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Preface to the Reader. 


HE Reaſon of Publifling this fllowing | 
'Treatife, is, becauſe ſome People have de- 


red ſatisfa&ion from me, what the Sin againſt 


he Holy Ghoſt is: But I could not make a full 


Deſcription of it in ſhort ; therefore it came in 
mind to enlarge upon it in a ſmallBook, where- 


they may receive full Satisfaftion about it. 


ind this I have done not from the opinions. of 
hers, but from the true and written Word of 


OD, This Sin can be commit ted but by feu, I 


nd yet ' ſometimes it ſteals into the Hearts of them 
at commit it, when they diſcern it not. But 


ve Lord of his Mercy keep us all, both fromm 
at Sin, and alſo from the Reign und Dominion 
every Sin; which that he may ao, is the | 


rayer of, 


R. RUSSEL.W 
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no longer. 


FA'T ABL E of ſeveral Texts diſ- 


courſed upon. 


HERE is a Sin unto Death, 


1 John v. 
part of verſe 16. 


[ray without ceaſing, 1 Theſ. v. 1 Ms | 
----- Behold! new is the accepted Time: Bebold! 
nc is the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. vi. 18 


of verſe 2. 


And the Angel which TI ſaw ſtanding upon the 
Sea, and upon the Earth, lift up bis Hand to 
| Heaven : 


And fwear by him that liveth, for 
ever and ever, &c. that there ſhenld be Time 


Rev. x. Verſe 5. and part of 
. Verſe 6. 


| But as for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the 


Lord, Joſh. 24. part of verſe 15. 


Good Maſter, what good thing ſhall I ds that I | 


may have eternal Life? Matth. xix 16. 


Marvel not at this: The Hour is coming, in the 


which all that are in the Graves ſhall hear 
his Voice, and ſhall come forth, thev tha? have 
done Geod unto the Reſurr: ion of Life, and 
they that have done Evil unto the R. Jurreetion 
of Damnation, John V. 525 8 


Of 
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The SIN unto Darn. 


nn v. 
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bold \ | 


Part Jobn v. « pare of vole © There i 15 a Sin 


| unto Death, 
n the 


; X HIS fin which St. Fob calls here, 
na 10 The fin unto death, is the unpardo- | 
be nable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


deſcribed by our bleſſed S 
Matt. xii. 32. That whoſoever commits it hath. | 
no forgiveneſs, neither in this world, nor in | 
e the the world to come. For, All manner of fin and | 
247 7 blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto men, but the blaſ- 
ben of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall not be forgiven | 
4 mM LL Men. And he that ſpeaketh a word againſt } 
wh (he ſon, it ſhall be forgiven him; but whoſoe- 
gear ¶ ver ſpeaks againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Mall never be 
forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the world 
to come. This fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is 
£61101 i that fin which St Fobn calls here, The fin unto _ 
death. Not becauſe that ſin deſerves death a- 

Of lone, for ſa does all fin deſerve death, both tem- 
poral and eternal, for the wages of fin, even | 


1 al, 


rt of 


gave 
„ and 


_— x 
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1 


Of the bah Sin 


all ſin, is death, Rom. vi. 23. But this ſin a. S 
gainſt the holy Ghoſt, is called, The Sin uni ein 
death, becaule it binds a man over to eternal 7 
death without any poſſibility of recovery. NowWorsg 
ſome there are, that go on from one degree + 
of ſin to another, they heighten and aggravateMWunp 
their ſins more and more, until they are brought I 
to that height at laſt, as to commit that lin, bt 
for which there is no forgiveneſs, 1 
There is no meer Man ſince the fall, thatWunp 
can live without ſin, for all are ſinners: but mah 
yet there are Degrees of fin: ſome ſins in their ¶can 


own nature are ſmall, others are more great and Wneg 
heinous, Many fins there are that are great, yet Wiſhc\ 


1 pardonable, and one ſin there is unpardonable ; I 
and whoſoever commits that one ſin ſhall have this 


no forgiveneſs, but muſt for ever bear the ma) 


weight and puniſhment both of that and of ble 
all his other ſins. There is ſuch a ſin as St, MW 1 


Fobn ſpeaks of here in my text, that is, a % ons 


unto death. And now I come to the explicati- Wwhe 


on of the word, from whence 1 ſhall raiſe this Wand 
point of doctrine. trar 

Dot.) That amonpſt others fins committed by Nand 
fallen mankind, there is only one fin, that is, a ſin ¶ the 
unto death; and whoſoever committeth that, he Wand 


| hath no forgivencſs, neither in this world, nor it hea 


| the world to come. to | 
No for my further proceeding © on this ſub- Naga 
ject, I ſhall lay open to you. | not 


Firg, what tbe fin unto death is. Ghy 
: © Secondly, 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 1 


fin a. Secondly, That all other ſins how great and 


1 uni einous ſoever, may be forgiven. 

erna Thirdly, That this fin alone ſhall never 8 | 
, NowWorgiven. 

degree Fourthly, The reaſon why this fin alone is 
ravateMunpardonable. And then, 


ought 


Lafls, 1 ſhall conclude all with a fo words 
at fin, 


of application. 
I ſhall begin firſt with the deſcription of this | 


that] npardonable fin; where I ſhall endeavour to 
: butWmake as plain a deſcription of it as poſſibly I 
their can; and in doing of it, I ſhall, 1. Shew you 
at and Wnegatively, what is not this fin. 2; I ſhall 
it, yetWſhew you poſitively what it is. 
able; I. I ſhall ſhew you negatively, what is not 
| haveWthis ſin unto death; or in what degree a man 
ar the Wmay ſin, and yet not commit that POO 
1d off 8 ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
as St. It is not every quenching of the moti- 


ain Mons 75 the ſpirit, that is this ſin: It is true, 
licati- N when the holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtill voice, 
e this Hand knocks at the door of Sinners for en- 

trance, he often comes and ſtrives with them, 
ted by Wand ſecretly woes and beſeeches them to leave 
a ſin ¶ their Sins and be converted; yet they quench ; 
27, he N and ſtifle all his motions, and bear up their 
nor in ¶ bearts againſt him, and will not be obedient 
; to his heavenly calls; now ſuch ſin grievouſly 
s ſub- Nagainſt the holy Ghoſt : but yet this alone is 
- not the unpardonable fin againſt the holy 

Ghoſt; for many that have ſtood it out | 
ondly, Ee ene Ae long 


lar ſpirits, and wrought much evil in the 


ſcven Devils caſt out of her, Luke viii. 2. 
| and yct both were pardoned. 2 


rr 2 
K. — r 


eye, and he repented, and was forgiven. 


if ; dcnable fin againſt the holy Ghoſt ; for St. 


A Of the Unpardonable Sin 


Chr. xxxili. that Manaſſeth ſinned with a very 


and ſaviour, he was one of Chriſt's beloved 
If ditciples,and for all that how ſtrongly he de- 


long time, and have often quenched and 
grieved the holy ſpirit, yet at laſt they have 
been wrought upon unto ſincere converſion, 
2. A man may commit many heinous and 
crying fins, and yet not be guilty of the unpar: 
donable fin againſt the holy Ghoſt. A man 
may be an idolater, a whoremonger, a forni- 
cator, a murtherer, and work witchcraft, and 
fin with a very high hand; nay, he may live 
mall manner of filthineſs and lewdneſs, and 
yet not be under the guilt of the unpardonable 
fin againſt the holy Ghoſt, Thus we read, 2, 


nigh hand; he was an idolater, an inchanter, 
and worked witchcraft, and dealt with fami- 


ſight of the Lord. And Mary Magdelen had 


A man may lin preſumptuouſly againſt | 


| great] ght and knowledge, and yet not com- . 
mit this fin unto death: For Peter when he 
Acid Chriſt, he did it againſt great know- | 


edge of Chriſt : he knew Chriſt to be his lord 
nied Chriſt, and with an oath; and yet for all 
that Chriſt looked upon him with a merciful Th 

4. It is not every malicious fin that is the un- 


Paul 


d and 
have 


ſion. 

S and 
inpar- 
\ man 
forni- 
„ and 


* live | 
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id, 2, 


very 
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n the 
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com- 
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r all 
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> un- 
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Paul 
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Paul certainly han great malice in. his heart, 4 
hen he went on fo furiouſly to perſecute the 
hurch of God, and yet he was converted and 
became a picacher. of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
hich before he perſecuted. 

5. And /aſily, It is not final unbelief, nor 
inal impenitence, that is the unpardonable fin 
gainſt the holy Ghoſt, tho? ſome be of opi- 
10n that it is, becauſe that fin is unpardonable. ö 
ndChriſt himſelf hath ſaid, Mal. xix. 31. That 


zu manner of fin and Haſpbemy ſhall be forgiven 


nto man, except it be the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt. 
Bat you are to take the words of our Saviour 
n their true ſenſe and meaning; it is all man- 
er of ſin and blaſphemy committed within ue 
ompaſs of a man's life that ſhall be forgiven; 
xccpt the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt ; tor the 
in of final impenitence, and final unbclief, is 
ot compleated until the very moment of a 
an's death; and then you all know, that Wee 


$ NO repentance, and conſequently no pardon |} 
after death, for Chriſt ſaith. He that ſins againſt 


be H iy Gbeſt, hath no forgiveneſs, neither in 


this world, nor in the world ti come. Now, why 
houldCariit ſay, in this world, if there be no 


pace to be forgiven in this world? but a man 
ay commit the unpardonable fin againſt the 


dlides, there art many thouſands that die in 


Im penitence and unbelicf,and are damned, and 
yet never committed the ea Gn a” 


gainſt the 20 Ghoſt. 55 Ä 


ly Gnoſt, even many years before nis death. 


| Ghoſt Cannot be committed : tor to fin againſt 


Of the Unpardonadle Sin 


in particular is that fin. 
IT. I come now to ſhew you poſitively, what 


this fin unto death is, and wherein this unpar. 


donable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt doth con- 


fiſt. Now here are ſeveral opinions in the 
world about it, only I will endeavour, through 


God's help, to lead you to the plain ſight of 
it by thelight of it, by the light of the holy 


ſcripture. 
Now, in the firſt place, you muſt know, 


| that there are two ſorts of people that cannot 


commit this unpardonable fin, 
1. The true believers cannot commit it, 
becauſe it is a ſin againſt great lightand know- 


ledge. Indeed, the greateſt part of the World 
|} ſhall be damned; yet amongſt the greateſt 
part there are but few of them that can com- 
mmit that unpardonable Sin 3 the Holy 


Ghoſt. : 

Some have both lights ad grace, theſe ſhall 
not commit the unpardonable Sin. 
ſome have neither light nor grace, thoſe can- 


not commit the unpardonable Sin againſt the | 
Holy Ghoſt. Now there muſt be two ingre- 
dients to make up this unpardonable Sin; that 


is, light in the head and malice in the heart's ; 
without theſe two, the Sin againſt the Holy 


Sent 


Thus have I ſhewed you negatively, what 
is not this unpardonable ſin, none of thoſe ſins} 


Again, | 


or * 


p tt 
y, b 
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„What 
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NOW, 
annot 
it it, 
now- 


Vorld 


ateſt 
com- 
Holy 


ſhall 


gain, 


Can- 


© the | 


gre- 
that 


art; 


Toly 
ainſt 
Zreat 


avainff the Holy Ghoſt, 


or yet to fin ignarantly without malice is that 
Sin but they muſt join both together, to make 
p this unpardonable Sin. This we ſeen plain- 


nowledge ; for he knew Chriſt to be the only 
dcgotten fon of God, and he knew God in 
im; he was one of Chriſt's diſciples and one 


pf his beloved diſciples too; he was taught of 
hriſt, and had experimental knowledge of 


is love and favour, and yet he wickedly with 
in oath, denied him. Now if Peter had done 


TY 
great light and knowledge, is not that Sin alone 


y, by the example of St. Peter and St. Paul; 
Peter he denied Chriſt, and forſwore himſelf 
oo, and that grievouſly, againſt light and 


his out of maliceand ſpight, then he had com 


Witted that Sin unto death, for which there is 


o forgiveneſs, Bat Peter had no malice in his 
eart all this while, even at that Time when 


e denied Chriſt, as you may lee, Mat. xxvi. 


24, 35, when Chriſt told him, be. »re the cock 
Frow thou ſhalt deny me thrice: Ve anſwered, | 
f I ſhould die with thee, - I will not deny | 


hee, and then denying him through infirmit 

idered what he had done, he went out and 
ept bitterly, ver. 75. and Paul he had a great 
ace and ſpight againſt the ways and people 


1-d our threatings and ſlaughter againſt the 


prieſt 


3 


nd weakneſs of the flcſh, when he had con- 


#3 


df God, as you may ſee, Acts. ix. 1. Paul brea- 


lfeiples of the Lord, went unto the high- 


12 Of the Unpardonable Sin 
= pricſt, deſiring of him letters to Damaſcus, to 
the ſynagogues, that if he found any of his way 
whether men or women, he ſhould bring them 
bound to Feruſalem. Now here was great rage 
and malice in Saul, againſt the ways and peo- 
ple of God: but doing it ignorantly he at laſt 
heard a voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, why perſecut- 
eſt thou me? and ſceing a light from heaven, 
and hearing it was Jeſus that he perſecuted, 
he was pricked at the heart, and trembling and 
aſtoniſhed ſaid, Lord what wilt thou have me 10 
do; now by theſe two places of ſcripture you 
map plainly ſee that Peter ſinned againſt great 
light, and Paul out of great malice, yet none 
ot them committed the unpardonable Sin a- 
MM gainſt the holy Ghoſt. 
and malice meet together in one man, then 
there is the Sin againſt the holy. Ghoſt, Now 


Holy Ghoſt, , 

1. In thought; that is, „ when a wicked man 
againſt his. clear light and knowledge, doth 
but eenceive. a malicious thought or purpoſe 
towards perſecuting the Gol 
of the ſaints of Chriſt, to hinder the work of 
the holy. Ghoſt in them, 

This Sin, as is to be thought, was the Sin 
of the loſt Angels, for which cauſe they were 
loſt without all hopes of pardon. Now ſome 
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i diſpute, Whether the Sin was the Sin of the 
＋ We 


But whenſoever light 


| as all other Sins, ſo is this Sin againſt the. 


pel of Chriſt, or 


1, to 
$ Way 
them 
rage 
peo- 
t laſt 
ecut- 
aven, 


uted, 


> and 
me to 
2 you 
great 
none 
IN a- 


light 


then 
Now 


t the. 


man 


doth 


rpoſe 


ton 


rk of 


e Sin 
were 
ſome 
the 
ught 


it could not be committed in word, 


Sin of the Thought. 55 


Now the Sin was this; their habitation 


being in the higheſt heavens, and under God 
himſelf. They had exceeding great light and 


knowledge; they had more knowledge than 


all the Men in the World ever had, and were 


happy above all other Creatures: but when f 


not being contented with this Eſtate, they 
thought to be as high as God himſelf ; there- 


fore they maliciouſly ſought to make war a- 
gainlt the ſon of God, and put him out of his 
throne; for which cauſe they were immedi- 
ately thruſt out of Heaven, never more to ſee - 
the face of mercy ; and thus from the begin- 
ning they have been counted malicious and re- 
vengeful,as raging beaſts,and as roaring lions; 
thus their ſin being of the ſame nature withthe * 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, they were exclu- 


ded all hopes of pardon. 


But that the fin of our firſt parents was not 
the unpardonable ſin againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
is clear; for though they ſinned againſt great 
with 

the. 


| 
| 


light, yet they obcy*'d, and complied 


13 
thought; but I ſay in all likelihood it was: 
for the Angels being only ſpirits, without bo- 
dics, and ſo having no uſe of bodily tongues, | 
nor yet 
could they commit it in action, becauſe they | 
were caſt out of Heaven before they could 
bing it into practiſe; therefore it muſt be a 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 34 


114 O the Unpardonable Sin 
if l the will of God, even when the tempter came, 
al untill at Jaſt they were enticed and overcome; 
bac they did not fall maliciouflv, and ſo were 
not excluded all Poſſibility of Mercy. 
2. This fin may be committed in word too; 
W that is, when a man ſpeak blaſphemouſly and 
W maliciouſly of Chriſt and his holy ways. This 
Wt was the Sin of the Scribes and Phariſees, Mu k. 
iin. 22. There were certain Scribes came and 
Ys this fellow hath Belzebub, and caſteth out 
devils by the prince of Devils. Therefore faith 
{ Chriſt unto. them, ver. 28, 29, Verily I ſay 
| unto you, all Sins ſhall be forgiven to the Sons of 
men, and blaſphemies, wherewith ſoever they ſhall 
Gabon: But whoſoever ſhall olaſpheme againſt 
| be Holy Ghoſts hath never ht rms ad but is int 
W danger of eternal damnation. 

Now the reaſon of this ſpeech of our bleſ- 
Hed Saviour, is ſhewed in ver. 39 becauſe they 
Wſaid, be hath an unclean ſpirit ; which plainly 
mes that theſe ſcribes have ſpoken blaſphemy 
| the Holy Ghoſt : theſe ſcribes were 
i great learned men, as they could know no o- 
cher but that Chriſt was the ſon of God, and 
Ichey knew that he caſt out devils by the ſpirit 
Jof God, and yet they, out of ſpight to Chriſt, 

I aliciouſly and blaſphemouſly ſaid, That Fi 
a out devils by Belzebub the chief of devils. 
| hus the ſcribes committed the unpardonable 
Fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and that in word, 
2. ThisSin may be committed in action to; 
; that 


1 


bl 


N 
1 


| 


that is, when a man being once thoroughly en- 


counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith | 


Web. vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſſible for thoſe } 


Wand have taſted the good word of God, and | 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 13 
Jightened, having entered upon a holy courſe 
of life, and taſted the comfort of God's ſpirit, 
and ſome foretaſte of the Joys of Heaven, 
and not only makes profeſſion of the goſpel, | 
but teaches. it to others; docs at laſt take 
a diſlike of theſe holy courſes, and through } 
ſpite and malice, utterly forſakes, oppoſes, and 
perſecutes thoſe good ways of God, which he 
before profeſt and taught. But to ſum up this 
point, this unpardonable ſin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt is fully deſcribed by the apoſtle to the 

Hebrews, Chap. x. 26, 27, 29 For if we ſin 

wilfully after we have received the Knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacri- 
fice for ſin, but a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall de- 
vour the adverſaries. Of how much ſorer pu- 
niſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, Who 
hath trodden under foot the fon of God, and 


he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done deſpite to the ſpirit of grace? likewiſe, } 


who were made partakers of the holy Ghoſt, 


the powers of the world to come, if they fall 
away to renew them again to repentance, ſee- 
ing they crucify themſclves afreſh the ſon of 
God, and put him to open ſhame _ 5 


= Of the Unpardonable Sin 
I ſhall a little explain theſe words, and then 
| | 1 1 
mil This Sin unto death is an oppoſing Sin; 
"nl now to oppoſe a thing, is to contradict it, or 
th gainſay it; hen a man ſays a thing is lo, and 
1 | ſo, and he denies it, and it is not ſo; when a 
i man ſays a thing muſt be done, he ſays again 
| it muſt not, nor ſhall not be done; ſuch an 
| Oppoſition | is in the heart of him that, com- 
i mits this unpardonable Sin; but a Man may 
be an oppoſing man, and yet may not commit 
this Sin: Therefore, 

2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe; that ie, 
he muſt utterly oppoſe and reject Chriſt, who 
aid, I am the truth, Joh. xiv. 9. He oppoſeth 
all his threatnings,and will not believe his pro— 
0 miſcs, and counts the blood of the Covenant 
do be an unholy thing: nay, he alſo oppoſech 
the ſpirit of Cariſt, Who is the ſpirit of truth. 
So that he will not obey his motions, and 
| will not be led nor guided by him; but a man 
may oppoſe the truth, and do it ignorantly: 
1 Therefore, | 
2. It muſt be theknown truth that heoppo- | 
1 ſeth; he m tſt be once enlightened: B t you 
muſt know, that it is not only a national know- 
ledge, and h'imane learning He may kno v 
much of God, and of his will, in the letter of 
1 the word, andi yct not be capable: of committing 
Ichis un pardonablc ſin: but he muſt be ſo far 

eee 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 17 
nlightened as to ſee the evil that is in ſin, and 
he excellency of Chriſt ; he muſt taſte of the 
K. 66 eavenly gift, and be made partaker of the 
1 olyGhoſt ; and taſte of thegood word of God, 

nd the powers of the world to come; and by 
he blood of the covenant," which he counts as 
in unholy thing, he is in part ſanctified and 
leanſed from many Sins he mult have ſweet 
ommunion with God in his word and Sacra- { 
nent; he muſt have ſome taſte of the love and | 
avour of God,and comforts of his ſpirit, and 
de refreſhed by it, and taſte of the joys of | 
Heaven, and have ſome foretaſte of the hap- 
pineſs of the world to comm. 
pre 5 This is that light and knowledge that lays a 
nab, nan open to the committing of that unpardo- 
nable ſin: but yet a man may not ſin againſt all 
his light and experimental knowledge, and 
et do it thro* the weakneſs of the fen, or 
man bro? ſome violent Temptations, as Peter did 
Frnhen he denied Chriſt : Therefore, y 
4. He muſt oppoſe the known truth wilful-' 
ly; he muſt wiltully fall away, after he had 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= received the know ledge of the truth: other 

= Wins are committed through infirmity, but this 
«hg fin is wilful, the will 1s the chief actor in it; 
of Ind to compleat and make up this unpa dona- i 


ble Sin, there is, | 
55 Malice i in the heart without this, this fin 1 
cannot be committed ; it muſt be a malicious, ; 
oppoling of the known truth; that is, When a | 

7 man 


| 3 and hath had ſome {ſweet reliſh and foretifted 


the laſt place to be an apoſtate; for thus to op- Io m: 


ot his graces and comforts, and taſted of God's 
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man being once enlightned. and having taſted 
of the heavenly gift, and the good word of God 
and hath been made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, 


heaven, he comes to take a diſlike, and to hat 
the holy ways of God, and maliciouſly oppoſeſWates 3 
and proſecute them, in deſpite to the ſpirit ah. «f 
grace, and to die, crucifying a-ftreſh the lon 0 ruth, 
God, and putting him to open ſhame. earft 


Nowaman having gone thus far, he comes, infſÞp4/197 


pole wil fully and maliciouſly the known truth, is 
always joyn'd with final and total apoſtacy: tore 's © 
he that is far enlightened, as to ſee the evil of 
wm fin, and the cxcellency of Chriſt and holineſs 
andhath been madea partakerof theHolyGhoſt, 


love and favour in Jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome 
foretaſte of the joys of the world to come; for 
ſuch a one wilfully, ſpitefully, and maliciouſſy 
to fall away, he ſo falls never to riſe more. It] 
is true, the Children of God fall, and that often 
and riſeagain : but then they fall through weak- 
W ncfsorinfirmity,and not wilfully and malicioul- 
b; but theſe wicked wretches fall wiltully and 
maliciouſly, and ſo fall finally. Againſt ſuch, Pet, 
the door of mercy is ever ſhut ; concerning Her. 
ſuch, Sr Peter faith, It had been better for them (ul! 


2, to have known the way of Righteouſneſs, than fam 


W 2fter they had known it to turn from the holy and 
1 commandment delivered unto them, But it 25 ſor 


pened 


g taſted 
of God 
7 Ghoſt; 
etaſte o 

to hate 


oppoſe 


ſpirit 0 
> lon of 


mes, in 


to op- 
ruth, iz 
cy: for 
evil of 
olineſ 
Ghoſt, 
God's 
s ſome 
Ee; for 
:1ouſly 
re. It 
t often 
weak- 
Ciouſ- 
y and 
ſuch; 
rning 
r them 
, than 
e holy 
c hap- 


pened 


dulterer, and work witchcraft, 
familiar ſpirits, and yet at laſt he may repent 
and be ſaved, 
lome that are ſo fooliſh as to take the Sin of 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. : 19 
ened to them according to the true proverb, tbe 
og is turned to his own vomit again, and the ſow |, 


hat was waſhed to her wallowing in the mire, 
There is ſuch a dreadful. 3 


Pet, Ii. 21. 22. 
place in ſcripture againſt theſe kind of apoſ- 
ates 3 that is, Heb. x. 26, For if we fin wilful- 


ly, after we have received the knowleage of tbe 
ruth, there remaineth no ſacrifice for fin, but a 


earful losing for of, judgment and fiery indig- 
ation. Thus have I given you five ſteps as 
o many links in a chain; all which make up 
he uapardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, } 


tis a wilful and malicious oppoling of the 


nown truth, joined with final apoſtacy. Thus 
ave I ſhewed you, as plain as I can, what 
his Sin unto death is. Now to proceed, 

Secondly, The next thing to be conſidered 5 a 
hat all other fins or blaſphemies whatſoever 3 
ay be forgiven ;be our fins never ſo great and 
any, though we be the vileſt wretches that } 
ver lived, yet there is hopes of pardon upon 
epentance, Manaſſes was the vileſt wretch 
hat we ever read of, yet he repented and was 
ardoned : Alſo Mary Magdalen was the chief 


of Sinners, for vut of her came ſeven devils z 
yet, becauſe ſhe loved much, much wasforgiven 


er. A man may be a whoremonger, an a- 
and deal with 


and yet I have heard talk of | 


for- Þ 
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11 w 
fornication a fin unpardonable, from God wh: 
own words in the fourth Commandment. Mrhis 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting it bec 
i ff ns of the fathers, unto the third and fourth xy G 
neration: From whence they ſay, that chi t it i 
dren that are baſe- born are not ſaved, uni cauſe 

the third and fourth generation: But this is: ly G 
moſt erroneous interpretation of God's word Ins h: 
it is thoſe that hate him, and continue hatindſfie fat 
oſ him, that he will viſit their iniquities upon red 
For fornicators and adulterers themſelves mayſþly C 
repent and be ſaved, much more the childrefhd c 

Wo who know nothing, nor could help nothing This u 
we ForChriſt with his own mouth tells the ſcribeſWje&t 
and phariſes, Matth. xxi. 31. that the publi- ant 
cans and harlots ſhall enter into the kingdomWhoſ 


of heaven before them ; for there 1s no fin but 
is pardonable, except che ſin againſt the holy 
nn Ghoſt, But, 
Thirdly, This fin againſt the holy Ghoſt, | 13 
alone the ſin unto death; that is, a fin un -· Piri. 
| Ppardonable, never to be forgiven neither inv. 
| -this world, nor in the world to come: Noth. 
bccauſe the merits of Chriſt is not ſufficie nt to 
pardon it; for this fin, as well as other ſins, 
are but finite, whereas the merits of Chriſt are 
„ 
| Ogject. What is FR reaſon then that this fin 
cannot be forgiven ? 
4 Anſw. This queſtion brings me to the fourth 
thng conſiderable z. do but mind me a hee 
an 


d 

hit 
anſa 
alu 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 2 


1 I will as plain and as clear as J can, tell 


God what the reaſon is. 4 
ent. This ſin is calledthe fin againſt the holyghoſt, 

ing igt becauſe it is a fin againſt the perſon of the 
1 Ghoſt, for fo is all fin againſt his perſon 3 | 


at Chil 
FF And 
nis is: 
word 
| hating 
upon 
FeS Maj 


t it is called the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
cauſe it is againſt the, office and work of the 
ly Ghoſt. Now every one of the three per- 
ns haye their particular work: The work of 
e father is to create; the work of the ſon is 44 

redeem loſt ſinners; and the work of the 
dly Ghoſt is to enlighten, convince, ſanctify, 


hildrenfhd convert them. Now a man committing . | 

thing his unpardonable Sin againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
ſcribes jects all this work of the ſpirit. Now for a 
publ. an tobe ſo thoroughly enlightened by the holy 


ngdon 
fin but 
1e holy 


hoſt, 13 


d his loſt and undone Condition without 
viſt, and that none but the merits of Chriſt 
anſave him zand notwithſtanding wilfully and 
aliciouſly to oppoſe him, and the work of his 


ſin un-Wirit, and to c fuſc to be beholden to him for 
her inWlva:ion ; now for ſuch a one, 1 ſay, to be for- 
: Noth 1, is utterly i-:poſſible. 

ie nt to 


OvjeRt. Bu: why is it impeſſible? Nothing is 

poſſible with God, 2 
Anſu Noth. g is impoſſ ble with God this 4 
ois not imply a Contradicton: But that God 


er ſins, 
riſt are 


this fin Ni] forgiv Hie Sin committed againſt the holy 
; hoſt, implas a Contradicton : Foi how can 

fourth 

little, 


he 4 


and 


hoſt, that he comes to know the evil of Sin, 


| if 25 maliciouſly fall from the profeſſion of the truth 


and ſo make away for converſion, - But for a 


| 1 holy Ghoſt, and has had ſome taſte of God's 
uw love and favour, and ſome foretaſte of the 


W to reje&t the ſpirit's renewing work; alas! 
W wretched creature has utterly rejected him, his 


8 p:rdon, heaven and all. Now this poor wretch 


f | Now Chriſt prayed for them that maliciouſly 
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| he have pardon given him that utterly rejoid cha 


7M at ? As for inſtance, | f cy 
A A man thro' ignorance may denyChriſt, audi 8 
r the 


into all kind of wickedneſs,as didSt. Paul, and" * 
the yer that crucified Chriſt: and yet not fal. 
ling againſt light and knowledge, there is room 
for the holy Ghoſt to work upon him, to en. 

lighten him, and to convince him of his folly, 


man, when he is once enlightened by the} 


wk joys of heaven, and then at la ſt utterly oppo- 
wt ſing this illuminating work of the ſpirit, 
= wilfully and maliciouſly to fall away, and ſo 


WE Then the holy Ghoſt is done, he has nothing 
more than that he can work in him for this 


W enlightning work, his convincing work, his 
fanctifying work, he has utterlyrejectedChriſr' 


is paſt all hopes of mercy,all hopes of pardon; 
nay, for ſuch a one we are forbidden to pray; 
as you lee in the verſe, whereof my text isa part 


crucificd him, Luke xxxiii. 24. ſaying, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do, 
Alas! they know not what they were a doing, 

for had they known it, they would not have 
| _ 


rejoie 


iſt, and 
je truth 
ul, and 
ot fal. 
S room 


tO en. 
; folly, 
for a 


Jy the] 
God's 
of the 
OPP0-! 
ſpirit, } 
ind ſo] 


alas! 
othing 
r this 
m, his 
k, his 
hriſt's 
vretch 
rdon; 
Pra); 
a part 
10uſly 
ather, 
ey do, 
loing, 

have 

cru- 


, Fi 


they had known and yet crucified him, 
hriſt would not have ſpent his breath to pray 


rdonable ſin, neither the praying in heaven 


xt ſaich, There is a fin unto death, 


I ſha!l conclude all with a few words of Ap- | | 


cation; and I will be as ſhort as poſſible 


ſt this dicourſe ſhould be too large for ſo 4 


nall a book : Here is, 
Firſt, A word of comfort. 
: Secondly, A word of counſel, | 
Firſt, A word of comfort, ſt may be with 


aring and reading of this terrible diicourſe, + 
our hearts begin to ake for tea; that you have 
ommitted this unpardonable fin : But, I think, 
have ſufficiently proved to you what it is;and.. 
tell you again, that there are but few that can 
ommit it; nay, there are millions that are tor- 


ented in hell, yet never committed this ſin: 


ay, farther, an ignorant proteſtant may thro? . 
eakneſs, and out of a fla viſh fear, turn pap!ir, 
nd renounce his profeſſion, and yer not commit 
his ur pardonable fin :gainit the Holy Ghoſt: 


or doing it out of ignorance and irfirmity, 
here may be matter left for the Holy Ghoſt to 


ork upon whereby he may yet bc convert. d 

nd ſaved. Com Hder this alſo, if you are afraid | 

hat you hay committed it, and with that - 
OS you 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 23 9 
Wucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. But 
r them; for it would have been utterly in 


in: For when a man has committed this un- 


dr earth can do him any good; for as the 
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you had not corfimitted it, and wiſh that you 
had not committed it, if it were to do again; 
then that is a true fign that you have not con 


mitted 1 It, 
Secondly, I muſt conclude all with a word 


of counſel. 

I. Watch vory diligently alt all ſin: Bu 
above all, take ſpecial heed of thoſe Sins tha 
come near to the ſin againſt the holy Ghoſt; 
and they are theſe : hypocriſy, taking only the 
outward profeſſion of religion, and ſo difſem 
bling and mocking of God; ſinning wilfuily a- 


Wh gainſt conviction of conſcience, and again 


great light and knowledge, ſinning preſump. 
tuouſly (with an high hand :) Theſe fins, tho 
none of them are the dire& Sin againſt che] 
Holy Ghoſt, yet they will come very near tt 
it; therefore take ſpecial heed of them, lel 
| they, in time, ſhould bring you to the commit 

ting of that unpardonable Sin. And, 

II Labour to be fincere in religion, and by 
a true faith ingraft yourſelves in Chriſt, for 
they that be in Chriſt, can never commit thi 


unpa donableSin: For know this, that among 


all theSins committed by fallen mankind, there 
is oneSin that is a fn unto death, which is the 


unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy GholFd. 


' which whoſoever commits hath no forgivenels 
neither in this world, nor in the world to come. 
Conſt er what bath been faia, and the Lori 


| give you Underſtanting. 
The End of The, Firſt SERMON, 


1. 
hat you 
again, 
Ot com 


THE = 
aint's Duty and Exerciſe: 


Or, An Earneſt 


a Word 5 | 5 . N 
vitation to the Throne of Grace. 


The Firſt Part. 
Theſſ. v, 17. Pray will out ceaſing. 


ſin d But 
ins tha 


Ghoſt: 


only th \ O the glory of God, and the good of 
difſem | ſouls, there is no ſubject more neceſ- 
fully ry for me to write upon, than to ſtir peo- 
 againſ}We to the duty of prayer, both in their fami- 
reſump s and in ſecret, I find it a duty moſt ſadly 
ns, tho glected, not only among the prophanc ſort 


inſt the people indeed, they ſeldom or never part 
near ti their families, therefore it is to be feared 
m, le huch leſs do they pray in ſecret, But I have 
ꝛommit Hen amongſt ſuch as ſeem to be the beſt of 

- ople, that are full and righteous in their 
and byWalings towards others, that delight to hear 
iſt, forfſWe belt preachers, and join with the beſt aſ- _ 
mit this» blies, and are very kind and courteous to- 
tamongſrds others, and yet they neglect prayer in 
nd, ther heir families. Some of them I know do pray 
ch is the their families on evenings before they go to 


Sho d. Bur as for thoſe that make conſcience of 
zivencſsWriorming the duty of prayer in their fami- 
to come s, both morning and evening, they are ſo 
the Lori that there are but here and there one to be 


und of them: This is a caſe very much be- 
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26 The SAINT 's Exerciſe. 


write with ſhame enough, that this duty 


_ ER — 
9 


wailed and lamented: Nay in this one duty 
have juſt cauſe to condemn myſelf; for I maj 


prayer has been too much neglected by me: 
well as by others: Nay, to this day, I find Wd « 
much averſeneſs and back wardneſs to this dWt r 
ty, ſo much ſloathfulneſs, deadneſs, and du 
neſs of ſpirit; and ſometimes one luſt, or on 
vanity or other ſteals into my Heart, whi 
makes me think myſelf to be unfit for th 
duty of prayer, and I find it ſometimes ve 
hard to pals over all the difficulties, and pe 
form the duty of prayer aright. This makt 
me the more to pity others, looking upon 
thers to be in the ſame condition with myſel 
But, conſider friends, this is the work oft 
devil, who does what he can either to keep 
from prayer, or elſe to diſturb us in prayt 
So it was with the children of God, Fob i. I 
fons of God there came and preſented then 
ſelves unto the Lord, But what todo? Ia 


ſwer, it was to pray and make ſupplicationuſe en 
to the Lord, Then it is ſaid that ſatan came hm 
mong them: But what did he come amo am 
them for ? Janſwer it was, if he could to k cat 
them from their duty, or elſe diſtrub them it c 
their duty; by filling them either with wan! 
dering ordiſtracted thoughts, thereby to car f. 
them to loſe the benefit of the duty. Ad to 
friends, faithful prayer is that which the deyWe< tc 
cannot endure ; for there is no weapon n to 


50 
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dwerful for the weakening ſatan's kingdom, 
d ſetting up the kingdom of Chriſt in the 
uls of ſinners, than prayer is. 

The devil is content that we ſhould read, 
d come to Church, and hear ſermons, with- 
t much difturbance, becauſe he thinks he 
ay eaſily keepus from profiting by the word; 
t he Jabours with all his might, to keep us 
om prayer and meditation, becauſe he knows 
at theſe duties weaken his kingdom. But, 
y friends, let not you and I yield ourſelves 
d to ſatan's temptations, but reſiſt him, and 


e duty 
r I maj 
duty q 
Yy meg 
I find 
this di 
and dul 
„ Or ol 
t, Whi 
for th 
mes ve 


and pe 


is makWr up ourſelves to take hold onGod, and call 
upon Pon his name by conſtant and fervent prayer. 
h myſel} Certainly,if the wickedneſs of theSodomztes 


rk of t 
o keep 
in prayt 
0b 1, T 
ted then 
10 7 I xt 
cationul 
in came 
ne amo 


jeced and vexed the ſoul of righteous Lot, it 
duld grieve him much more if he were now 
10ngit us in this degenerate age, and ſaw 
dw wickedneſs abounds in this world: How 
od 1s by one judgment or another frowning 
on us for our ungodly doings ; how that 
e end of all things is near at hand, and yet 
wmany prayerleſs perſons and families there 
amongſt us; how many multitudes of peo- 
1d to ke can riſe in the morning, and go about 
b them ir concerns in the world, and then to bed 
with wal!" at night, and never regard to pay in 
by to car families, but live as if they had not a 


ty. Alas to ſeek; as if they had not an everlaſting - 
h the deſſe to prepare for: Friends, let me deſire 


to conſider theſe few things. x, 
B 2 | Fire, 


apon mo 


28 The SAINT?*s Exerciſe, 
Firſt, Conſider that your neglect of prayed 


3 4 


is a ſign that you are none of God's childreſ Fe 
but you are yet in your unregenerated and un 7 
converted ſtate and condition; andit were bei. 
ter that you had never been born, than tha 100 
you ſhould die in ſuch a condition. O conſide 4 
that your breath is in the hands of God, ani 1 
he may ſtop it whenſoever he pleaſeth ; yo 15 
cannot aſſure yourſelves of an hour to live 8 
and is it not then a dangerous thing to livei I ; 
the neglect of prayer? O friends! How dar 5 
you go forth in the morning without praye 1 
Icft death ſhould meet you before night, ani A 
caſt you into hell; or, how dare you at nig 5 
lie down in your beds, before you have bet. 
at the throne of grace, and pleaded there 75 
with the Lord, by prayer, for grace, pardor $ | 
and mercy, leſt you ſhould awake befor BY 
30rnirg in the flames of hell: O do but cor Th 
ſider now and then upon this, how exceedin 1 : 
pin es is It to live in the neglect of pra 855 
But if you have the ſpirit of prayer, if yo 5 
he yourſelf up to conſtant fervent praye! . 
this is a ſign of your new birth; and whenlc 5 
ever death comes you are ae. You knov 10 
that a child as ſoon as it is born cries; ſo Me 
ſinner as ſoon as he is born again, falls a cM. a. 
ing unto God, as it was ſaid = Paul, as 100 Y 
as he was born again. Behold he prayeth, Ad */ | 
iv, 11. It is the ſpirit of adoption that mak L 1 
us cry, Ala Father, ber 


K. 
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-hildre 
and und 
vere bet} 
jan tha 
conſide 


Secondly, Conſider the end thy God re- 
ires prayer, and let that encourage you to 
ke duty, God does not require prayer that he 
ay receive from us, for he is infinitely and 
erfectly happy without us, and therefore 
eds not our performances: But God being 


od, anW:.... 3 

3 ö illing to beſtow thoſe good things we need, 
80 . nd to communicate that grace and mercy, 
0 Rod ithout which we are miſerable for ever, 


erctore it pleaſeth God, out of his infinite 
oodneſs, to require prayer, to make us fic 
r the mercy which he knows we want: 
e herecfore the Lord commands us to pray al- 

at nig -, 1526 5 hways. that von ma 
ve bee Late xxi. 36. Pay always, tha! you may 
4 ther accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe bin, 
pardolf d to ftand before the fon of man, Sce 1 Tim, 
- befollt 8. Rom. xii. 12. Phil. iv. 6. And alſo 

ere in the text, Pray without cegſing. 

Thirdly, Conſider while you are ſtrangers to 
ayer, you are ſlaves to the devil, and he is 
oing what he can to work out your utter 
in and deſtruction: The devil is ſaid in 
ripture to fill the hearts of the ungodly, to 
eep poſſeſſion of them, and to work in the 
ildren of diſobedience, And truly the devil 
nds abundance of prey, for ſome watch not 
tall, nor pray not all againſt him. And 
ley that pray not, are led captive by ſatan at 
s pleaſure, and they do not care nor deſite 
D have his ſnare broken, nor themſelves re- 
overed. Friends, conſider, the more you ne- 
| 1 grlect 


OW dat 


praye 
ht, an 


but cor 
xceedir 
of pray 
er, it 50 
t Pray 
whenlc 
U know 
ies ; ſo 
Ils a cr) 
„ as 100 
eth, Add 
lat mak 


by; 


be deliver'd out of the thraldom of the dev 
as ever you deſire the ſalvation of your ſouls 
as ever you deſire to find grace and mercy al 
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glect prayer, the ſtronger your corruptionW< "| 
will grow, and the more fin will encreaſe i 
you, and the more fit you will be for utiꝗ , 
ruin and deſtruction. But on the other (id:W*)*< 
the oftner you pray, and the more freventi the 
you pray, the more fin and corruption weak ha 
en in you, and more fit you are for grace“ 
and mercy: as it is a remarkable ſpeechamong Pr 

r 


Mr. Dod's ſaying, prayer will make a man gin 
over finning, or elſe fin will make a man give | 
ver praying. Ol friends, as ever you deſire t 


the hand of God, be perſwaded to give you” ; 
ſelves in earneſt fervent prayer. But, ll 
_ Fourthly, Conſider, thoſe that are ſtrangen une 
to prayer, the God of heaven is againſt them is 
O dreadful! Who are they that can ſtand be *7- 


fore his indignation? Who can defend him Si 


gainſt that arm that is omnipotent? T P. 
mountains quake, the hills melt, and the ved 
ry devils tremble before this God, ſure it - 
dreadful to have ſo glorious and great a God uſt 
an enemy: But an enemy he is. to all them C. 
who do count his favour and mercy not worth 
praying for: Thoſe that do not intreat thigh” 4 
God to be reconciled, now whilſt he offers to 1 

7 


be reconciled to them, it is a ſign they nel- 


ther value his love, nor fear his wrath; there. he. 
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rruptiond e his wrath they mult abide, except they 


creaſe i in good carneſt ſeek unto him. 
for ute 77/141. Conſider, they that are Strangers to 
her ſd:Mayer,and will not cry toGod,now in theDay : 


treventi their viſitation whilſtpardon and mercymay 
n weak had, they muſt look to be neglected when 
or graaey areforced to cry, whenmiſery and diſtreſs 
hamo ver them. O read and tremble at the place, 
man gin! Prov. i. 26, 27, 28. I will laugh at your 
1 give 0 lamity, I nl mock when your fear cometh : 

deſire Men your fear cometh as Deſolution : when di- 


he devillfe/5 and anguiſh comes as diſolution;whendiſtreſs - 
ar ſouh d anguiſb comes upon you: then ſhall they call 
mercy en me, but Twill not anſwer : they ſhall ſeek 


„ but they ſhall not find me. My friends if you 


ve your 
SO 1 not ſeek the Lord now, whilſt he may be 
trangen® und, if you will not callupon him now, whilſt. 
ſt them is near, Iſa. xi. 6. You may ot laſt be forced 
tand be cry in your Extremity, and not be regarded. 
1 him a. $ix:b/y. Conſider, you that live in the nęglect 
? Th prayer, that quickſythe accepted time, which 
the ve Hu improve not, will be paſt and gone; and 
ure it Hen you ſhall beg; yea, and beg earneſtly, but 
t a GodWult certainly be denied. We read in ſcripture 
ul then f Calls that have not been regarded; thefooliſn 
t worthlirginscame after the door was ſhut,and cryed | 
eat third, Lord, open unto us; but alas! they ſpoxce 
ers to Hhen it was too late, therefore the reply was, [ 
1ey nei NYνοναnot whenceyon are, Matt. xxv. 10, 11, 12 
there. hen the rich man in hell begged for a dropof 
fare ater to cool his tongue, this was not granted, 


B 4 Luke 
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Like xv. to intimate that not the leaſt merci f pt 
hell is to be expected, nor the leaſt m1tigatioſpe 
of torments is to be looked for: all then vii 8 
be ready to pray, Lord, open the door that le ion 
into thy Kingdom and glory: Lord vouchſiſhron 
a little reſpite, a little eaſe in the midſt of d 
torment, O but then God's Ear will de ſto Vor 
ped, Heaven's gate will be ſhut, and mer eck 
will be gone for ever. O what a madnels is Weſt 
then to waſte all our precious time, and not 
come to the throne of grace before the — ain 
grace come to an end. 0 P 
Sevenibiy and Laſthy, It you live in the neglel Hin; 
of prayer, your common mercies to you, foſſpot 
that threatning is fulfilled upon them, Mal. iWon 
2. I will ſend a curſe upon you, and cur ſe youWuc 
bleſſings, Prayer will turn curſes into bleſſing e 
afflictions are part of the curſe which are ini 
flicted becauſe of fin : but prayer alters tra 
nature of them, and turns them into merci eta 
and bleſſings; for the ſanctification of then on 
being begged by prayer, and granted, theo: 
work together for the good of them: For (faith 1 
the apoſtle) afflictions yield chepeaceable fruits Mo | 
righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed thereby | 


On the other ſide, where prayer is not, thereWnc 
bleſſings are turned into curſes, and good thingy! 
which--are received work together for the na 
ſhame and ruin of thoſe that do enjoy them 
Common mercies are madea curſe untoprayet 

3 leſs perſons; lo if they continue in the neglect. 


of 


The SAINT'S Exerciſe. 33 3 


mercy 9 


t prayer, they muſt certainly miſs of thoſe 
itigatich ſpecial ſaving-mercies revealed in the goſpel. 
then vis pardon of fin, Juſtification by Chriſt, adop- 
that le ion, ſanctification by the ſpirit, deliverance 
ouch ſaFWromHell,eternalhappineſs in the lite tocome, 


ſt of ou 
de {top 
d mercy 
nels 18! 
and noi 


ie day 


ind God hath determined and declared in his 
vord,that thoſe that willhave theſe thingsmuſt 
eck them : but if they ſeek them not by ear- 
eſt fervent prayer, it is a ſign they underſtand | 
ot the worth of them, and therefore muſt cer- 
ainly and juſtly go without them. God i is not 
0 prodigal of his mercies and favours, as to 


-negle ing them away upon thoſe perſons that do 
you, fafhot Think them worth a praying for. Theſe 
Mal. iWonſiderations I have given you as an Intro- 
ar ſe. youWuction to the matter enſuing, that you may 
leſſing he the more ſtirred up to mind whatl have to 
ware in rite: and if you have hitherto neglected 


[ters tha 
mercie 


Yayerz that you would now in good earneſt 
etabout it, O you that are ſtrangers to prayer, 


of thenonſider that you are all this while in a moſt 
d, theWvoctul and miſerable condition; for you are 
or ((aith{MWon your fins, flaves to the devil, mere ſtrangers 
fruits oo God, and under his wrath cd curſe ; and 


thereby 
ot, there 
x things 
for the 


f you ſhould dic in this condition, you are 
ndone for ever. And if you will not ſeek 
ato the Lord by earneſt prayer, that you 
ay be delivered out of this condition?“ 


them You want a pardon, you want Chriſt and 

prayer race, and you are undone i fyouhave not theſe 

: neglect oul- bleſſings, and you will not ply the throne _ 
of 8 0 
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of grace for the obtaining of them: friends f 


you did but ſeriouſly conſider your ſtate and 
your wants, you would find it neceſſary to obey | 


the words of the apoſtle here in the text, to 


Pray without ceaſing. Now thepoint of doCtrine | 


which I ſhall raiſe from theſe words in this : 
That it is both the duty andwork of every true 


chriſtian, to pray without ceaſing, Now in my 
further handling of thispoint concerning pray- 
er, [hall endeavour, Fir/t,to ſhew what pray- iſ 
er 18, Secondly, what it 1s to pray continually, | 


Thirdly,to ſhew ſome reaſons why we ought to 
praywithoutceaſing. Loftly,comakeapplication 

Firſt, what prayer is: in ſhort prayer is an 
earneſt and fervent offering up our deſires to 


God by faith, in the name Jeſus Chriſt, for 


thoſegoodthingsthat are agreable toGod-swil 
and our own neceſſity: now there mult concur 

:hoſe two things tomake upthe dutyof prayer, 
1ſt. an earneſt and fervent deſire, a longing de- 
ſireafter thoſe graces and bleſſings we come to 
God for, forthere are ſome that comefrequently 
tothe throneof grace, and offera formof words, 
in a praying way: I ſay a form of words, either 
compoſed ready to their hands, or elſe of their 
own compoſing: and ſo they come toGod with 
expreſſions of words, without an hearty defire 
after thoſe gracies and mercies they ſeem to 


pray for; but their deſires run out after other 


things; after their luſt, their covetouſneſs, and 


the o of this world ; ; and yet they will 
ſeem 


nds if þ | 
te and | 
) obey | 


xt, to 


ctrrine 


this: 
y true 


Pray e religious, or elſe as a devile, to quiet their 
on{ciences in a courſe of fin; and ſo they make 


Wonfeflion of fin toſer ve inſtead of forſakingof 


pray. 


wally. 
ght to 
cation 
r is an 
Ires to 


ſt, for docking of God; yea, it is a lying unto God; 


d'swill 
concur 
Yrayer, 
ng de- 
ome to 
Juently 
words, 
, either 
df their 
d with 
7 defire 
eem to 
r other 
ſs, and 
ey will 

ſeem 
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em to pray mightily againſt ſin, and fleſhly 
ts, which they have no deſire to be rid of; 
nd for the obtaining of thoſe gracies and ſpi- 


Witual mercies, which they are not ſenfible of 


1eir want of, nor have any deſire to attain. 


zut yet they will often make uſe of prayer, 


jther as a vel] to hide and cover their wick- 
neſs, and to ſhew themſelves to the world to 


n, and praying inſtead of repeating, Now 
ich a kind of prayer is abominable to the 
ord ;: yea, this kind of praying, is indeed no 
aying, but only babling, diſſembling, and 


9braim, (faith God) compaſſeth me about with 
, Hol. x1.12, Hypocrites do nor pray, but 
ſtead of praying they lie unto God, they 
hake as if thay had deſire to know God; to 
ve and obey God, to be holy and heavenly, 
hen indeed they have no heart, no deſire to 
y ſuch thing. This is the firſt concurrence to 
. up the duty of prayer, which is a hearty 
d fervent deſire after thoſe grates and good 
ings we pretend to pray for, without which 


r praying is no praying, but babling and 


ocking of God. 2 The other concurrence. 
make up theduty ofprayer is this: an offer- 
g up of our defires, either with the mind or 
ice, for if our deſires are never ſo great to 

. attain 
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attain grace and mercy, yet if we do not offer 
theſe deſires up withmind and voice, ourſaving 


of theſe deſires alone is not praying, but where 


there are hearty fervent deſires after grace and 
mercy, and thoſe deſires are expreſſed, either 


by ſighing, groaning, whiſpering, ſpeaking, | 


Arid 


or by voice; this is praying indeed. 


this ſhall be ſufficient to ſhew what prayer is. | 
Secondly. The next thingl promiſed to ſhew | 
is, what it is to pray without ccaſing. Now to 


pray without ceaſing, is not to do like unto 
that ſect, who thought that prayer was to be 


their whole buſineſs; no, no, there are other 


duties which God hath required, and prayer 


. muſt not come in the way of other duties, to 
ſhuffle them out. But in general to pray with- | 


out ceaſing, implies a taking hold of, and im- 
proving of all thoſe ſcaſons and opportunities, 
wherein God and our own neceſſities calls us 
unto prayer ; this is to pray without ceaſing, 
But more particularly to Per with ceaſing, 
implies. 


Firſt, A being 1 in a diſpoſition and | 


frame to pray, whenſoever God requires 1t. 
The heart muſt be reconciled to the duty of 
prayer, and fall in love with it, and come to 
the throne of grace with delight, and alſo be 
continually reſiſting of that back wardneſs and 
Indiſpoſition to prayer, whenever the ſeaſon 
of prayer approach, and always to watch our 


hearts to Keep them in a praying frame. 
Secondly 
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t offer Second, To pray without ceaſing, implies a 
ſaving Wrayiog, in every ſtate and condition of life it 
where Wlcaſeth God to call us to; for without prayer, 

ce and cknels will be unſanctified, and health will 
either We a judgment; without prayer, health and 


aking, Coſperity will be a ſnare, and will occaſion a 
And Worgetfulneſs of God, and a daring to rebel 


yer is. gainſt him, and will ſerve to encourage a 
o ſhew eglect of the ſoul, and of another world, and 


Jow to Without prayer, adveriity will be intolerable, 
e unto Ind if it be removed, it will be in anger. Thus 
s to be Wo condition ſhould cauſe a neglect of prayer. 
other MW Thirdly, To pray without ccaſing g implies 4 
prayer 
ties, to 
with- 
nd im- 


til we have our requeſt granted, God in his 
viſdom is pleaſed ſometimes to cauſe us toſtay 
onger for a mercy before it comes, both to 
mitics, Wake themercythe 1weeter to us whenitcomes, 
alls us nd allo for the trial of his people's patience, 
eaſing, Whether they will perſerve and continue wai- 
eaſing, Wing at the throne of grace, and thoſe that are 
rue believers will be content to wait, and to 
vaitin God's way, until their prayers are gran- 
ed: ſo did the woman of C anaan, when ſhe 


on and! 
1res it. 


luty of Name to Chriſt for mercy, wait; though at her 
ome to {Writ ſute, Chriſt gave her no anſwer at all, yet 
alſo be Ne, notwithſtanding, continued her ſute with 
eſs and Nnore earneſtneſs, crying after him. Bat then 


ſeaſon hriſt, though he ſpake, yet gave a ſceming 
Ch our genial and told her, that he was not ſent but 
E. only to be loſt ſheep of Lrael: and yet ſhe 
econdly, would 


derſevering in prayer, and never to give over 
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WH would not give over, but cried again for help: 
but yet inltead of helping her, he called her 
WH dog, and told her, that it was not meat to take 
the children's bread, and caſt it to the dogs. 
Then inſtead of leaving off her ſute, ſhecame | 
to Chriſt with great humility ; ſhe acknow. | 


ledged herfelf to be a dog. Sheacknowledged 


her own unworthineſs of mercy z but yet ſhe | 
deſpaired not, but by faith pleaded Chriſt's } 
mercy and bounty; telling him, Though I be- 


ing a dog, am not worthy to be made a partaker 


of the children's bread, yet the dogs may eat of 
the crumbs that fall from their maſter's table, | 
This ſhews how thankful ſhe would have 
been ſor the leaſt crumbs of mercy : where- | 
upon Jeſus immediately commanded the | 


greatneſs of her faith; and as it were, gave 
her the key of his treaſure, and bid her take 
whatſoever ſhe wanted, whether mercy for 
herſelf, or mercy for her daughter, O women, 
great is thy faith, be -it unto thee even as thou 
wilt, Thus I have ſhewed what prayer is, 
and what 1s 1t to pray without cealing 

Thirdly, the next thing is to . ſome 


reaſons why it is her duty and work of eve- 


ry Chriſtian to pray without ceaſing. 
Firſt. We ſhould pray continually, becauſe 
God is always ready to hear; and thoughGod 


| knows our wants, is ready at all times to be- 
it ſlow upon us whatſoever we want, yet the 
Lord in bis wiſdom would have us to wait up- 


on 


hi 
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Jy 


help: | 


him by fervent prayer for thoſe ſpiritual | 
d her Mod things we want; nor that prayer moves 
otake Wod, but becauſe continual fervent prayer 


dogs, Wakes us fit to receive the mercy we come un- 
came him for; if God ſhould beſtow his ſpecial 
now. Wving mercy upon a Sinner before he is fic for 
edged the mercy would be but little priz*d by-him, 
et ſhe Md God would have bur little return of praiſe 
hriſt's Wd thanks fromhim. Therefore, for this rea- 

) 7 be- In, God will be fought unto for his eſpecial 
rater Percies before he will beſtow them. After God 
eat of Nd promiſed to pardon, renew, and to hear 
table, Neal, yet he appoints prayer, as a means to 
| have Wing down theſe mercies, before he will be- 
vhere- Wn them, Ezek, xxxvi. 37. For all this, J 
d the be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, ts do 
gave 7 for them. Conſider, friends, pardon is rea- 

r take and grace is ready, and mercy is ready 
cy for embrace you Sinners. Fn 
amn, Seconaly, We mult pray without ceafingcon- 
1s thoy Nually, becauſeChriſt is continually praying 
yer is, Rus; Chriſt prayed night and day. for us, 

| hen he was upon earth, even, until he was in 
» ſome M agony, and now he is in heaven he makes 
of eve- oumual interceſſion for us, Heb. vii. 25, 
riſt in heayen is always preſenting to his fa- 
xecauſe Ner his ſuffering, and by his ſufferings and 
God ood ſhed, all that we pray for has been 
ro be- Nrchaſed; the blood of Jelus Chriſt cries in 
yet the Mod's ear on the behalf of thoſe that pray, 
ait up- W* the curſe thatChriſt hath bore may be re- 
on 


moved 
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moved from them, that the fin for which 
_ Chriſt was wounded may be forgiven them: 


that out of his fulneſs they may receive gra 
for grace; and that for his ſake they may Heal 
delivered from the wrath to come. Noire 
friends, if Chriſt prayed for us ſo long, ant dur 
ſo fervently, until he was in an agony, ande! 
ſtill prays for us in heaven; ſhall we yet lot ur 
the benefit of all for want of praying for our. Mes. 
ſelves? O for ſhame ! Seeing Chriſt doth hi. 
part, let us do ours, y t] 
Thirdly, We muſt pray withoutceaſing, be. nd 
cauſe the ſpirit is always ready to help our in. ect 
firmities, Rom. viii. 26. The ſpirit is ready ga 
inſtruct us what to pray for; as to remove the Hove 


load of indiſpoſition to this duty, to quicken No. 
our deadneſs is the duty, to enlarge our de- hat 
ſires after grace; and to Rrengrhen' us to Wre-Biihe r 
ſtle for a bleſſing. erf 
Fourthly, We muſt pray continually, becauſ Ip « 
ſatan is always ready to aſſault us; he goes nd 
 beut like a roaring lion, ſeeking who he may di. 1 
vour, 1 Pet.v. 8. Satan is never idle, he is al-WWut 
ways following us with ſnares of temptations, ect. 
our life is full of temptations, and ſhall we C 
not continually praying againſt ſatan and hishis. 
aſſaults ? wicked ſpirits are continually en- on 
gaged againſt us: We wreſtle, ſaith the apo-Wnd 
ſtle, with principalities and powers and ſpiritu | N 
wickedneſs in high places, Eph. vi. 12. Wee 
had need therefore to pray without ceaſing, Mor 
| ſecing 


/ 
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* whichMecing they ceaſe not endeavouring to bring 


them both to fin and ruin. 

e gra 7/f/bly and laſt, we ſhould pray 110805 
may bHeaſing, becauſe our corruptions quickly get 
Nos Wtrength upon the leaft negle&of prayer. If by 

ng, an dur watching, praying g, and wreſtling with God, 

y, 20ſec have got ſome ſtrength and power againſt 

= lot pur corruptions, as anger, pride, covetoulneſs, 
or Our: 


Heſhly luſts, ſenſuality, and our affections are 
1oved,and inflamed towards God and heaven- 
Wy things, and we are got into a ſtate of grace, 
ing, be. nd if we once let down our watch, and neg- 
> our in. ect prayer, our corruptions will get ſtrength 


doth hh 


ready u gain, and our graces will decay, and our 
ove theWove to God, and holy things will decay : 
8 ow all theſe things conſidered, we may ſee 
our de- 


That it is neceſſary for us to take care that we 
de not careleſs, ſlight and negligent in our 
performance of this duty of prayer, but ſtir 


to Wre- 


becaul:Wp ourſclves in the performance of this duty 
e goes nd to pray without ceaſing. = 
may de. Thus have I done with the doctrinal part: 


he is al. 


| but before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an ob- 
tations, 


lection which may lie in the way. 


half ve One objection which ſome will make is 
and hiMhis, whether they ought to pray with a form? | 
ally en. Pome there be that hold a form of prayer, 
he apo. nd ſome be againſt it. 


ſpiritual 
TR... 
ceaſing 

ſecing 


Now in anſwering this objection, f ſhall en- 

leavour to reconcile both parties: You muſt 

ote, that there are two kinds of ptaver com- 
manded 


\ 


42 we Salix r's Exerciſe 


manded by God: Firſt, publick or family 
prayer, ſecondly, ſecret prayer. 

For the firſt of theſe, if you be about pub-| 
lick or family prayer, and are the ſpeaker, it 
is moſt convenient for you to pray inaſet-form 
of words, ſuited to the general neceſſities of 
thoſe that join with you, and the neceſſities of 
mankind is general throughout the world. 
Such forms of thoſe are already compoſed by} 
many eminent divines, I fay, in publick or 
family prayer, it is moſt convenient to pray 
in ſuch a ſet compoſed form of words, has N 
thoſe which join with you, being acquainted} 
with your matter, may with more readinek| 
go along with you in your expreſſions. And 
as for the lawfulneſs of thoſe forms, conſider, 
that Chriſt hath given us a ſet- form of pray- 
er, which is the Lord's Prayer. Now this form 
Chriſt hath given us both to be a rule and pat. 
tern to direct us in prayer, and allo to be uſcd 
in our prayers; the command ofChrift in Mal. 
vi. 9. is in theſe words, After this manner pra 
- Ye, that is to teach us, that the Lord's prayer 
is given us not only to be uſed as a form, but 
allo to be a rule for directing us to pray, ac- 
cording to that pattern. But in Luke xi. 2. the 
command of Chriſt is in theſe words, whe you 
Pray, ſay, Our father, &c. This is allo to teach 
us, that the Lord's prayer is uſed not only 


as a pattern or rule: but al ſo a form to 9 
0 
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family / ed at the end of every publiek or family 
ö Drayer. 

1 o conclude this, writers record, that forms 
vere uſed when our Saviour Chriſt was upon 


he earth, and Chriſt joined with them in 


at pub. 
ker, it 
et- form 


ties of Whoſe forms: And yet Chriſt neither contra. 
ſities of Wicted theſe forms, nor blamed them for u- 
world. ing them. Therefore if your objection be 
oſed by oncerning publick or family Prayer, I have 
lick or ufficiently anſwered that. 
to Pray WF But Secondly, it your objection be concern- 
8, that Wo ſecret prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve you in 
uainted What it: if you aſk whether you ought to pray in 
adinels Wecret by a form? This is the ſame thing as if 
s. And ou ſhould aſk, whether a man ought to 
onſider, Wake uſe of his legs, or make uſe. of his 
f Pray- Wrutches to walk with? For you all know, that 
is form a man be lame, and cannot uſe his legs, he 
nd pat. Nught to walk by crutches until he can have 
be uſcd he uſe of his legs and fling his crutches aſide: 


in Ma. 
ner pray 


ven ſo thoſe that have hitherto been ſtran- 
ers to prayer, and allo to themſelves who are 


5 prayer Meak, and have not attained unto the gift of 
rm, butWrayer, and therefore they know not how to 
ray, ac- ray, theſe ought to pray by a form, and to 
i. 2. thehake uſe of ſuch forms as may lead them to 
oben yuulhe. knowledge of their own particular ſins, 
to teachſhd their own neceſſities; and then, as 
ot only on as they can come to know themſelves, 
to be u-Wheir own particular fins and wants. ſo as to 


ſelhpnfeſs them; their own corruptions and in- 


clina- 
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clinations, ſo as to lament over them, ther 
own temptations, ſo as to pray againſt them; 
alſo their own wants, that they may beg of 
God to have them ſupplied ; then they ought 
no longer to uſe a form, but to lay it aſide a 
uſeleſs, becauſe they are able to expreſs their 
own particular wants without it, And beſides 
there are no written forms of prayer, that ca 
fute with the ſtate and condition of every 
particular chriſtian ; for one chriſtian is un- 
der one circumſtance, and another under a- 
nother; therefore every one ought to ſtudyl 
his own fins, temptations; and wants, and} 
then fall to prayer, according as he finds his} 
own condition to be, But, for a man under 
whatſoever circumſtance he be, yet for him o 
uſe a form, it is a fign he prays for he knows 
not what, To give you an inſtance or two: 
Suppoſe you are a condemned malefactor, and 
were going to the king to beg a pardon, youll |} 
would not need a written form of words to 
carry with you; for your own condition would 
teach you what te ſay. Or, ſuppoſe a beggu 
ſhould come to your door in a miſerable con- 
dition, ready to ſtarve with hunger, you would 
ſoon hear how hard he would beg, what com- 
plaints he would make, and what arguments 
he would make to move your pity, without! 
written form of words : Even fo, if you have 
but a true ſight and ſenſe of your fin and mi. d 
ſery, and of your want of ſuch and ſuch ſoul 
mercie 


a. 
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nercies, you would not need a written form 
o teach you what to ſay to God, when you 
ome to the throne of grace, 
| This I hope I have ſufficiently ſatisfied you 
n anſwering this objection, whether you 
dught to pray by a ſet- form, or no? 

Thus, having done with the doctrinal part, 
ind anſwered this objections, I come now to 


5 then 
them 
beg of 
y OU@ht| 
aſide a5 
ſs their 
beſides, 


25 Mp | The application. The firſt uſe ſhall be a uſe of 
"  Wamentation, If it be ſuch a neceſſary duty of 
1 15 Every chriſtian to pray without ceaſing, then 
nder a- 


what ſhall we think of thoſe that never pray, 
either with their families nor yet in ſecret ? 
They mind nothing but the things of this 
'orld, and the Juſt of the fleſh, but never 
eck after God, Sure theſe needs au be in a 
ad miſerable condition. This is a lamentati- 
bn, and muſt be for a lamentation. 


o ſtudy 
ts, and 
inds his] 
n under} 
r him to 
> knows] 


. 2 W $:condly, The next uſe ſhall be of caution; 
wa, 85 et us be cautioned againſt theſe two things: 
10 Firſt, Let us take heed of a formal, dull, 


arelels and heartleſs performance of chis duty 


1 df prayer Now that it may be avoided, take 
8 ecd of ruſhing unpreparedly into God's pre- 
ol ce. But if you aſk, how ſhall I do to pre. 


pare myſelf aright for this duty of prayer? I 


Lat os nſwer, if you would pray ſo as your prayers 
ws ay be accepted and granted, you muſt fol- 
1 ow theſe directions. 


1. Before you go to prayer, ſtudy cheknow- 
edge of yourſelves. Examine how the caſe 
ſtands 


and mi. 
ſuch foul 
merci 
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ſtands between God and your ſouls, and which 
way your deſires run; and if you find that 
your deſires run heaven-wards, then examine 
the matter of your deſires, what it is you 

would have God to do for you: ftudy your 
Sins and wants, what corruption you deſire to 
be rid of, and what graces you would have 
God to do for you; ſtudy yourSins and wants, 
what corruption you defire to be rid of, and 
what graces you would have God beſtow up- 
on you. If you donotacquaint yourſelves with 
your care before-hand, you cannot expect to 
know it aright on a ſudden ; as you go te 
pray, if you do not actually look into your 
hearts and lives before you go to prayer, your 
fouls will be unhumbled, and want that lively} 
ſenſe of your neceſſities, which mult put life 
into your prayers. Before you pray, conſider 
what Sin is, what God's wrath and hell is, and 


What luſts and corruptions are yet in you. and 


what grace and mercy you ſtand in need of, 
And this will make you pray, and pray to 
purpoſe, with all your heart. 

2. As you go to prayer, take need of vain 
and ſinful thoughts, that they do not come in 
and ſpoil the duty. To this end, watch your 
hearts, yourthoughts, and your affections, ve⸗ 
ry carefully, that your heart be not enfnared 
with the love of money, Pleaſures, or any 
luſtful deſires ? the thought will calily fol 
low the affections. 

| 25 When 


hich W 
that 
mine 


you 
your 
Ire to 
have 
ants, 

and 
y UP- 
With 


t to 


70 te 


your 
your 
lively 
it life 
1{1der 
„ and 
„and 
d of. 
ay t0 


F vain 
me in 
your 
8, Ve- 
nared 
r any 


y fol- 


When 


eemeth a ſon and a member of Jeſus Chriſt; 
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3. When you come to God by prayer, come 
n ſuch humility as beſeemetha condemned ſin- 
er, and yet in the faith and boldneſs that be- 


lo not conceive a conceit of thy worthineſs in 
ourſelves, yet take heed of any deſpairing 
houghts in prayer: but be as conſtant in eve- 
y lawfulrequeft as you aſk, as if you ſaw your 
plorious redeemer interceding for you with his 
father. Faith and hope is the life of prayer, 
ind Chriſt is the life of hope. If you pray, and 
hink you ſhall never be the better for pray- 
ng, your prayer will have but little life, there- 
ore let a crucified and glorified Chriſt be al- 
vays before your eyes in prayer, not in a pic- 
ure, but in thoughts of a believing mind. See 
hat the apoſtle faith to the Hebrews, Heb. 
v. 14. 15. 19. We have a great high prieſt 
hat is paſſed into the Heavens, Feſus the Son of 
od, that was in points tempted as we are, 
nd yet without Sin. Let us come therefore 
vith boldneſs tothe Throne of grace, that we may 
Hain Mercy, and have Grace, to help intime of 
eed, Alſo, Heb. vi. 25. He is able to ſave to 
be utmoſt them that come unto God through him, 
eeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
ea, we have a promiſe byChriſt for encour- 
gement, Job, xiv. 13. F you ast any thing 
n my name, I will do it. 
4. Labour hard with your hearts all the 
me youare praying, to keep them! in a reve- 
rent 


—— wä— —— k ;. 
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* 


lay before you, is this: 
prayer, take heed of contenting yourſelvg 
with the bareperformance of thatduty, think. 
ing yourwork isdone whenyourprayer isdone, 
but carefully examinehowyour thoughts hav 
been, in what frame your hearts have bee 
whilſt you were praying, and then watch for 
a return of prayer. Do not think you have 
done enough, when you have done praying, 
but watch for a return of prayer, David had 
been praying, and then he was reſolved to 
hearken what the Lord ſpeak, P/alm. Ixxxv 
8.50 thechurch believing that theLord would 
hear reſolvestowait for him, Matt. vii. 7. T hert 
fore will I love the Lord; I will wait for il 
my Salvation: my God will bear me, 
Friends, if you do not watch for return 0 
prayer, you do not conſider what you do, d 
whom you have codo with, in prayer. When 
you pray, you engage in an ordinance, and 
ſhall that be uſed in vain; you are, therefore 
to ſtand upon your watch-tower, and to ob- 
' ſerve with the prophet, what God faith i 
you, Heb..it.-I, This | 18 the ſecond uſe. 


God of 
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rent, ſerious, fervent frame, and ſuffer then 
not to gro remiſs and cold, prayer to turn in 
to lip-labour, or into a life-leſs formality thi 
heart may be ſenſeleſs, though the voice ſeen 
to be earneſt, and therefore the heart mult hy 
carefully watched, and diligently ſtirred up 
5. In the laſt place, the other caution Iſhal 
After you have dong 
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T hit diy 


ortation, for the ſtirring of you all up, both 
h family and ſecret prayer. As for family 
rayer : O be perſwaded for the Lord's ſake 


, not only in the evening, but every morning 


nmortal ſouls, do not ſuffer your company 
uſineſs, and the delights of the world and 


ody and ſoul in hell for ever. Let me per- 
vade you to take this counſel, that what com- 
any ſoever is at your houſe, at unſeaſonable 
mes, tell them thus: That is now time for t 


pnnot ſhake off your company and buſineſs in 
me, then do as Abraham did, Gen. xxii. 5. 
ho ſaid tothe young man, tarry you here, bil 
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Thirdly, the third and laſt uſe ſhall be of ex- 


at you would make conſcience of family pray-' 


d evening. This is a duty that is moſt ſadly 
glected in this age. O] for the ſake of your 


ſh, to rob you of God's love, and to ruin your 


be with your God, it is time for you to be at home, | 
ading and praying in your families, But if you 


and this lad go yonder and werſhip, Confider 
end s, your fouls are more than ten thouſand _ 
orlds ; and you had better neglect any thing 
this world, than to neglect your fouls, But, 


ving ſaid ſomething for the perſwading to 


mily prayer, in my ſermon oh Feſbua's refo- | 
tion, I need ſay no more of it here. 

Therefore, 2dly, Let me alſo exhort you to 
cret, prayer; for it is to be feared, that this 
ſo i8 very much neglected amongſt us; nay, 
is not only neglected amongſt looſe prophane 
„ Sinners, li 
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| Sinners, but alſo, it is to be feared, it is ſadh 
} negleced by profeſſors, and thoſe that are con. 
ſtant performers of family duties. Many that 
make conſcience of praying in their milie 
both night and morning, yet follow them t 
their chambers cloſets, and you ſhall ſce no- 
thing of ſecret prayer. Friends I can tcl] you, 
and that by woctul experience too, that to pray 
aright 1s the hardeſt work 1n religion ; and that 
| by reaſon of thoſe many opportunities, pull 
backs, and hindrances in this duty; {ccret 
Prayer is the greateſt enemy the devil has; he 
cannot endure that people ſhall go to pray i 
ſecret, becauſe no duty can be more pow erf 
in the pulling down of Satan's kingdom: in the 
| fou}, and ſetting up the kingdom of Chril, 
than ſecret prayer is. 27 
Con ſider, that ſecret prayer, if fervent, is. 


nees. 
zrneſt 
him 
open 
ord © 
eſſing 
enant 
ries tl 
e ſtro 
ſtant 

mes, | 
d ma 
it. 
e dut 
ings. 

Firſt, 
ſecre 
an « 


+ firiving againſt fin and corruption, for Whenehyceritz 
ver we are a {iriving againſt ſin, for duty alf, wh 
fin ſtrive for the victory; whilit duty holds aig of þ 
up, Sin goes down, but when duty flags, SN but 
gets up. Secret pray, if hearty, wii mak, whe 
us weary of Sinning, or elſe Sin will mo ke em. 2: 
_ weary of ſuch kind of praying. Ard it loſt of | 
cret prayer once be a Weariſomneſs to us, Norld 
is a {ad ſign that Sin gets the upper-hand i in Go 
there cannot be a more effectual way tori econ. 
ſinner to kill his fin, than by ſecret prayer, Mus way 
Sinner never fights againſt fin with à greatdwards 


Zeal, nor with greater ſucceſs chan upon it 
5 kng 


F A 
aha 
. == 
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ſadynees. When once a ſinner comes to kneel in 
con. Nirneſt before God, his luſt muſt quickly kneel 
tha him. Our confeſſion of Sin, and laying of 
nile open before the lord, our complaining to the 
m Ford of it, our crying to the lord againſt it; 
e no-efling him upon his promiſe, upon his co- 
1 you Wnant to help it, theſe are the-mightieſt bat- 
» praſſh ries that we can make for the beating down 
d that ſtrong hold of Sin. O, be periwaded to be 
pulli tant and conſtant in ſecret prayer, ſet your 
{-crt{Wmes, for ſecret prayer, and keep your times, 
as; hd make a firm reſolution with yourſelves to 
pray i it. Now for the farther ſtirring you up to 
werbe duty of ſecret prayer, conſider theſe four 
un chhhings. 


Chrill 


— 


ſecret prayer daily and frequently, this would 
t, is an evident ſign of your uprightneſs and 

wheneFcerity ; it is a ſign that you ſeek God, him- 
1ty arMif, when none but God knows of your ſeek- 
ds Mg of him. He is not a true chriſtian outward- 


Firſt, Conſider that if you make Conſcience 1 


os, Si but he is a true chriſtian that is one inward- 


T mal 
make l 
d if | 


, Whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of God, 
om. 21. 28, 29. But he that lives in the neg- 
& of ſecreat duties, though he paſs in the 


o U, {World to be never ſo good a Chriſtian, yet he 
- nand ij in God's account no better than a Hypocrite. 
ay for I Secondly, Conſider ſecret prayer is a marvel- 
raycr, Nis way to thrive in Grace, and to grow rich 
, greatWvards God. By this means, faith will grow 


n bl 
ay 


2 


. 


C2 8 exceed- 
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exceedingly, our love to God will abound, out 
Souls, will proſper. O what a great benefit Lgalr 
does he reap thereby! How good does he find f ſp 
God to be unto his ſoul! ſo that he can 1 ex. MValit 
perience ſay with the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 86. „il tl 

, bat he is plenteous in mercy to all that call od 7Z 9 
im. like 


pride 


Thirdly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a mean F 
| to fit you for publick ordinances : thoſe thut ke 
| are the moſt upon their knees in their Cham-MWpubli 

ber or cloſet, will receive moſt benefit in pub None 
lick. God muſt be ſought unto in ſecret to fi mme 

us for publick worſhip ; thoſe that before theſp!one, 
come to hear, pray earneſtly in ſecret, that theſWou h 

| Goſpel may come to them not in the word only aid o 
but in power alſo, for the cutting down tho be 
| 1trong hold of fin, and for the building thennd b. 
vp in grace and holineſs ; thoſe are likely wt, an 
find goſpel working effectually upon then he ti: 
and that is the power of God for their ſalvationreſſec 
Rom. 1 16, 17, For I am aſhamed of thWuty 1 
Goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the power of Gohis di 

| unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, lh FV. 
the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek. For ther Have e 
in is the righteouſneſs of God revealed fronfſoys th 
faith to faith: as it is written, the Juſt ſha ) the 
| live by faith. or (in, 

Thoſe that before they come to the Lord"! O 


| Aupper, examine themſelves alone, beg that G 
would fetch them, and are importunate . 
_ God for ſtrength againſt every Corruption, 4 


he fair 
l 
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„our pride, covetouſneſs, envy, anger, malice, alſo 
nefitWgainit a hard heart, ſluggiſhneſs, and dulneſs 
find f ſpirit, diſordered affections, ſelf-love, ſen- 
y ex. uality, and the like; they alſo that beg for 
6. „l the fruits of Chriſt's ſuffering, and for all 
| uponWh< graces of his ſpirit, ſuch as theſe are not 

like to be ſent empty away. | 


nean Fourthly, Conſider ſecret prayer is a means 


e thalſto keep publick duties upon the heart, after 
ham. publick exerciſe is ended. Your work is not 
1 pub None when publick exerciſe is over, but you are 
- to fifſ@menediately, as ſoon as you come home, to go 
e theſſlone, and in ſecret to pray over the word that 
at the Hou have heard: this, firſt, has any Sin been 
| only,{Waid open to you wherein you know yourſelves 
un theo be guilty ? Then confeſs it, and bewail it, 
> thenſÞ"d beg pardon for it, and for ſtrength againſt 
cely t, and reſolve to ſet themſelves againſt it for 
them he time to come. Secondly, has any duty been 
vationÞreſſed upon you? Then mention to God this 
of thFWuty in ſecret, to incline your heart to perform 
of GofWhis duty. FL 9) B As | 85 
eth, I Ffibh, conſider, ſecret prayer is the way to 
r then Have eſpecial tokens of God's love, and thoſe 
-d fronfſW0ys that a ſtranger does not intermeddle with, 


D the ſweet meltings and thawings of the heart | 


1ſt ſha | 
—_ or (in, that the faints meet with in ſecret pray- 


, Lord"! O the viſits that the great phyſician of 
hat G ouls does make to poor ſinners in this duty! 
ate wind the inward joy, peace and comfort, that 


he ſaints do meet with in their ſecret addreſſes * 


5 . 


> tion, | 


pridk 


1 


34 The SAINT 's Exerciſe. - 
unto God by prayers! And friends, ſhoulf 
not this be a great encouragement to you toh 
frequent in ſecret prayer; but if all this be 
encouragement enough. _. 

Conſider in the Sixth and Laſt place, thaty 
daily and fervently pray in ſecret, meditate a 
examine yourſelves, and take pains with you 
_ own hearts in ſecret, God will reward you oper 
ly. This is the argument that Chriſt uſetht 
inforce ſecret prayer, Mat. 6. 6. When i 
| prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and ſput the Du 


nyit; 


and pray ts thy Father, which is in ſecret, a 0 
thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward tt WY 
openly. As ſecret wickedneſs ſhall be open ED 

{ "puniſhed, ſo ſhall ſecret duties be openly n 1 
warded before men and angels at the laſt day. I 

Nov in the next place, I ſhall give you ſonſ 15 

directions for the attaining of the gift of pi _' 
er, and alſo furniſh you with matter of praya "> 
who are bare of matter, as well for the help. 0 
thoſe who are of a weak capacity: and beca 32 
I would omit nothing that might be for i... 
good of Souls, that may be a means and a wi na! 
to help them to heaven, I have now, throy he 
the help of God, writ one treatiſe more up 2 
this ſubject, to direct you now to attain ton 2 
gift of prayer, and fupply you with marſh hel 
for prayer, with ſome directions for ſhort he he 
jaculatory prayer, and the Lord give you s 1 p 
deſtanding. 3 


3 The Bud of the FIRST 1 


1 1E 
Saint's Duty and Exerciſe: 


Or, An Earneſt 


nvitation to the Throne of GR A C E. |. 
'The Second PART. 


1 Theſſ. v. 17. Pray without ceaſing. 


N my firſt (The Sai” s Duty and Excrciſe,) 
I ſhewed, 

12 What Prayer is. 1 
2dly. I gave ſome reaſons why we ſhould ; 
dray without ceaſing, 


4thly and la/ily, J made {ome application 
Where, 


ſnoul 
u tod 
ben 


hat yr 
ate ani 
tk YOu 
u open 
{ſeth t 
en t ö 
2 Dil 
el, Ak 
rd th 


Open 
nly n 


0 1. I gave an uſe of Lamentation, 
c 2. An Uſe of Caution. 
wal 2. An Uſe of Exhotation, But, 


Becauſe this duty of prayer is of 10 great con- 
equence, that the right performance of it ſhews 
man or woman to be in a converted and re- 
ewed ſtate, and in their way to heaven and 
ternal glory, but the neglect of this great du- 
y, ſhews plainly whatever they think of them- 
clves, yet they are yet in their unconverted 
and unrenewed ſtate, and fo in the broad way 
o hell and damnation ; I ſhall therefore (by 
he help of God) endeavour to do according 
as I promiſed in my firſt book; that is, to 
nlarge my uſe for exhortation. 


4 . By 


helpt 
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I. By ſhewing you how you ſhall attain 
unto the gift of prayer, and what means you 
may come to be furniſhed with matter 0 
prayer, that are barren of matter. | 
24ly. I ſhall give you ſome ieee 7 coins 
cerning ſhort ejaculatory prayer. 3 
34h). If you are dead and dull, I ſhall in Mil f 

laſt place give- you ſome directions, how ya od's 
may get your hearts enlivened and quickenedi” th 
and how you may come to be fervent and heart” : 

in prayer, and ſo I ſhall conclude this ſubjed ne 
Now in the firſt place, do as one of Chriſt Sec, 
Diſciples did, John 11. 1. who came to Chris” FI 
and deſired him to teach them to pray, eve arift 
as John taught his diſciples ; ſo go you to Gal erty 


ves, 
nd al 
hich 
550 


in the name of Chriſt, and Geire him to tea 400 
you to pray: Say, Lord teach me to pray, Br nd th 
for God's holy ſpirit, that he would help 5. zus la 
to pray, and aſſiſt you in prayer, and put word ndec 
into your mouth; for it is the ſpirit that mul tor, 
help your inflimities; ſaith the apoſtle, Ry aithfi 

8. 28. For we know not what ts pray for as ul. 
ought But the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſu -,* 

for us, with Groans that cannot be expreſſth ill c: 

And if you come with an earneſt deſire of tit eſſing 
ſpirit's help, he will helpand aſſiſt you. But tb. pu th 
is not all; for there are other means that yl hem, 
muſt uſe, if you deſire to attain unto the Gil ou, 
of prayer. e 

Firſt, you muſt labour to be wel acquaint 4 yo 
at V 


| with yourſelves; ; ſtudy well your hearts an 
live 


The Saint's Exerciſe. 57 | 
ves, and ſtudy truly the word and will of God, 
„ad all the branches of the ten commandments, 
hich you may do by the help of the em- 
5 Catechiſm, or any other book which ex- 


eaning of the Lord's Prayer, and there you 
ill find how ſhort you come of ſanctifying 
od's name, and doing of his will; and how 


kene r the kingdom of grace is from coming into 
hear our Souls, when as you experience the king» 
ubje om of fin and ſatan to reign there ſo much. 
christ Secondly, for the furniſning you with matter 
Chr er prayer. In the next place, ſtudy God and 


hriſt, and labour to know him in his nature, 


0 ributes, and works ; and eſpecially labour to 
o tea acquainted with his dealings towards you; 
y, Be nd then you will ſee what a holy and righte- 


us law you break, what a God you have of- 
Won nded, even your maker, preſerver and bene- I 

ctor, Once more ſtudy well the truth and 
aithfulneſs of God, and then you will ſee what 
Wromiſes you have lighted, and what threat- 
erceſul dings you have contemned, and theſe things 
ill cauſe you to aggravate you ſin in con- 
Welling of them; and beſides, they will make 
pu the more earneſt, in begging pardon for 
hem, and to ſtudy God's great goodneſs to 
jou, and to think on the ſeveral kinds of his 
nercy, which he has beſtowed upon you, both | 
or your ſouls and bodies. As for inſtance, by Wl 
mat wonderful mercy your lives are preferved, 
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lains the ten commandments, Study alſo the 


. Hah luſtfulnels, wantonneſs, covetouſneſs, i 
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I 


and you ſaved from all dangers, when as (emp 
many diſtempers, and ſuch a multitude of Hou 4 
ſualties and dangers. And to this end he Haid t 
news his Mercy to you every morning, r p 
every night, and every hour: he alſo by ons, 
good hand of providence, feeds you with that“ 
Y fruits of the earth, and gives it virtue to noi luſt, 
riſh you, and gives you an appetite to digeſt'en Hnd t 
* Alſo he continues your eaſe, whilſt many otheſ ice 
are in pain and miſery : alſo he continues tl. 
ſight of your eyes, and the uſe of all youPer | 
ſenſes and members, and gives you ſweet ant u. 
comfortable reſt, and comfortable habitation 755 
wt beſides, the great mercy of all is, you bW'! * 
in a loſt and undone eſtate and conditia | ith 
% delivered up his dearly beloved ſon a fac hrifl 
fice upon the croſs, that by his ſufferings anW<P<2 
death, he might deliver us from hell and eterorru] 
nal wrath, and purchaſe Heaven and fſalvat*® lay 
on for you; and upon this account, he hat s the 
given you the light of his holy word and goes 
pel; he hath given you his ſabbath and Hh y a 
miniſters, and his holy ſpirit to teach and un nd th 
ſtruct you in the way to heaven and happinel'Þ2" * 
Now, if you will but ſtudy all theſe ſorts d nd l. 
mercies, what abundance of matter, you wil dbtain 
| find for praite and thankſgiving ! Study al“ Fa 
| what temptations you daily meet withal in te in 
| world ; what ſpares, baits and allure ment“ ve 
you often meet with, prompting you up i ap 0 
* 


temp 


ö The SainT's Exerciſe. 69 
1 a8 104 2zmperance, malice, or revenge, and how apt 
of ou are to be overcome by thoſe temptations; 


he nd then you will find matter enough to pray 
g, aner power and ſtrength againſt thoſe tempta- 
by ions, that you be not overcome. Study alſo, 
ith that victory you have got over ſuch and ſuch 
o no luſt, and then you will find matter of praiſe 


nd thankſgiving to God for giving you that 
'ictory as the Apoſtle did, 1. Cor. 11. 17, 
Alſo you will find matter to bewail and lament 
ver thoſe ſins and corruptions that you can- 


eftenl 
other 

aes tl 
1 youf 


et an Pot yet find you have got any victory. 

tation Tbirdly, ſtudy well the fulneſs of Chriſt, and 
you bfſ or own emptineſs, and this will furniſh you 
dition With matter of prayer. Conſider, that in 

1 fact hriſt there is fulneſs of grace, there is power to 


epent of ſins paſt, there is ſtrength againſt I 


gs ant 
O . . 115 
orruption, there is power enabling the ſinner 


4 eter 


Calvo lay hold of Chriſt by a ſaving faith: there 
e has the Grace of divine love, of holy fear of pa- 
id gofence, of Graces implanted in nature, but 
and Hhey are all purchaſed by the blood of Chritt, 
and ind they are all hid in Chriſt, to be beſtowed 
zpinehÞP9n all ſuch as earneſtly deſire them, and ſeek * 
ſorts end labour by hearty fervent prayer for the 


obtaining of them, Col. 1. 9. Far it pleaſeth 
the Father, that in him ſhall all fulneſs dwell, 
50 in John, 1. 16. For of his fulneſs all have 


ow vil 
dy all 
in th 


ments fcc2ved grace for grace, Friends, if you did 
u up Pu once come to ſce the fulneſs vi Chriſt, 
neſs, nd your own emprinefs, you would never 


temp ceaſe 


60 ee er,, 
ceaſe crying unto him, until your ſouls ar 
repleniſhed with thoſe ſaving graces which ar 
Purchaſed for loſt ſinners, and laid up in 
Chriſt. You know that a child, when he ſe] 
a pedler's pack opened, and ſeeing ſo man 
things, he will cry to his father, father, gin 
me this or that: So would you cry to God, you Se. 


heavenly father, for ſuch and ſuch ſaving gr. irec 
ces, if you did but once come to ſee the rich- Hr: 

es of Chriſt, and your own wants and necceſi: Wo Ge 
tles. „„ t an 
Fouribly, Obſerve how the caſe goes witicially 
the church and people of God, and how theiyour 
| caſe goes with your neighbours and relations Nellin 
your | 


| and with the family in which you dwell, both 
in reſpect of their ſouls and this will furniſ 
you with matter for prayer and interceſſion. WW 
Fiſibiy, Join as oft as you can with praying 
perſons, and of them you may learn to pray, 
Sixthly and Laſtly, For your help, get by 
heart Yome forms of prayer (out of a book) and 
W make uſe of them, until by them you come to 
| know your own ſins and wants, and ſo can pra 
better without them. But I need not fend you 
to a prayer-book to learn to pray; do but ſts 
dy and conſider well upon what I have wrote 
jn this ſmall book, and follow this rule; namely, 
ſtudy well your ſins, corruptions, and tempt 
tions, your wants, and your daily mercies, and; 1, 
then you will be furniſhed with matter enough /þ,, 
for Prayer. 
1 Thu 


e NE Oe — ] 


0 4 


Thus have I finiſhed the firſt thing 1 pro- 
id, that is, to ſhew you how you ſhall attain 
nto gift of prayer; and to furniſh you with 
atter, who are week and barren of matter. 


TY are] 
ich ar 


up i 
he ſers 


Agr: I ſhall be brief in the other two: 4 
4, you Secondly, I promiſed alſo to give you ſome _ 
g gr. directions concerning ſhort ejaculatory pray- 
e rich Her: and this is a ſudden- lifting up of the heart 


to God in a ſhort phraſe, which may be done 
at any time, or any place or company, eſpe- 


>Cceſſi 


5 withWcially when you are alone, when you are at 
w the your work, or when you are a walking or tra- 
ation Helling by the way, then you may often lift up 


your heart to God in ſome ſhort prayer, and yet 
o hindrance to you in what you are about : 
and beſides, you may meet with ſome caſual- 
ies, or ſome temptations, or ſome motions, 


„ both 
urniſh 
ion. 


raying 

— ay come into your mind to move you to ſome 
get by hort breathing forth of your ſoul to God: and 
K) and s occaſion ſerves, learn to plead with God, 


me Hand plead his attributes thus: 


1 Pra] Firf, when you chance to meet with any 

id you empting or enſnaring object, that you are a- { 

ut ſtu· raid of being caught in the devil's hook, then 

wrotSplead God's omniſciency thus: 

mel 0 moſt Wiſe, Omnipotent, all. ſeeing 1 all- 
mpta Nνον]πã ö g God, from whom no ſecret thing can be 

5 ande , coho makeſt all my Reps, and underſtandeſt 


noug 


Thus 


Wy thoughts afar ff, I re thee give me grace, 
that 
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that I may ſee thee always before mine Eyes, ani 
be mindful of my appearance at the bar of 10 
W Juſtice, that I may not dare ts venture upon thai 
| fin that I am now tempted to. 

Secondly, If you find any fin or luſt like uf 
overcome you, then plead God's power a 

all ſufficiency : 

O Almighty Great and glorious Lord Gi 
whoſe ſtrength is made perfect in weakeeſs, I pra icht 
_l thee, according to thy almighty power, ſtrength 
ne with thy grace, that I may, by thy help, M. 
enabled to overcome this fi in, this Inſt, this vans Ind n 


| ""Thirdy, If for want of taking heed, yo bout 
chance to be overtaken, and fall into any kin t 
ef ſin, then plead the mercy and goodneſs lead 
God, and the merits of Chriſt, for your pi 0 
don chus : fe it 

O moſt merciful, gracious and loving father, i 


o 

res 

Chriſt, I pumbly entreat thee, for his bitter acai! ak 

and bloody paſſion*s ſake, that thou woulaſt par elec] 

and forgive me this fin, and give me grace 10 ro 

again by true repentance, ant be more watch/uM,, 55. 

over my heart and life for the time to come. 97 to 

Whenſocver you think upon your natural 6 

pollutions and defilements, then plead che hv eſs, 

lineſs of God thus: 5 

O moſt Holy, Boh, Holy Lord God of ſavbato,;c1, 

| 200 art of purer cYesS than te behold iniquity; 2 
Pray thee waſh away my / 71s in the blood 4 770 ake, 

rif 
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r any brift, Sanfify my name; purify my eee | 
of en dead works. | 
on la But to be ſhort, if you are under any doubts 
„Pr fears, or under any kind of affliction, then 
like vi 1cad the wiſdom of God, that he might work 


7 and all things about for your g good. 


Alſo, when you are going to read, or hear 


d GMhe word of God, then plead God's truth and 
prof aithfulneſs, chat, for his truth's ſake, he 
ng 191 vould give you grace to hearken to his coun- 
ep, "els, obey his precepts, embrace his promiles, 


5 V41-SWnd ſtand in awe of his threatnings. 


Lofily. Once more, when you are a going 


1, ha bout the ſer duty of prayer, and finding your- 
y kiniW1f to be dull, and unfit for that duty, then 
neſs lead the quickening ſpirit of God, thus : 

ur pa O infinite, eternal and everlaſting God who are 


e itſelf and giveſt life and being to all crea- 
ures : and by the virtue of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
ill one day raiſe the dead out of their graves : J 
beſeech Fu alſo, by the ſame virtue, that thou i 
vouldt quicken my dead and dull ſpirit : juffer i 
ze mot to bring a dead and dull ſpirit : fuffer me 
ot to bring a dead ſacrifice before a living G9; 

but take from me deadneſs, dulneſs, and drouſi- 
eſs, or what ſo hinders or indiſpoſeth me to du- 
. Quicken me, I pray thee, ts duty, and 
Juicken me in duty; inſpire in me, I beſeecch thee, 
N new ſpiritual life; and this 1 beg for Chriſt's il 
b. | | | 


ther, i 
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Thus J have endeavour'd as plain as I coul 
do put words into your mouths, and teach you] 
W how to pray, both by a ſet duty, and by ſhor] 
ejaculations. To conclude all, when you ar 
going to pray, labour to ſtir up your foul 1 
into a lively and ſerious belief of the unſemi 
things of another world: And pray, as if yah -— 
| ſawthem before your eyes, as if you ſaw God in hi 
glory, as if you ſaw heaven and hell, the glo- 
| rified and the damned, Chriſt in heaven intel 
ceeding for you. Such a believing ſight as thi 
will make you ſerious, and pray to purpol 
with all your hearts. Thus by following 6 
I! theſe rules, you will, by God's help, obtainre t 
. fervency in prayer. ords 
l aiah 
| Now confi der theſe things, and the Lord 22 
you underſtanding. Ir, a 
day 
om t 
s wh. 
on is 
nd tl 
3 
ow 15 
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Day of SALVATION: 


2 Cor. vi. part of Verſe : 2: 


Behold, now is the Accepted Time; Be- 
hold now is the Day of Salvation. 


10 

1 
} 
4 


HE occaſion of theſe words may be 
taken from the words immediately be- 
bre the text, which are the Lord's own 
ords, ſpoken by the mouth of the prophet Þſ 
aiah 49. 8. ſaying, I have heard thee in a time 
ccepted, and in a day of ſalvation I helped thee: ' ii 
Dr, as it is in the words before the text, In 
day of ſalvation have I ſuccour*d thee, And 
om thence the apoſtle takes occaſion to ſhew Ul 
s when that {accepted time, and day of ſalva- 
on is, wherein God hears us and accepts us 
nd that he doth hear, in the words of my 
xt, Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, WM 
ow 15 the day of ſalvation. = 
From theſe words I ſhall gather chis gene- wo 

| obſervation : 1 
That the only time to make our peace with 1 
od, and thereby to obtain mercy and falvati- We 
n is now, this preſent ſeaſon of grace; on the 
me : preſent 1 is the only acceptable time: for, | [1 lj 
Behold | 


rd gil 


W's: 


—— rr A re 
— — IM — 


66 The Accepted Time, 


OW 1: 
race, 


Behold, now is the aceeptcd time; behold, wil 
is the day of our ſalvation. | 
The text affords us theſe two general pary 


Firſt. Here is a double note of attention! * 
Behold! Bebuld ! bl 
Secondly, Here is the ſubje& matter to 44 37 
old, that is, Now is the accepted time; anl....... 
i Now is the day of ſolvation. | the 
Hi, Here is a double note of attentinÞ... o 
* behold! behold! Now to behold a thing, ist Be bold 
| take great notice. of it, and to obſerve it, , An 
to mind it; and we may be ſure, that when o the 
ever we are called upon to behold a thing, I 37) 
muſt be ſomething of very great concen... 7, 
There are many things are not worth behol 2 
ing; for if you mind it, you may find i b 8 
the ſcriptures, that when any thing mention, c. 
ed that is of greater concernment than othen ccepte 
*tis always brought in with this note, Bebo lay of 
As James 3. 12. Behold, and ſee, if there be fe ue 
_ forrow like unto my ſorrow, A matter of gre im b 
concernment. S0 John 1. 22. Bebold the Ln ccept 
of God that taketh away the fins of the wog 5 

and many others. Now there cannot be a m . 
ter of greater concern than this is my text, thi Nov 
| mow is the accepted time, and now. is the dq ect, 1 
ſalvation. A thing which concerns our . Fir} 
ning or loſing of heaven for ever; a th. © 
| .which concerns our everlaſting peace, or 0... 
iſ] everlaſting woe; that now is the time, that 5% 

we in earneſt ſeek for mercy, we may havef 


his ac 
ng | 


SES — 
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Id, n ow is the time, and if we ſeek and deſire 
| race, pardon and ſalvation, we ſhall be ac- 
1 Party -pted 3 but afterwards all our praying, cry- 


"IS g, and intreating, will be in vain, Now 


hat can be more worth our beholding than 
is? This is a matter which concerns our- 
Ives, and it is of the greateſt concernment 
the world; therefore this requires a double 
ote of attention, and to put us in mind of it: 
Bebold! behold) 9 
And fol paſs, ſecondly, From the note behold, Nj 


r to 4 
; and 


ention 


g, Bi 


- it, an 


when, the ſecond general matter. Subject matter 
ung, Ee Sebold; and that alſo is double : Behold, 
* w is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 


nd itt 
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he day of ſalvation are two words; yet in 
nſe they they are one and the fame : For the 
ceepted time is our day of ſalvation, and our 
lay of ſalvation is the accepted time. Whereip, | 
f we unfeignedly ſeek the Lord, and turn tg 
im by true repentance, we ſhall be ſure to de 
ccepted, pardoned, and ſaved: For, Bebolh if 
ww 15 the accepted time, now is the day of ſatoa- 1 
ion. 
Now in the further proſecution of this ſub. 
ect, I ſhall proceed after this manner. 
Fir#. I ſhall ſhew you, that with us there 
$ ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day of 


"I alvation. _ 
' ei Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you the ſeaſon whe 
es accepted time, and day of ſalvation is 


+ h 


ſalvation, Now, tho'ꝰ the accepted time, and 
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Thirdly. The reaſon of it. And, 


e ha 
Laſtly, The application, : it; 
I ſhall begin with the firſt, and ſhew Jie w 

that with us there | is ſuch a time and day of 4 as | 
vation, And firſt, in reſpect of the fallen ange time 
who never had ſuch a ſeaſon of time allo; th 
them: Alas! they committed but one ſin den 
gainſt God, and that but only in thought, Me af 
| yet for that one fin they were thruſt out of Mitinu 
ven, and reſerved unto chains of darkneſs st - 
to the dreadful day of judgment: They M op; 
ing once fallen, had never a day of ſalvati ve b 
offered them, they never had one momentWod ir 
time allotted them, upon the improvement ace is 
8 — they might have been reſerved to r ſhu 
1 Therefore, if they ſhould pray and e mor 
1 N! entreat the Lord never fo earneſtly, Mygels : 
he would forgive them that one (in, and Mace p. 

ſtore them once more to mercy, yet they t it, 
never be regarded, Chriſt ſuffered not Md cal 
them, there was not one drop of blood ſhed his ſ 
waſh away their fins : For he took not upon Maried 
the nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraha ſpiſec 
A las! t 
I Secondly, There is with us ſuch a time ahions 
1 accepted time, and day of ſalvation, in oppoi d ſou 
tion to thoſe damned ſouls that are now in he Thirg 
Lis true, the devils being once fallen, neu e, a; 
had mercy offered them, they never had hat ſh 
minute of time afforded them to work Mp whe 
. e mi 


theirownſalvation, whereastheſedamedwretch 
"I oa 
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| it; they once had a day of ſalvation, a 
e wherein they might have been accepted : 
as | they'd many a call from God, time af- 
wwe, many a ſecret motion from his ſpi- 
they once heard many a ſermon, and en- 
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174 
ange 
allot 
e lin; 


ht, Ae after time, year after year, whilft they 
of bentinued in their rebellion again him: But, 
neſs Ms! alas! they ſinned away all their preci- 
hey Hs opportunities: All this time they might 


il vatic 


ve been accepted, if they had turned to 
ment! | 


d in earneſt : But, lo! now the day of 


ment 

to mer ſhut againſt them; now they are left in a 

and i more miſerable condition than the fallen 
ly, Ugels are in; for they once had a ſeaſon of 


and face put into their hands, but they willfully | 


ey ht it, and trifled it away; long did God wait 

not d call upon them from one time to another, 
| (hed his ſpirit, and by his meſſengers; but they 
upon Maried out his patience, grieved his ſpirit, . iſ 


brahaWſpiſed his meſſengers, abuſed his goodneſs : 


las! the devil will never have ſuch conſide- 
me as1 
1 oppd 
in hel 
en, nen 
had o 
rork ( 
wretch e miſerable condition that thoſe damned 
1 5 2 


f 4 


d ſouls now have. 
Thirdly, There is ſuch a time as an accepted 


at ſhall be with us hereafter : If we let it 


e had mercy offered them, but they deſpi- MW 


"4 many a ſabbath, God waited upon them 


ace is. concluded, the door of hope i is for e- 


tions rs theſe to torment them, as theſe dam- vl 


ne, and day of ſalvation, in oppoſition to 


p when we come to hell, we ſhall be in the 


mercy, looked in tender love upon loſt mat. 


| ceiving of this his fon, as he offered, we ſhal 
be accepted, pardoned and faved ; bur if w 
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ſouls are in, that are already there, Conſider 1 
that men being created in a holy and right nd 3 
ous eſtate, and we being fallen, if God hal; ne 
not found a way for our recovery, we half. a 
been left in a miſerable condition, as the lol P 
angels were, But God, of his unſpeakablki As 


9 u 
ad 
5 age | 
Io pr. 
con 
arthi, 
e all 
bi 
n Us! 
ith hi 


ſe, | 


kind, that he gave his dearly beloved ſon u 
ſuffer and die for us; and for his ſake, he hath 
afforded every one of us a day of grace, which 
if we duly improve in turning to God, in rei 


ſquander away this precious ſeaſon, in follow 
ing vanity and foolery, in ſatisfying our Juſts 
and pleaſing ourſelves until the door of mercy 


be ſhut, our damnation will be far more great Hon t. 
than if we never had ſuch an opportunity büßt, ch; 
into our hands. That's the firſt ; there is wit in; 
us ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day Ie in &3 
ſalvation. 1610 h. 

Secondly. I ſhall next ſhew, when this accepit lice, 

ame, and Day of ſalvation is; that is, it is no#:Kercfo: 
Now is the accepted time, and now is the Day Mur G. 

ſalvatien. The apoltle doth not ſpeak it in ti ith hi; 

L future-tenſe, that ſoon after will be an With hi 

| cepted time: Tho? you continue in your linffrms c 
for a while, in rebelling againſt God, grierMord by 

ing his ſpirit and provoking him to wrath agre! 
yer, if you turn to God hereafter, you ſhalod ſo e 
be accepted; no, but he ſpeaks 1 in the preſentMim, in 


tenſe, 
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ſider ne, Be hold now is the accepted time: All man- 
gh. Und are in a miſerable ſtate by nature; and 
| has now that the terms of mercy are offered 
> hau, and an opportunity of grace put into your 
e load: mark what our ſaviour faith, Mat. 21. 
kable . Agree with thine Adver ſary quickly, whilft 
man- No art in the way with him; leaſt at any time 
ſon e adverſary deliver thee to the Fudge, ond the 
e hate deliver thee to the Officer,ond thou be caſt 
which / priſon: verily, J ſay, unto thee, thou ſhalt } 
in reg; come out thence till thou haſt paid the ulmoſt 
e ſhallM-r/bing. Now God is your adverſary, for we 

t if ue all by nature enemies to God by reaſon of Wl 

oll n; but yet God, of his tender love, hath gi- || 

r luſts Nen us terms of reconciliation ; agree therefore I 


mercyMith him quickly, before his Juſtice hath ſeized 
great pon thee, and thou be delivered to the offi- 
ity bur, the devil, and then thou ſhalt by him be 
is with 


aft into priſon of hell, and there thou muſt 
day ie in extream and intolerable torments, until 
acceptt 
15 NOW: 
Day 
it in tie 
> AN d 
our {in 
, grier 
| Wrath 


lice, which can never be to all eternity. Oh! 
ercfore agree, and make your peace with 
dur God quickly, whilſt thou art in the way 
th him; for now you are in the fair way 
th him to be reconciled, for he offers you 
rms of mercy, he hath ſhewed you in his 
ord by what means you may come to make 
agreement with him, 2 Cor. 20. And if 
ou ſhalod fo earneſtly de ſires our reconciliation with 


Prat im, in what a fair way are we then with (God 
Tl 


q 


ou haſt paid the utmoſt farthing of God's 
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EM 
s > 4 
o 
: 
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to be reconciled. But continued in your unc But 
verted eſtate, and in your enmity with G cept- 
a little longer, until the ſeaſon of grace be ¶ me o 
an end, and God hath ſhut againſt you the do Hith! 
of mercy, then God and you will be irreco{Wſteth 
cilable for ever; then all your Prayers and tea Hot; 
and endeavours, ſhall never be accepted; thut. 1 
nothing remains, but to the priſon of hell ae Hou 
muſt be caſt, there to remain for ever and ev y 
Therefore, as Eliphas ſaid to Fob. ſo ſay IWund, 
you, Fob. 22. 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf wile. 2 
him, and be at peace, thereby God ſhall come uniin ſe 
thee, For behold, now is the time that th iſdor 
mayeſt be accepted. But more particular, ſem, 
ſhew you when this accepted time and day of ſui Fir 
vation is, it is now in this life; for there is imme. 
making our peace with God after death{Mouth | 
Therefore faith Solomon, Eccleſ. 9. 60. Whu Seco 
ſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy mighWe acc 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledg Ws off. 
nor wiſdom in the grave, whither thou goeſt. Ir lam 
Nov, through God's grace, you may be con ole 
verted ; if yet you are enemies to God, you mjſrengt 
be reconciled ; if yet you are in your ſins, nE 
may be pardoned, if yet you are in the eſtateÞckneſ 
damnation, you may be brought into an eſtaſÞult n. 
f falvation : but when once death hath ſhqſÞe put 
your eyes, then your condition will be un Dir 
terable for ever: 1 muſt work the work of bp tm 
' that ſent me, whilſt it is to day; for the nigFÞortuni 
cometh when no man can work. 
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co But, yet, though the time of this life be the 
1 Goll-cepted time, and day of Salvation; yet every 
me of a man's life may not be an accepted time 
ich him; for with ſome the day of Salvation 
ſeth all their life- long, and with ſome it doth | 
Wot ; therefore well might the prophet cry 


„ the ut. Iſa. 45. 6. Seek ye the Lord while he may 
ell a found, call on bim whilſt he is near; for there 
d eve hay come a time, that the Lord will not be 

ay ond, tho* he be ſought never fo diligently } 


Win ſeaſons of man's life, which if we have but 
iſdom to know them, and grace to improve 
em, I ſhall but little more than name them. 


of i Firſt, The time of Youth is the Accepted | 
re is ime. Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
deathMouth ſays Solomon. Eccleſ. 12. 1. [7s 
Mui Secondly. The time of health and ſtrength i 
y mighWe accepted time. In the old law, that which 
owledy Was offered up in ſacrifice, which was torn, blind, 
oel. Ir lame, was not accepted: this ſhews, that 
be conſole who ſpend the beſt of their days and 
you mtrength in the work of the devil, and then 
ſins, hink to give themſelves up to God, when 


eſtateFÞckneſs, lameneſs and feeble old age comes, 
an eſta]uſt never look to be accepted, God will not 
jath ſhlſſe put off with the devil's leavings. 

be uni Thirdly, the time of the goſpel is the accep- 
ef MM time. Praying- opportunities, ſermon op- 
the nigFortunities, ſabbath -· opportunities, facrament- 


oppor- 


87:5. 27. I ſhall therefore ſhew you ſome cer- 


74 We Accepted Time, 


opportunities, theſe are ſeaſons of falvatic 
for we know not how ſoon God may remond 
our candleſtick out of this place, and take fron 
vs the means of grace; and then the opport 
nities of grace will be at an end. 
Fourthly and Lay, the time of God's (lM 
rit's working and ſtriving in the heart of wick 
cd men, is the accepted time, and they th 
obey the calls of God's ſpirit when he {triv 
ſhall be ſure to be accepted, let it be at why 
time ſoever, whether it be in youth or old ag 
God's ſpirit is compar'd to Nas Dove, whi 
Noah ſent out of the Alk, and it returned! 
him again and again: But when he ſent ü 
Dove out the third time, it never returned! 
him more. So the ſpirit of God hath its goir 
and cemings 3 it comes at one time into n 
heart of a ſinner, and ſecretly calls upon h 
to repent, and become a new creature, ] 
- the ſinner may be, ſtifles theſe good motion 
uenches the ſpirit, and continues ſtil] in 
ſinful courſe of life; then it may be, the | 
rit departs, and then comes again and agut 
and at laſt, the ſpirit being often reſiſted, a 
oricved, he is provoked finally to depart, at 
never to trouble him more; and then grace 
departed, and he is immediately delivered 
to a hard heart and a reprobate mind, that ſu 
never renent. And when once he is broug 
to that pals, then all the ſermons, and alle 
prayers in the world will never do him a 
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Ct EVE 
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em, 
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vſe: N 
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pod, Oh! therefore have a care of quenching 
d grieving the holy Spirit of God, when it 
cretly ſtirs and works in your hearts ; 3 but 
> careful to obey its motions, leſt the ſpirit 
ing grieved, withdraw itſelf finally, and ne- 
er return more, and then your Accepted time 
d Day of Salvation will have an end. Now 
ith us there is ſuch a time as an Accepted time, 
d day of Salvation. And that for theſe two 
aſons, I ſhall but juſt name them: 

Firſt, That thereby the ſaints might have 


remowl 


ke fron 
)PPorty 


a's {ll 
of wick 
1ey thy 
ſtrive 
at wid 


old ag 
e caſion for ever to magnifie the free; grace of 
[rnes ad, that he hath not left them to periſh in 
ſent Meir miſerable eftate, but hath offered them 


rms of mercy, and hath put an opportunity 
f Salvation into their nands, and hath given 
em Grace to improve it. 

Secondly, That thereby thy wickedneh. may 
left without excule, for there is never a 
umn'd foul in hell that can plcad this, that 
cy never had a day of grace. O it would be 


urned! 
s goin 
INTCO U 
Pon h 
e, þ 
notion 


11 int = 
the f great leſſening of their torments if they could 
| _ | ad ſo. Alas! there was never a man or wo- 
ed, Aan, fince the creation of the world, but hath 

* 5 is 


ad a ſeaſon of grace, there was never none 
et ever lived, be their lives, ſhort or long, 
ut before they die, they have mercy offered | 
em, and an eccepted time to ſeek it in, 
herefore the wicked ſhall be left without ex- 


art, at 
| grace 
7ered! 
hat ſh 
broug 
J all 
11m 4 


00 


onſider, that they once had a ſeaſon of Grace 
3-4 and 


uſe: Nay, *rwill add much to their torments to 
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per; then ſhall. they ſeek me early, bur they ſhall md 


76 The Accepted Time, 


and Salvation, and yet wilfully loſt it. O f 
every one therefore, both ſmall and great, be. 
hold and conſider, That now is the accepul 
time, and now is the day of ſalvation, 


d me 
ar of 
conſi 
don tl 
rned 
hen t! 
ktrem. 
, and 
rb an 


„„ SEE APPLICAETL1ION:; 
THE fiſt uſe that I ſhall make of this, ſhall bei 

uſe of terror to all ſuch as ſquander and trifle aun 
the precious ſeaſon of grace and falvation. Friends, yu 
have heard, that God's ſpirit will not always trifle vit 
men : God is not bound to wait all a man's life long, | 
God continues waiting from one Time to another, fron 


This 


Mllowar 


one Year to another, from one ſabbath to another, and im to 
you turn a deaf ear to his calls, and flight his warning Have re 
and will go, on reſolutely and preſumptuouſly in your ſu r repe 
conſider, God will at laſt be weary of waiting, his vu. 1: 
ing will be tired out; and then juſt as you have ſerviiiÞ turn 


God in your duty and grace, ſo God will ſerve you, wha 
his day of wrath and vengeance comes: O read and tren 
ble, in that dreadful Place of ſcripture, Prow. 1. 24. 
the End: Mark there how lovingly God expoſtulates wit 
wicked men, ſaying, How long, ye fimple ones, will yl 


t the) 


ation 1 


loc lniquity? and ye ſcorners delight in ſcorning? andy t 
fools hate knowledge ? And then ſee his loving call u uſedſt 
invitation, Ver. 23. Turn at my reproof : And alWniltt it 
his gracious promiſe, Pehold 1 will paur out my ſpirit u (hut a 
to yer; Tavill make known my words unto you. But yet 2. M 
this loving expoilulation, invitation and promiſe voii ſuch \ 
prevail nothing to them, they would run on in their en! mere. 
courſes for all that; therefore ſee what God ſaith to th O, fa 
now, Ver. 24. Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, {dy ; 
have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded, but yall ne 
have ſet at nought all my counſells, and would none of Au 
reproof. I allo will laugh at your .Calamity, and wi hereby 
mock When your fear cometh, when fear cometh wi or r 
whirldwind, when deſtruction and anguiſh cometh up, thus 
them ; then ſhalFthey call upon me, but I will not a I 
J luch | 


8 1 . * 


? 
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d me; they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the 
ar of the Lord. A moſt dreadful text this is, if it be right- 
conſidered; in the day of their viſitation, God called 
don them to turn from their evil ways, and then they 
rned a deaf ear, and would not regard; but afterwards, 
hen their Day of 1/-ael was paſt, and the day of their 
ktremity was come, when they called upon God for mer- 


Ol 
at, be. : 
ccepiell 


hall bei and God would not regard them. It is a common pro- 
fle awn erb among us, . 1 
nds, yo He that will not whilſt he may, 
ifle wit When he would, he ſhall have nay. 
ong. This was the very cafe of F/* ; he was a hunting, and 
er, froffllowing his fleſhly delights, when God was a calling 
, and y im to repentance ; and then afterwards, when he would 
varning Wave repented, he was rejected; for he found no place 
your ur repenance, tho' de beſought it carefully with tears, 
his wü. 12. 27. Now God may call upon you wicked men 
ve ſerui p turn and be ſaved, both by his Word and by his ſpirit, 
ou, whalWut they will not * e ; but when this their day of fal- 
and tren ation is ended, and they come to lye upon their death- 
1. 23, ed, O how they will then cry out, Lond. pardon me ! 
lates ver, ſave me Mercy, Lord! ſome mercy for Chriſ's 
awill e! But God may juſtly anſwer them: No ſinner, no 
? andfÞpercy to be had. I once offered thee mercy, but thou a- 
call alfWuſedſt it; and ſeeing thou wouldſt not accept of mercy 
And abWhili it is offered thee, therefore now the door of mercy 
ſpirit u ſhut againſt thee ſor-ever. Y f 
But yet 2. My ſecond uſe ſhall be for matter of encouragement 
niſe woulÞ ſuch who are willing to come in and accept of the terms 
their enl | 


f mercy, but yet keep off 22 doubt and fears. 


h to th O, ſays one, I am afraid my day of ſalvation is paſt al- 
refuſed, Mrady; and if fo, all my endeavours will be in vain; I 
ed, but Wall never be accept. 2 ons 
one of wil Aw. To anſwer this, I will give you this one mark, 


dereby you may know whether your day of ſalvation be 


meth «Wi or no. You ſay that your day of falyation is paſt ; If 
neth up, this is a good ſign that it is not paſt ; for thoſe with 
ill not hom their day of grace is paſt, they grow ſenſeleſs of a- 


ech matter. Again, don't you ſind ſometimes godly 
u otions ſtirring in you by the ſpirit ? Don't you find in 
| GE D 3 | you 
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you ſometimes a ſorrow for ſin after it is committed, ay 
a defire to have fin ? Don't your heart ſometimes met} 
when you hear the word preach'd? Have you not fone} 
deſire to become a new creature? If ſo, when your day} 
ſalvation is not yet paſt? for thoſe with whom the day d 
grace is paſt ; they are given over to a ſenſleſs, hard, a 


obdurate heart, that is neither moved with mercies, 1 


terrihed with judgments ; and being given over to then. 


ſelves, they run into all kind of wickedneſs with greed; 
neſs ; and, as it ſeems, this is not thy caſe, as yet; þ 
now, up, and cloſe with the terms of mercy, whilſt th 
day of ſalvation is lengthened out. 

O but, ſays another, it may be, I am none of God's 
_ and if ſo, then all my endeavours will be to no pu 
_ pole. 5 | 

Aab. Whether a man be elected or not, that is not i 
his power to know, and therefore he ought not to medd 
with it; but you muſt underſtand. that God decrees arigk 
for thoſe whom he hath elected, he hath obſolutely decreed 
that they ſhall be juſtified, ſanctified, and ſaved ; but thok 
whom God hath reprobated, he hath not abſolutely & 
creed that they ſhall be damned, but he hath left them n 
their own choice, as Adam and Ewe was, and therefor 
their damnation is wilful of themſelves ; but whether yo 
are elected or not, if I may ſo ſpeak, if you repent, andit 
converted, you ſhall be ſaved ; if not, you ſhall be damnet 
As many as do periſh, do not periſh, becauſe they were nt 
elected, but becauſe they would not uſe the means in d. 
der to their ſalvation. | . 
O but (you will ſay) it way be, God will not give ne 
grace to repent, and without his grace I can do nothing. 
Anf. Know, for your encour-gement, that both 50 
and every one elſe enjoys a day of ſalvation; and this dy 
of ſalvation is time of aſſiſtance, as well as time of accef- 
tance. Mark the promiſe of Chriſt, Mat. 7. 7. Af au 
ye /all have, ſech, and ye ſpall find; knock, and it Hall 
opened unto you : For every one that aſketh receiveth, and 
he that ſeeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it ſul 
be opened. 1785 
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Mark, Chriſt ſpeaketh there nothing concerning electi- 
n; but every one, whoever he be, that aſketh, ſeeketh 
nd knocketh for grace, pardon and mercy, and that in 
eaſon, whilit it may be had, ſhall certainly be heard and 
ccepted : But then you muſt be fhre to ſeek in ſeaſon; for 
zeking out of ſeaſon never yet found ſucceſs, Now if 
/au had but ſought repentance in earneſt, when God cal- 
ed him to repent, then God would have ſtrengthened and 
fitted him, and alfo accepted him; but he ſought for re- 
entance when the ſeaſon of repentance was gone, and 
hat ruined him for ever. Now mark this, whatever the 
legrees of heaven be concerning you, yet if you are but 
willing to leave your fins, and do htartily deſire grace 
and mercy, and carneſtly ſeek it by prayer and ſupplicati- 
pn, and that in the ſeaſon ſo grace, whilſt it is offered 
you; then tho* you can do nothing of yourſelves, yet you 
hill have ſtrength and aſſlitzance enough; for God will 
help you, Chritt will help you, and the ſpirit will help 
yon; you ſhall have help from heaven; and, through the 
lpirit of Chritt's ſtrengthening, you ſhall be enabled to 
go through with this great work ; and then you ſhall not 
only be uſſiſted, but alſo accepted and rewarded : But then 


vou muſt be ſure to ſeek in ſeaſon, in your day of ſalvati- 


ſtriving will be in vain. | 


on: for if you ſeek out of ſeaſon, all your ſeeking and 
Lajilzy, To conclude all with a word or two of exhor- 
tation, Be exhorted, as you deſire the ſalvation of your 
fouls, to conſider and improve this precious ſeaſon of 
grace and ſalvation, in working out your ſalvation before - 
it be two late: O, It is moſt dreadful to conſider, that 
God hath allotted us but one ſmall portion of time to do 
all that ever muſt be done for eternity, and yet it ſhouſ4 
be ſquandered away in vanity and foolery. But, friends, 
whatever you ſee others do, do you in earneſt lay hold on 
this your day of ſalvation before it is gone. Seek ye the 
Lord now whilſt he may be found, and call upon him 
whilſt he is near. And whilſt other ſpend their time in 
caſting and rioting, and in the pleaſures of the fleſh, do 
| 33 you 


. with God. And if you do thus, then at laſt, when time, 


30 The Accepted Time, 
vou ſpend your time in faſting, praying, repenting, al 
ſuing out the pardon of your fins, and making your peac 


ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, you ſhall hear that bleſſel 
welcome pronounced from the mouth of Chriſt, Well don 
thou good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy d 


thy Lord. Which the Lord of his infinite mercy pra 
unto us all. Amen. 
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End of TIME: 


CE AND 
Beginning of ETERNITY. 
Rev. x. Ver. 5, and Part of Ver. 6. 

Ind the Angel which I ſaw fland upon the Earth 


and upon the Sea, lift up his Hand towards | 


Heaven. 
ind ſwear by him t hat liveth for ever and, ever, 
&c. That there ſpall be Time no longer. 


Eloved friends and neighbours, I deſire 1 


you all to take this ſmall treatiſe into 
your hands, and diligently read it over and 


over again; and when you have done, enter 


pon a ſerious conſideration upon thoſe mat- 


ers which are contained in this book, and lay 


them cloſe to your hearts, and I hope it will J 
be a means to ſtir you up in time, to lay hold 


on this your golden ſeaſon of grace, before it 
be at an end. 


In my laſt treatiſe, concerning the accepted ! 


time and day of ſalvation, | was forced to leave 
out many things that are of very great weight 
and concernment, becauſe they could not be all 
contained in ſo ſmall a diſcourſe : and it is great 
pity that ſuch weighty matters ſhould be Joſt ; 

and therefore upon farther conſideration of it] 
have here entered upon another ſubject, which 


Ds 18 


＋ 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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is concerning the end of time, and the beginning 
ef Eternity: wherein I do promiſe thro? Got! 
aſſiſtance, to lay down thoſe weighty concern 
which I was forced to leave out in my othe 
mW frcatile of e accepted time, and day of Salvaii 
M: And I hope thro? God's grace, it will b 

the winning many ſouls, and bring them hom 
to God, who now ſquander and trifle awy 
their time in meer vanity ; and that I ſhall d 
from theſe words of the Angel, who ſwearing 


de WO! 
all be 

But 
pon tl 
reat a 
ed b. 
reat A 
ver au 
ing lo 
ball be 


with a loud voice, by bim that liveth for ev The 
and ever, That there ſhould be time no longer, this, 
No from this place of ſcripture I might nd dr 
lay down theſe particulars : 1. 
I. The deſcription of the perſon that thu 15 
our t 


ſwears, It was a a great and mighty an el cam 
down from Heaven, ver. 1. 1 'S | 
fl II. What it was he held in his hand: It wi 1 
ll a little book open. 3 
ul. His geſture : he ſtood. 5 


IV. His manner of ſtanding : It was wid. Ia 
dne foot upon the earth, and the other up Ime | 
| the Sea, ſhall. 
V. The loudneſs of his voice: it was as loul * 
u the 


2 when a Lion roareth. 

| VI. As he ſpake : He lift up his hands tv: Aff 
wards Heaven. all 
VII. He ſpake with an oath : he rv PIR 
© 2 0 hs © he: perſon by whom he ſwears, thi all 
is, Gy him that liveth for ever and ever. Wy, 


IX, And Laſih, the Matter of his Oath, or 


and beginning of ET ERNIT v. 
ge words which he uttered; that is, Dat there 
all be time no longer. 


pon the laſt, which are the words that this 
reat and mighty angel uttered, and confir- 


Falvati. 

5 x ed by an Oath, and ſwear by ne leſs than the 
hom {Wreat and glorieus God, by him that liveth for 
e aum er aud ever. And ſpoke them with an excee- 


ball be time no longer. 

The doctrine that I ſhall raiſe from hence, 
this, that at the end of this world, at the great 
nd dreadful day of judgment, time and oppor- 
unity ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer. 


Yeariny 
or ev 
ger. 

might 


at thus 
1. What time ſhall be no longer. 


2, When time ſhall be no longer. 


wY 3. Thereaſon why time ſhould be no longer. 
And then, Laſth, the application. 
wi. In the firſt place, I ſhall ſhew you what 
- upon ie ſhall be no longer, and in doing of this, I I 
0 ſhall anſwer an objection which lies i in my way 
1s loud bt is, how can that be; ſome may ſay, that 
the laſt day, time ſhall ceaſe, and be no 
ids to. enger. Whereas it is laid, that then nothing 


mall remain but time, and that time ſhall wait 
upon eternity. When all things in the world 
ſhall have an el, yet time ſhall remain 
Rl, Time r runs para! 


ar, 
$, that 
th, Of God P 


But I will paſs them all by, and inſiſt only 


ing loud voice, the wotds are theſe, that there | 


From hence I ſhall ay down theſe three or 


BN 
4 


llel with the life of 


83 


and winter, day and night ſhall not ceaſe. But at e ſhal 


and be no longer. 
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= God; it never had beginning, and never ſhallW But 
have end: time and eternity are linked tog. und of 
ther; fo that we cannot ſpeak of the one, buithen | 
we muſt ſpeak of the other: time was before planti 
all millions of years that can be thought, and{reapin 
it ſhall remain throughout all ages to come, Welling 
even to all eternity, chen 
Now to anſwer this: when the angel ſwear WW II. 
that time ſhall be no longer, he doth not mean {Wſhall t 
time conſidered in itſelf; for that ſhall reman Wren ai 
as long as eternity endures, and ſhall never ¶ men a 
have an end; and for time to have an end muſt 


ore, 
Da: 
he ma. 


a thing impoſſible, But to take the words in 
their true ſenſe and meaning, it is an oppor- 
tunity of time, which at the laſt day ſhall 
ceaſe and be no longer. „ 

J ſhall name ſome of thoſe opportunities of 
time, which at the end of the world fhall end, 


I. The time of nature ſhall be no longer ;1t 
was the promiſe of God to man after the flood, 
Gen. 8. 22. That as long as the earth remaineth, 
Seed-time and Harveſt, Cold and Heat, ſummer 


the end of the world, when the earth, and all n an 
things temporal, ſhall be diſſolved, when all Nr ine 
theſe ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer, to every Five a 
thing, faith Solomon, there is a ſeaſon and a time, III. 


bo every purpoſe under the Sun, Eccleſ. 3. 1. 2. 3. ad a 


&c. a time to be born, and a time to die; a time Wonge! 


fi ; to plant, and a time to pluck up that which i Not 
1 planted, &c. — 


ts 


and beginning of Er ER NIV. 85 | 
But at the end of the world all theſe ſeaſons 


r ſhall] 

toge- Wind opportunities ſhall end, and be no longer; 

e, bu then there ſhall be no more opportunities of 
before planting and gathering; no more ſowing, no 
„ and reaping, no more opportunities of buying and 
come, I felling; all theſe opportunities of nature ſhalk } 


then ceaſe, and be no longer. 

IT. The time of our abode here upon earth, 
ſhall be no longer, at the end ef the world bea- | 
ren and hell ſhall contain the whole world of 
never Wmen and women, either in heaven or hell we 


end ᷣ¶ muſt abide for ever, but here we ſhall be no | 
rds in NM more. 
ppor- ¶ David prays that God would ſpare him, far 
ſhall be may recover his Hrengtb before be goes hence, 


and be no more. Pſal. 35. 13. That is, be no 
more in a mortal eſtate in this world. And Fob | 
1, 9, 20. As the clouds conſumeth and vaniſh a- 
way, ſo he that goeth down to the grave, ſhall |} 
ome up no more; he ſball return no more to his 
ouſe. That is, his habitation in this world, 
and his place here upon earth ſhall know him 
o more. So alſo Fob. 14; 14. If a man die, 
ve fall live again. That is, he ſhall live again 
n another world, either in everlaſting joys, 
or in everlaſting torments, but he ſhall never 
live again in this world, 
III. The time of the tribulations, ſorrows, 1 
and afflictions of God's children ſhall be no 
longer: now they are perſecuted by wicked men, 
now by are lighted, mocked at, ſcorned,and Ji 
abuſed; Ji 


les of 
| end, | 


er ; it 
flood, 
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mmer 
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nd all 
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ever) 
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abuſed ; now they have many a temptation 
to ſtrive againſt, now the devil torments them 
with many doubts and fears that their ſins ſhall 
never be pardon'd, that God will never be 
favourable unto them: Alas! they are fain ty 
endure many ſorrows and calamities both out. 
wardly in their bodies and inwardly in their 
ſouls. But at the end of time there ſhall al 
be an end of all their Sorrows : Thou God ſþal 
dope away all tears from their eyes and there foal 
be no more death neither ſorrow nor crying, nti- 
ther ſhall there be any more pain; for the former 


Drecic 
game, 
hen 
hey f 
Look 
but, 4 
ence 
lon: & 
purple 
reciot 
er ab 
hap. 
but In 
her, C 
rified | 
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heart, 


There 


ſhall never more be perſecuted by wicked men, 
they ſhall never more be ſubject to any ſickneſs 
or diſtempers, or any kind of miſeries ; then 
there ſhall be no more complaining by reaſon 
of their outward miſeries, nor yet by reaſon } 
of their inward trouble; ſaying, can theſe (in death 
be pardoned ; is there any mercy for ſuch a Hpurnt 
wretch as I am ; will God ever ſhew me any Wh, j 
favour; no, char ſhall be none of thoſe com- 22. > 
plaints heard in heaven: for when time ſhall i 7 
be no longer, then all the ſorrows, miſeries and ing t/ 
afflictions of the children of God ſhall allo bylon 
ceaſe, and be no longer. at all. 

IV. The time of the proſperity and ſinful and © 
' pleaſure of wicked men thall be no longer: Wyre” 
now wicked men live many a eres hour, tic ſrever 
run to many a merry meeting; how they ca 127 
laugh and ling, and riot, and play away theit / % 


and beginning of ET ERNIT V. 57 
Drecious time; now they feaſt, and drink, and 
game, as if they were to live for ever; but 
hen time ſhall end, and be no longer, then 
hey ſhall be an end of their mirth and jollity, 
Look in Rev. 18. and read the chapter through- 


put, and there you ſhall ſee a dreadful ſen- 


their ence pronounced againſt the whore of Baby- 

ab n: She exceeded in Riches, ſhe was arrayed in 

4 ſol Wurple and ſcarlet, and decked with Gold, and | 
e foal FW recions ſtones, and pearls; and ſhe was full c 
e Ber abominations and filthineſs of her fornications. 
ormer 


hap. 17. 8. She lived 1n all kind of pleaſure, 
but here is a rag woe pronounced againſt 


men, Weer, Chap. 1 . 7. Look how much he hath glo- 
Kneß rified herſelf, a lived deliciouſly ; ſo much tor- 
then nen and ſorrow give her; for ſbe ſaid in her 
1 heart, I ſet as Queen, and know no Sorrow, 
reaſon } 


ſe lis Waeath and mourning, and ſhe ſhall be utterly 


uch 2 Whurnt with fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God Wl 


1c a who judged her. And after that, Chap. 18. 
co W22, 23. A mighty Angel took up a ſtone like un- 
hall great mill: ſtone, and caſt it into the Sea, ſay- 
es and ing that with violence ſhall that great City Ba- 


[1 allo bylon be thrown down, and ſhall be found no more 

at all, And the Voice of harpers and muſicians, 

int H and of Pipers and trumpeters, ſhall be heard no 

955 more at all in thee ; and no crafiſman, of what- 
le 


8 cd the ſound of a mill.ſtone ſhall be heard no more 


ther Wat all in thee, Aud the light of a Canale hall 


prect- bine 


£3 


* 
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Therefore ſhall her plauges come in one day; 


m9 


nn . ie. 
— — ne 


ſoever craft he be, ſhall be found any more in bee; 
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"if caſe of all wicked men, they have their ple 
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ſhine no more at all in thee, and the Voice of thy 


bridegroom, and the voice of the bride ſhall x 
heard no more at all in thee, This is the ver 


$:xt) 
nce al 
ath re 
rive \ 


Wc J. 


ſure and delights upon earth. Go ye not, y 
rich men, weep and hotl, for your miſeries thi 


Shall come upon you, ſaith St. James, Chap, Arete 
I. 5. Ye that have lived in pleaſure, and hay 7 


Wi 2cen wanton, you have nourished your hearts a 
in a day of laughter. But when time ſhall be 
no longer, 3 there ſhall be an end of il 
their mirth and jollity; then there ſhall b. 
no more ſinging and rejoycing, no more feaſt. 
ing and drinking; no more playing and gr 
ming, no more muſick nor dancing; all theſe 
pleaſures and fleſhly delights ſhall then har 
an end, and be no longer, 

V. The time of the goſpel ſhall be no long 
er; now we enjoy many a praying opportuni- 
ty, many a ſermon- opportunity, many a ſab 
bath - opportunity, many a ſacrament-oppot- 
| tunity, but at the end of time all thoſe op 
| Portunities ſhall be enjoyed no more; then 
there ſhall be no more preaching nor praying; 
no more ſabbaths, nor ſacraments z no more 
goſpel-opportunities, and enjoy ments; 10 
more promiſes of pardon and mercy to ſin- 
ners; no more offers of Chriſt and falvation; 
and theſe goſpel- opportunities ſhall then ceale 
and be no longer. 
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and beginning. of ETERNITY, 89 
Sixthly and laſtly, The time of God's pati- 
nce and forbearance ſhall be no longer; God 


8 ath reſolved that his ſpirit ſhall not always |} 
- rte with man: Aufl faith God to his peo- |} 
15 12 Nie IVael, Rom. 10. 12. All the day long have | 
ap. « ſtretched out my Hand unto a diſobedient and 


1 bo M-in/aying people. Now God ſtands day after 
* ay, ſabbath after ſabbath, year after year, 


wh roffering mercy to rebellious ſinners; now 
of Iod waits long upon ſinners, even all the 
all E= long; that is, all the time of their viſi- 
6... tion, all the time their day and ſeaſon of 
der Nice laſteth, whilſt ſinners are a wearying 
75 f his patience, and grieving of his ſpirit: 


ow God calls and calls aloud, both by mer- 
y and judgment, beth by his word and by | 
is ſpirit, by loving expoſtulations and ear- KD 
eſt entreaties to ſinners to turn ang be ſaved, } 
ay, Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die? Why 
ill ye not be made clean ? O when ſhall it once 
e! Now he entreats you to come and be re- 
onciled to him, now he offers you grace and 
ercy, and entreats you to accept 1t. 

But at laſt, when the day of grace ſhall be | 
pent, and time at an end; then Chriſt's grace | 
nd mercy will be offered to ſinners no more; If 
hen God's patience and forbearance will be 
tan end, then his ſpirit will no more ſtrive 
th men; then they ſhall have no more call | 
rom God, to turn and be ſaved; no more 
enders of Chriſt and ſalvation, no more | 
Proof 1 


1 have 


long. 
rtum. 
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ying; 
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ixthly, 


=_ quick and the dead; it is then the ang 
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proffers of grace and mercy, for then ſhall h 


v 


an end of God's patience and forbearance d 
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1. 


his calls and invitations, at the end of H, tha 
world, all theſe opportunities of time ce the 
and be no longer. Hat g 
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1. Tin ears, 


[A h M4 OY 


And thus for the firſt particular, at tim 
ſhall be no longer, it is not time conſidered j 
itlelf, but the opportunities of time that ſh 
_ ceaſe and be no longer. 

IT. My ſecond particular is to ſhew yg 
when time ſhall be no longer, that is att 
end of the world; at the great and dreadi 
day-of judgment, when the whole framed 
nature {hall be diſſolved, when the ſun fl 
be turned into darkneſs, and the moon int 
blood, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heave, 
and when the power of heaven ſhall be thaka 
and when Chriſt. ſhall come in the clouds, wit 
power and great glory, to judge both tx 


{wears by Him that liveth for ever and ever, thi 
there ſhould be time no longer. But as for eve 
particular man, when once his ſeafon of gra 
is ended, and when he comes to die, and u 
take his flight from time to eternity, the 
with him time ſhall be no longer. 
III. The third thing conſiderable, are tk 
reaſons why time ſhall be no longer, Not 
there might be many reaſons added, but | 
will reduce them all into theſe three heads. 


and beginning of ET ERNI 91 
Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and be no long- 
, chk there may be a total end of that which 
the worſt of evils, which is fin, It is fin 
Wat grieves God's ſpirit, wearies his patience, | 
ad crucifies afreſh continually the ſon of God, 
d puts him often to open ſhame. Therefore | 


ſhall h 
ance q 
of the 
e ceit 


bat tim 
ered i 


4p * nay at laſt eaſe himſelf of theſe great evils: 


od complains of wicked men, that he is 


-W 50 kth 

1 drefled with their wicked ways, even as a cart 
cad preſſed with ſheaves. But Ab, faith the Lord, 
ame will caſe me of my adverſaries, Ifa, 1. 24. 


350d will at laſt put an end to time, that he 
night eaſe himſelf of his burthen 3 nay, the 
cry ſaints themſelves, they with Lot are often 


In {hal 


On in 


Heaven 

Ft exed and grieved with the filty communicati- 
_ of the wicked : Therefore they earneſtly | 
+ Þray that God would haſten the coming of our 


ord Jeſus Chriſt, that there Ew” be an 
nd to theſe ſinful days. | 
2. Time ſhall at lat ceaſe and be no Jong 
r, for the ſake of God's ele, and for the 
ulflling of thoſe promiſes which God hath 
ade to them. Mark what our bleſſed ſa- 
our faith to this purpoſe, Matt. 24. 22. Ex. 
ept thoſe days ſball be ſportned no fleſh ſhall be i 
aved ; but for the ele&*s ſake thoſe days ſhall be || 


ang: 
er, thi 
r ever 
f grad 
and t0 
7, then 


are tht 

Nos 
but! 
ads. 


„Tin 


ber ned. Now there be many that do miſin- 
erpret Chriſt's words in this place: For, ſay 
hey, the world was at firſt to laſt ſix thouſand 
ſears, two thouſand before the law, two thou- 


ang | 


od will at laſt put an end to time, that he 


. 
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' ſand under the law, and two thouſand unde rits a 


the goſpel. And from thoſe words of o ſhort 
faviour Chriſt, That for the elect's ſake tui me, 
days ſhall be ſhortened, They ſay that muchr the 
their two thouſand years under Chriſt ſhall h me, 
cut off, and ſo the time ſhortned; but yt of t 
can tell this, that ſo long a time the wor ive th 
was to endure, and much of that time ſhoullliffeth pr: 

be fhortned? The ſcripture reveals ne ſucen. 
thing, the world may laſt ſix thouſand yea Wir- 
the laſt day may come at the end of fix thou 1 le 
ſand years, or it may come ſooner ; that noliſhme 
my can tell, it may be nearer than we are awardg]Þen : ] 
of: For of that day and of that hour, kneel ing er 
0 nan; no, not the angels in heaven, nor tet th: 
* fon, but the father only, ver. 19. But you ar, Ec 
to underſtand the meaning of our Savio n end 
words, here thus: Except thoſe days ſhall ber be 
Hortned; that is, except there comes an eniſi il deer 
of thoſe days, no fleſh ſhall be ſaved but for ume te 
elect's ſake ; there ſhall come an end, for ifſſſÞ<cciſa; 
thoſe days are not ſhortned, there would ne-FWhcle o 
ver be an end, but the world would continue Here r 
bor ever: And if there ſhould never be aÞ'ght 
end, then there would never be a day ofÞuniſh! 
Wy judgment, and if there never be a day offÞeir ti 
judgment, then there would never be a reſur-Wvays 
rection; and if there never be a reſurrectiom ot alv 
then the bodies of the elect ſhould for ever le ame, 
| rotten in their graves, and then indeed nofÞ*dina 


fleſh can be ſaved : Indeed, at their death thei 
ſpirits 


and Beginning of ETERNITY, 93 
unde rits are ſaved ; but except thoſe days ſhall 
ff ou ſhortned, or except there come an end of 
e thpWme, no fleſh ſhall be ſaved, Therefore, 
uch ir the ele&'s ſake there ſhall be an end of 


Hall me, wherein their bodies ſholl be raiſed 
it wut of their graves, and they ſhall then re- 


worlMWeive the fulneſs of their reward, which God ö 


ſhoul 4 promiſed, and lid up for them in hea- 
e (ui 


thou 1 longer, that there might be an accom- 
t nouWliſhment of God's threatnings to wicked 
a winden: For God hath foretold, That he will 
199ve1) 
or tht 
ou an 
v1Our's 
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an end 
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11d ne- 
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be an 
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day df 
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ection, 
ver li 


ed no 


et thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
il, Eccleſ. 12. 14. But if there never comes 
nend of time, then wicked men ſhall ne- 
er be brought to a reckoning for all their e- 
il deeds, and conſequently they fhall never 


cceſſary, that there ſhould at laſt be an end of 
heſe opportunities and reaſons of grace, that 
here might come a time wherein all mankind 


heir time here in this world. God will not 
ways ſuffer the wicked to proſper, he will 
ot always let them alone to blaſpheme his 


inane, to grieve his ſpirit, to abuſe his 


n their Gow ; | 1 e 4 


years T birdly and laſtly, 71 ime ſhall at laſt ceaſe and 


ring every work into judgment, with every ſe- | 


ome to their full puniſhment, Therefore it is 
4 


1 


night receive their full reward, or their full 
uniſhment, according as they have ſpent 


ame, to perſecute his ſaints, to prophane his 


ſpirits. 


I goodneſs; tho? God bears with them f 


j \ dren to be perſecutcd and afflicted, to live i 


94 e Aceepdel Time, 


ill 
is tc 
e W. 
f tin 
ite di 
| enc 
the 
eir j 
CEAan 
11101 
ſs the 
jon of 
zinnin, 
ere a 
hat a 
hen t 
hink v 
o endu 
nite n 
ie burr 
er ten | 
Wears, | 
ot one 
nd, th: 
nto the 
nding, 
ind, O 
he dam 
J, Etert 
an COn 
ation o 


while, yet he will not always bear with them 
nor yet will he always ſuffer his deareſt chil 


ſorrow and miſery ; and therefore God wil 
certainly put an end to time, that he migh 
put an end to the ſinful pleaſures of the wick 
ed, and the ſorrows of his children; and py. 
niſh the one in everlaſting torments in hell 
and reward the other with everlaſting joys d 
heaven. That they alſo that will not acceg 
of mercy in time, whilſt it is offered, wha 
God called upon them, and entreated then 
to accept it, that they might at laſt, wha 
time ſhall be no longer, and when the ſeaſon 
of mercy ſhall be paſt, be forced too late 1 
ery for mercy, when God will not regut 
them. - 
| Now for theſe and the like 1 20Y time at 

laſt ſhall ceaſe and be no longer ; therefore 
the angel ſtwears by him that liveth for ever an 
eder, that there ſhall be time no longer. 


0 The APPLICATION 
mw 1 now go on by way of application 


and there are leveral. uſes that [ ſhall ral 


from thence : As, 

I. My firſt uſe ſhall be a aſe of ;nſtruia 
It is ſo, that at the end of the world, tim 
ſhall be no longer: Then from hence we mal 


learn, that when time is at an end, etervit] 
| ui 


for:; 
them, 
t chil. 


live in 


ill certainly begin, both eternity of happi- 


e wicked. When once thoſe opportunities 


d wil ite duration of time, that ſhall never have 
0 0 n end. Oh! how this will encreaſe the joys 
Tl f the ſaints, when they are entered into 
n * cir joyful place above, to think what a vaſt | 
5 0 cean of time it is before 'em, what infinite 
$i 11)jon of millions of years they have to poſs * 


"who ſs their joys in and after ten thouſand mil- 


Teen of years is, yer till their joys is but be. 


rinning, and are as freſh to them as they 


2 ere at their entrance into them: And, Oh! 
late hat a hell of hells this will be to the damned, 
real hen they come into this place of torments, to 


hink what a vaſt ocean of time is before them, 
0 endure theſe their torments in, What an in- 
nite million of millions of Years they have to 
je burning in theſe helliſh flames; and yet af- 


ti me x 
refore, 
yer and 


Fears, they ſhall be no nearer to an end; no, 
ot one minute, nor one moment nearer to an 
nd, than they were the firſt day they entered 
nto them: Nay, they ſhall be ſo far from 
nding, that they will be ever but beginning: 


cation 
rut 


1&10n 


n Whe damned, to think upon this! Oh! eterni- 
1, £10 


„ eternity! Oh! vaſt eternity] what heart 
we maßen conceive, what tongue can expreſs the du- 
e ternilfWation of it! If we count as many millions of 

_ years 
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f time is at an end, then will follow an infi- 


er ten hundred thouſand, thouſand million of ; 
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years as there are ſtars in the ſky ; and the A > 
as many millions of years as there are piles S 
graſs, and grains of corn that is growing, aſl the. 
has grown ſince the creation of the world zu 00 
chen add to them as many millions of years 8 6 
chere has been living creatures of all ſol * 
fromthe beginning of the world, and ſhall, ... * 
to the end 3 and likewiſe add to them ul... 
number of the duſt of the earth, and the ſand;. * 
of the ſea ſhore: Now to one's thinkin * 
all theſe millions of millions of years will IM 
ver be run out; but yet in time they will Mme fo 
ſpent and run out; yet for all that, we are nme 
come to an end, no, nor to the beginning of... 
ternity : Eternity is an infinite durative, ti reads 
ſhall never, never have an end. _ 
II. My ſecond uſe ſnall be a uſe of repro 
It is fo, that at the end of time this golden q 
portunity of grace will be at an end ; an 
time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer; and aft 
this ſmall ſcantling of time, here follows an 
ternity, either of joy or torments? Tilt . 
what ſhall we think of thoſe that ſquander Mus 1 
way thoſe golden opportunities, in doing n be 
which is worſe than nothing ! All the tm 
that God is offering them Chriſt, Grace a 
mercy, and calling upon them to repent, a 
accept of mercy offered, all that time tif AF 
waſte in following their luft, grieviug his , call 
it, deſpiſing his mercy, and abuſing his goon of 
_. 125 6 „ 
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quand. 
auch o 
thers 
aming 
uch 0 
on in 


dirit, 
hriſt 


„ Ar 


5 


A great many among the poor ſort, ſpend a 
eat part of their precious time in drudging 
the world, in raking gains, and in labour- 
g to get a little of this world's good; and it 


| ſon ther, they die and leave it behind them: 
halll hey can riſe early and work, and eat, and 
mM ink, and ſleep; and that is all that they can 
e fund; they don't conſider that they have an 
may nmortal ſoul to look after; that they have 


" eternity to provide for; they can ſpare no 
will 


are nd 
1g oft 
e, tn 


rnment. Again, others there are, that have 
ore time than the poor ſort; yet, oh] how 


eprod 
den of 
d ; u 


1d aft 


uch of their precious time at cards and dice; 
thers in feaſting and drinking, rioting and 
aming : Some Ladies there are that waſte 


. ml on in dreſſing and decking themſelves up in | 
d N audy attire, in pride and wantonneſs. And 
— us all the time that God is calling, wooing, 


nd beſeeching people both by his word and 


tink | 
the prit, to repent and turn, and accept of 


race ll 


9 , and more durable plcaſures than theſe | 
brd delights, if they will but hearken to 
* 805 s calls and return: Nay, that which is ſad- 


Eſt of all to conſider, is, that the Lord's 


u, which is the moſt precious ſeaſon in all 
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jay be, as ſoon as they have got a little to- 


me for theſe things that are of greateſt con- 


uch of their precious time and day of falva- | 


readſul it is to conſider, how their time is | 
quandered and waſted away ! Some ſpend } 


hriſt and mercy, he offers them better, ſweet- 
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the Lord, in which we are not to think our 
own thoughts nor ſpeak our own words; but 
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the Week, which is a day to be kept holy ther ti 
eir v: 
g anc 


we ſhould ſpend the whole Day in the wor. via 
ſhip of God, in reading and praying, and ends, 
godly conference; in doing and preparing WP" * 
ourſelves for eternity. d the 
- On that day eſpecially, above all other ſea. Mr c 
tone, God calls, and carneſtly intreats ſinner d {tr 
(both by his word and ſpirit) to come in, and ther 
cloſe with the offers of mercy, and proffers to end! 
help them, if they will but turn: And yet g oth 
tho? that day above all others, is the mo! lf; fo 
golden opportunity of grace, yet a great ma ]W*"7 
ny do ſquander and waſte it away after a ſad WM 7" 
rate; they perhaps go to church, and lend art of 
their ears a while to the Word, and then s bo 
ſoon as they come out of the Church, they pro 
are diſcourſing about their worldly Affairs: Oh! 
Nay, in many great families they waſte thei the 
precious time in a moſt ſad manner: It would * 
grieve any godly and devout chriſtian to be- Unt, 
hold how the Lord's day (as well as other ſea e; © 
ſons) are waſted by many of them. They in. erc ( 
| deed join together in going to church to hear lem 
the word preached, and ſo far they do well pprofi 
enough; but then afterwards, when they do 125 
come home, there is ſcarce any thing ever 8 
bead from them concerning the Sermon the lem 
heard, or concerning the matters of their ſouls 75 | 
but the vrening of the Lord's day, as well 8 K 
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her times filled up, a great part of it, with 
eir vain and unſavory Diſcourſe in Hugh 
g and jeſting, in telling of ſtories, and 
what news they have heard that day. Oh! 
ends, what a happy thing it would be, if 
u would but on the Lord's day, and now 
d then at other times, when you are toge- 
er, enter into ſuch ſerious diſcourſe as this, 
d ſtrive by your wining talk to help one a- 
dther in the way of heaven; then you will 
end your time well indeed. Bur in reprov- 
g others, I had need alſo to reprove my- 
f; for I am certain, that I have enjoyed as 
any precious opportunities of grace, as moſt 
you have; but I have waſted the greateſt 
art of them in vanity and foolery : the Lord 
ve both you and I, and all of us grace to | 
prove our time better. | 


Oh ! what a dreadful account mall we make 


the great tribunal, if we waſte our time 
us, when we ſhall be called to a ſtrict ac- 


bunt, how we have ſpent every hour of our, | 
me, what anſwer do we think to make, When 
terc ſhall be ſo many items brought in: as, 


liem. For ſo much time ſpent in vain and 
profitable diſcourſe. 


y do Jem, For ſo much time ſpent 1 in feaſting. 

erer CO drinking, | 
\ they Item, For fo much time : waſted at cards and” 
ſouls, ce, 


Item, For ſo much time ſpent in pride and 


I] as 
* dition. — E * Item, 


other 


examination, in repenting, faſting, praying, 


| l | not God, nor of a future ſtate, for them to 


wicked man to think of, that when they come | 
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 Jtem, For ſo much time ſpent in idleneſs. 
But, Item, for ſo much time ſpent in ſelf. f 
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to hell, then they will cry our, Oh ! that] often 


had ſpent my time better ! Oh ! that J had in becor 


and godly cof:ference : Oh! how ſhall we be 
able to anſwer this before the great judge? 
Now for pagans and heathens, who Kknoy | 


waſte their time in fl-ſhly Juſt is not ſo much, | 
But ye that live under the Goſpel, under the | 
calls of God, under the ſtriveings of his ſpirit, 
under the offers of Grace: For us to waſte our 
golden ſeaſons of grace in following our cat. 
nal delights, in deafning our ears to his call, in 
grieving hs ſpirit, and abuſing his gracious | 
offers of mercy for us to do it: Oh; how fad} 
and dreadful will our doom be at laſt! ve 
above all others, ſhail have the hotteſt place | 
in hell. Oh ! it is a ſad conſideration fot z 


time hearken?'d to the call ot God, and obey'd e * 
| the motions of his ſpirit! Oh! the many days all th 
and nights that 1 have ſpent in rioting and mal; 

| drinking! Oh! the many hours that I coniu- roi 
mad in playing and gaming If Thad but ſpent m 
all that time in examining my heart and life, I.“ : 
in faſting, in praying, and in repenting, in = 
weeping for my fins, in begging for pardon "ea 
and mercy, for the ſake of Chriſt, in ſtriving oF 


to help others with me in the way to ing, 
_ 1 . 


el. bn. „ 
1 If J had but thus ſpent my time, where 
We 50 right I now have been I ſhould never have 
e? Ween here in this dreadful place, but now I 


ſhould have been amongſt yonder ſaints, re- 
joicing and triumphing with them in glory: 


A | Oh! that the time paſt could but be called 

r the Mack again, and the years that I have fo vain- = 
pirit, * ſpent : Oh ! how that I could be admitted \ 10 
e our Meace more into the aſſembly of God's ſaints: 
Cat. Oh! that God would try me once more with 

0 ut by bread and water.) Oh! how I would 
xs {ig Weondemn the world, and the vanities thereof. 

J ve oh / how ſtrictly, how holy, how and purely 


would I live, Oh ! it would make one's heart 
even to ake, to conſider what lamentable out- 
Wcries theſe damn'd ſouls will then make. How 
ha-! Moften are they told, and told again, what will 


e2 
S 
= 
c 


bey'd Joos time in fleſhly luſts and pleaſures ; and yet 
all the warnings in the world would not pre- 
and Novail: nay, if the meſſengers of God, and all 
their godly friends and neighbours did fall on 
ſpent their knees to them for the ſake of Chriſt that 
life died for them, that they would take pity up- 
on their poor ſouls, and forſake their wicked 
rdon courſes, and ſeek for mercy and pardon be- 


ven, vorld would not prevail with them, And yet 
and 5 „„ 
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Jad in labouring to work out my own ſalvati- 
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the means of grace, (tho? I lived by nothing 


become of them, if they conſume their preci- 


fore it be too late: But all the means in the |} 
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The End of Time, 


when time is at an end, and the gate of mer 

is ſhut, and nothing but an eternity of wid 
ments is before them, then they'II wring the 
hands and gnaſh their teeth, and cry out 0! 
that God would try me once more, Sure, | 
the devil did not bewitch people, certain 
they would never do as they do. How cf 
faith Chriſt, world I have gathered you togethn 
as a Hen gathereth ber chickens under her win 
but yet would not. Matth. 25, 31. I hope y 
will conſider of theſe things in Time, befog 
it. 0e 100-Tate, EE = 5 
III. My third uſe ſhall be of expoſtulatio 
Beloved friends, you ſee here how the Angt 
{wears by him that liveth for ever and ever, thi 


102 


time ſhall be no longer. What is the reaſon tui“ 
that you will not be perſuaded to take hold N 1 
time, in ſeeking of mercy and reconciliatg ſtoo 
with God before it be too late? Oh! how! ſufic 
vingly God expoſtulates with his people, „ Pt 
13. 17. O Jeruſalem, wilt thon never be mall} at 
clean? Oh! when Shall it once be! | tat 
Thus he expoſtulates with every ſtubborn del 
rebellious ſinner: O! ſinner when wilt tha led 
be made clean; why wilt thou not repent, an Ban 
be reformed ? How long ſhall I ſtand offering ny 
_ thee Chriſt, pardon and peace, and thou ni and 
accept of the offer? How long fhall 1 ftand wit] 
waiting for thy repentance, and thou cont! 5 


nueſt in thy Impenitency, and wearieſt my i g 
tience, and will not turn? How long ſhall ; 6 
5 | : ſtane Jol 


s # 


ulation, 
e Ange 
ver, tha 
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of mer and proffering thee mercy and pardon, and 


of to 
Ing tha 
out O51 
Sure, f 
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ow oft 
Lopethr 
Y Wings 
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, befor 


thou deſpiſe it? What is the reaſon that no 


means will work upon thee ? How often have 


I ſought to allure thee with mercies, and ter- 
rify thee with judgments; and have given thee 
warning after warning, and yet nothing will 
prevail? Is the loſs of thy immortal ſoul, the 
loſs of Heaven and everlaſting life, fo ſmall a 
matter with thee, that thou regardeſt it no 
more? Is it nothing to endure everlaſting bur- 


nings? Is it. nothing to lie amonſt devils in 
the lake of fire and brimſtone? For my part, 
I defire, not thy everlaſting miſery, but had 


rather that thou wouldeſt in time accept of 


mercy, that thou mayeſt be ſaved : If I had 
any delight in thy damnation, thou hadit been 
in hell long before this time: I had never 


ſtood waiting upon the ſo long as I have done 
ſuffering thee to grieve my ſpirit, to tire my 


patience, to turn my grace into wantonneſs, to 1 


trample underfoot the blood of my dear fon, 
that was ſhed to waſh away thy ſins: If I had 
delighted in thy damnation, I had never cal- 
led upon thee ſo often as I have done. Oh! 
ſinner, do I deſerve this unkind dealings at 


thy hands, that thou ſtill abuſeſt my mercy 14 


and goodneſs: When wilt thou return to me 


with a full reſolution to leave thy ſins, and be- 


come a new creature, and accept of mercy of- 
fered? When ſhall that time come; Oal when 3; 
ſhall it once be? It is ſuch a time as would e- 
Joice the angels to behold it, E 4 And, 
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ving expoſtulations will not prevail with you 
I know not what will. 

IV. My fourth uſe ſhall be a uſe of motire 
If all theſe expoſtulations will not prevail, 
will lay down ſerious conſiderations, to moye 
you to a timely repentance 3 and I will try 
what they can do, whether by them you wil 
be ſtirred up to the improvement of your 90. 

den ſeaſon of grace before it be at an end. 
I. Conſider, firft, how precious your tim 
in this world is, it is far more precious than 


Wl! Gold; now alt the Gold, all the riches, and 


all the treaſure in this world, cannot purchaſe 
one minute of time when it is gone and paſt; 

people don't know howprecious their time iz, 
until they come to the end of it, and when once 
time is at an end, O then they know the wort 
of it : Now ſinners enquire, what they ſhall 
do to paſs away their time; time is ſo plenty 
with them, that they know not what to do 
with it; tho? they have ſo many ſinful laſts to 
mortifie, ſo many corruptions to ſubdue, ſo ma- 
ny fins to repent of, Chriſt to get an intereſt 
in, and their pardon to ſue out, and tempta- 
tions to ſtrive againſt, ſo much work to do, 
for God and their own ſouls, and the ſouls of 
others, and yet they know not how to ſpend 


| heir time, Ay, but when once they do come 
to 


And, Friends, is it nota great deal hcl | 
to be a joy to angels, than to be a laughing 
{tock to devils? Oh! Friends, if all theſe 0. 
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before them but an eternity of miſery : Oh, 
hen they would give ten thouſand worlds, if 
hey had them, but for one year, or but for 
dne quarter of a Year of that time which they 
o vainly ſpent? oh / if people did but know 
he worth of time, as much as they will do 
then, then they would away with their cards 
and dice, and other paſtimes, and they would 
ſpend every minute of it to the beſt advantage 
hey can for their ſouls eternal welfare. 

2, Conſider, how dangerous it is too ſquan- 
er and waſte away their precious timein fleſh- 
ly luſts and pleaſures : It may be you think of 
repenting hereafter, when you come to lie up- | 
on your death-bed, but who knows but that 
you may die ſuddenly, as many do without 
the leaſt ſpace to repent ; and beſides, it is a 
madnels for any to think to do that great work 
in an inſtant of time: But ſuppoſing you ſhould 
have a breathing ſpace at the day of death, 
yet who knows how long the ſeaſon of grace 
may continue? Behold, faith the apoſtle, now 
15 the accepted time, behold now is the day of ſal. 
vation] 1. Cor. 6. 4. It is now that God calls, 
and offers you his 1pirit to aſſiſt and help you, 
and p'omiſes to accept you, if you will but, 
come at his call, b-fore he hath given you over 
to yourſelves ; God who offers you grace ro "Wal 
day, it may be he will not offer it again ta 
morrow : I have read a fad ſtory of an extra- 
1 3 , vagi wane 
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vagant young man, who being often amal ures, 

ed by his godly friends to repent and reform ontim 
his wicked life, he preſumptuouſly gave then WM: up, 

this anſwer: That, if, when he lay a dying, k Ing on 
aid but ſay three words of repentance he ſhull Handle 
do well enough : Theſe three words I ſupper until i 
was to be, Lord have mercy upon me. But Never 
a certain time, as he was riding over a narrow man 
bridge with his horſe, his horle ſlipt and fell Wppor 
in with him, and after ſtruggling awhile, he Wt paſſ 
was heard to ſpeak theſe three words, Devi! Meaſles 
take all. Theſe are his three words of repen- Wollov 
tance, it is therefore exceeding dangerous nd ic 
put off our great work, until time is at an end, Nil c 

3. Conſider, that the ſeaſon and opportuni- MW 5. 

ty of grace: is the greateſt mercy that we can ee at 
enjoy. It is ſuch a mercy as was never vouch. ]Woul: 
fafed to the fallen Angels: Thus God's mer- Nou a 
cies are renewed to us every morning; becauſe Whoul 
he every morning gives us, as it were a new In his 
life, and a new Opportunity of grace: and his re 


| Friends, if you ſquander and trifle away ſuch Wnerc 


. f 
5 


golden opportunities, as God hath put into ion 
your hands, you trample under Feet one of the een 
choiceſt of God's mercies; and do you think {WI net 
that God will bear this at your hands ? 00 | 
4. Conſider, that your accepted time, and 
Seaſon of grace is continually waſting, whe- wa) 
ther you improve it well or not: Time is con- 
|| tinually paſſing away; and it will not ſtay for Ws th 
par whilſt you are following your ee in th 
ures, 


| and beginning of Eternity. 
10niſh. Wires, and wearying of God's patience, but is 
reforn {ontinually haſt'ning away; when once the ſun 
e then Is up, it keeps its courſe, and never ceales go- 
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ng, kWng on, until it is gone down; when once a 
e ſooull WW 20 dle is lighted, it Keeps continually burning 
uppok Whincil it is ddne ; when once a glaſs is turned, it 
3ut on Wever ceaſes running until it is out; ſo ſoon as 
1arroy man is born, God doth immediately put an 
nd fell Wpportunity of grace into his hands, and then 
le, he t paſſes, and it Keeps paſſing away, and never 

Dev) Weaſes running until it is at end; one day 
repen- Wollows another, one ſabbath follows another, 
us to nd fo time keeps running on, until at laſt, it 
n end, {Will ceaſe and be no longer. 


tun}. 
ve can 


de at laſt, if time ſhould be at an end, before 


ouch. ¶ouhave made your peace with God : if whilſt 
mer. Nou are finning away your precious time God 
cauſe Whould clap a curſe upon your ſouls, and {wear 


n his wrath that you ſhould never enter into 
is reſt? and ſo ſhut againſt you the door of 


2 new 
and 


ſuch Wnercy for ever. Oh! what a dreadful condi- 
into ion will you be in then. Oh! Then it had 
ff the Ppeen well for you if you had never been born! 
think hen you may knock at the gate. of m-rcy* 
00 late, as the fooliſh Virgins did: Saying 
and Lord open unto us, But the Lord will ſend you 
whe- way with this dreadful Sentence, I know you” 
con- Wit, depart from me ye workers of Tniquity,'Fhis 
y for Ws the moſt dreadfullett place that is to be found 
plea- Wi the goſpel; read and tremble at it; it is in 
ures, | Luke 


5. Conſider, How dreadfal your ſtate wil, 


1 
= 


— = EP 
. = If — = — N * * . n 9 ma eats. # 2 A — ERS = — 1 4 wy «_ * p o 
ER 8 * G . r 8 lh . 2 . rae: , , OR Was — 1 
r ** * , 7 4 , HI” a my 3 2 - 8 d _ n 1 R wy = — _ - Ja, l 
— . FA. 8 are er — Yo Tas! =. * p — nel 3 * * 
5 3 — 4 L Pp.” 8 8 2 — 29 0 . 
b 5 a wy * > 8 . I d tres 26h , —— * 7 9 27 ＋ 8 — ws! * 2 — — — = 
D — * 32 wo I >? 2 r et © oe _— * 4 3 2 , — * 
* * » 2 © 9 oe A * * C 05 1 
. * * N * 4 0 4q<D o * IT] — 
\ _ 4 N — + . 6 l * - * - 8 — 
. * 0 a 8 2+ 7 22 8 þ * « 
* _— " — - 2 * po gs > * — . =. 2 a = 


. —— 
3 
8 n 


* 1 n 
© IS 4 5 
he 6 


* 
* * — 
7 RI DS ORE 
8 


. 
o 


a — Ar) 
"IT e — a, 
r IE rene. 5 ns 
= * n — 2 — * 
3 e 5 9 a: oe LN. 4 ary : 
re cali. S mY *) mt 
— — : * 2 
2 2 " i — — I - a 


108 


The End of Time, 


Luke 19. 41. 42. And he drew nigh to Jeruſy | 
lem, Be looked abous, (but it was with tears in! 
his eyes,) he wept over it, ſaying, I tbeu bad 
Anown, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, th 


things which belong unto thy peace | But now thy 
are hid from thy eyes. 
Mot fearful is the example of FrancisSpirg, 
ſo dreadful it is, that it is enough to make the 
ſtouteſt heart to ake, to hear the ſtory of it: 
This Francis Spira was a civil lawyer ; he wa 
brought up, and lived forty years and morein 
the Romith religion: about that time the fun 
of the goſpel was riſen in Europe, and this 
new doctrine he liked and loved fo well, that 
he forſook his Romiſb principles, and embra- 
ced the goſpel of Chritt, and preached it firſ 
to his own family, and then to his neighbours, 


and then in publick meetings to the whole 


country; inſomuch that he converted many 
from the Romiſh principles to the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and cauſed them to embrace the gol: 
pel, until at laſt he had brought himſelt into 
great danger, in that he muſt either againſt 
his knowledge and conſcience deny Chriſt, or 
elſe endure the extreameſt rorments that malice 
| can inflict; or elſe he muſt forſake his houſe 


WY || and land, his wife and children, yea, his own 


country, and betake himſelf to a foreign coun- 
try, there toendure a thouſand milerics ; and 
ne not knowing what courſe to take, nor what 
to do, the ſpirit of God came to him, and en- 
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ouraged him to ſtand faſt in the faith o 
hriſt, telling him he ſhould not ſet his hand- 


riting to the legate, that Chriſt was able to 
defend him; and that tho? he did go to priſon, 


nd to death; yet the eternal reward remains 


or him in heaven; yet this miſerable Man 
onſulting alſo with fleſh and blood, went and 
ied Chriſt, and then he was fain alſo to pro- 
miſe, and ſeal it in his own country ; and as 
e was going the ſpirit of God met with him 
he ſecond time, and he thought he heard a 
voice ſaying unto him, Spira! What doſt thou 
here ? Whither goeſt thou ? Haſt thou, unhappy 
man | given thy hand-writing to the legate ? Tet 


e thou ſeal it not in thine wn Country: Doſs ali 


thou think eternal life ſo mean a thing as to pre- 
fer ibis preſent life before it? Remember man, 
that the ſufferings of this preſent life i; not wor- 
thy of the glory that ſhall be revealed. If thou, 


ſuffereft with Chriſt, thou ſhalt alſo reign with Wil 


him, Thou can not anſwer for what thou haft 
already done; nevertheleſs the gates of mercy is 


no! quite ſhut : O heap not fin upon fin, leſt thou Wal 
Now was Spira ue 
in a wilderneſs of doubt, not knowing whi- Wl 
ther to go, nor what to do: At laſt he went 
and aſked counſel of his friends about it; and 
they, without any conſideration, perſuaded Jl 
him, that by no means he ſhould bring him- Jl 
ſelf and them into any danger, but that he 
would} 


repen:eſt when it be too late. 


* 


Net his hand to the legate; and fo in part de- 
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"Had promiſed : 


word for word as it was written, This done, 
he was immediately fined thirty pices of gold, 
and then reſtored to his goods, wife and chi]. 
I 1; 'R dren ; but no ſooner was bs departed, but he 
heard a direful voice, ſaying unto him, Thiy 
wicked wretch ! thou haſt denied me ! T, ou haft 
_ ken thy vow! Hence apoſtate ! Bear with thee 
be ſentencꝰ of thy eternal damnation! 

Wl Immediately Spira trembling and quaking 
fell into a ſwoon : Help was at hand for the 
body, but never more could he find any eaſe 
in his mind, but was continually tormented 
with the ſenſe of God's wrath, and was cap- 
ſy tivated under the revenging hand of God, 
Then his Friends began to repent too late 
of their raſh counſel, when he related to thoſe 
that came to ſee him, of all thepaſſages thathad 
happened, it made them all to weep and trem- 
| ble, As ſoen as ſentence of Chriſt was paſſed 
WH og2in me, I knew that I was utterly undone) 
e felt a continual rorment of his mind, and 
a continual butchery of his conſcience, that 


endure not the like miſery : I feel, faith he, 
that God more and more hardens te; I am one 


would go to the legate, and perform What he f 
and mo 

Then in the morning, he deſperately gets 
up, and enters into the congregatiſm, where | 
Maſs, being finiſhed he recites the abjuration, 


he profeſſed, th; damned waich are in hell, 


of thoſe reprobates that God would not have ' 
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/e And ſo continuing in this ſtate for ſix weeks 
and more, he then at laſt ended this miſerable life in a 
dreadful condition. ; 


© Nets I aſſure you, this is the dreadfulleſt example that ever I 
here read in my whole life; the Lord grant that none of us all 
ation. may ever come to this. Bo 
n 6. And laſtly, Conſider what a happy condition you 
„ Hare yet in; that you may enjoy your golden ſeaſon of 
gold, grace, that God has not yet done calling, that his ſpirit 
Chil- Has not yet done ſtriving, that his patience has not yet 
ut he done waiting. | 


O how lovingly did the Spirit call upon Francis Spira 
the ſecond time, after he had ſet his hand-writing to the 


ba Wegate, and told him, that yet the gate of mercy was not 
) thee Wquite ſhut. O heap not fin upon fin, leſt thou repenteſt 


when it will be too late. What ! was not the gate of 
1K. mercy quite ſhut ? O what a comfortable word was that! 
King As far as he had gone in renouncing his profeſſion, and 
r the {Wcenying of Chriſt, yet it was not too late, yet there was 
eaſe Mnercy in ſtore for him; and if he had but then obey d 
the Spirit, and not gone any farther, but repented of 
what he had already done. O what a happy man he had 
cap- been for ever! 1 EEE 
J. V. And laſtly, I ſhall conclude with a few words of 
late exhortation : J ſhall exhort 2 in the words of the a- 
hoſ poſtle, Redeeming the time, becauſe the days are evil. It 
o'r is fo that at laſt, Time Gall be no longer? Then let me 
had Wexhort you, now wiſely to redeem your time, your ac- 
em- eepted time before it be gone, O let the tine paſt ſuf- 
aſſed Je wherein aue have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
et. iv. 3. 1 85 
Me ! Beloved friends, you have waſted enough and too much 
and of your time, in the pleaſures of the fleſh, and in the 
hat works of the devil. O! be perſuaded for the. Lord's 
Wake, and for your ſoul's ſake, to ſpend the ſhort remain- 


ell, der of your time in the ſervice of God, in working out 
he, your own ſalvation 3 whatever ye are about, and where- 
one bever you are, whether alone or in company, yet ſill wn 
* be a redeeming of your time: When you are alone, then WS 

L le your time be redeemed by ſelf-examination, by 22 

| : on 


- 
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nation and prayers, by meditations and contemplations; 
and when you are among company, though it be aboy | 
the works of your calling, O then be careful to improre 
your time well; inſtruct them you tee are ignorant, re. | 
prove them that are ſinful ; ſpend your time when 50 
be together, in diſcourſing to one another, of the en 
SL why were born, of miſerable eſtate by nature, of the 
. ſufferings ot Chriſt for your ſins, of the ſhortneſs of your 
time, and of your future eſtate in another world, Let 
theſe and ſuch-like diſcourſes fill up your time. Oh 
labour with all your might to win the ſouls of one aro- 
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ther, and to help ore another in the way to heaven daily, Wn opp! 
WH while it is called to day: O what a happy work you ne of 1 
would perform, if by your ſeaſonable diſcourſe, you d; bu 
would convert a foul to God. . rifled a 

To conclude : Be exhorted to ſpend that ſmall remnant Niures: 

of your time in praying, repenting of your fins, and {pardon 
working out your ſalvation ; and then at laſt, when time Wifying 

ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, you ſhall be received into Lord. 


ave th 
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O Moſt gracious, moſt glorious, and eternal Lord chou h. 
God 3 who art the 4A ph and Omega, . the bepin- more ag 


an eternity of joy and felicity, there to live and reign 
for ever. | e | 


1 * Conſider what hath been ſaid, and the Lord give you 
| Underſtanding. 


The End of the Fourth SERM ON. 


A Confeſſion and Prayer for à penitent Sinner, on this 
5 Subject or Diſcourſe. ; | 


ning and the end, the firſt and laſt; thou art God from life, if 
1 everlaſting, and thy years ſhall have no end; thou art {former 
WE righteous in all thy Works; thou art of purer eyes than Wit were 
| . f 5 | | "= lam, 
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WM. þchold the leaſt fin with an allowance; ſo that as ſoon 
mprore Ws the angels bad ſinned, thou immediately caſteth them 
nt, re. Wowr, out of heaven, and reſerveſt them under chains of 
en you Warkneſs, unto the dreadful coming of the great day, 
he end Without affording them them the leaſt hope of mercy, 
of the Wor the leaſt opportunity of ſeek lng peace, and reconcili- 
of your tion with thee : Whereas when we were loſt and un- 

J. Let None, by the apoſtacy of our firſt parents, thou didſt give 
bl oy dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, to offer himſelf a fa- 
ne ano. rifce upon the croſs for us, and for his ſake hath put 

1 daily, n opportunity into our hands: thou haſt given every 
rk you ne of us a day and ſeaſon wherein we might be accept- 

„ you ed; but, oh, vile wretch that I am, I ſquandered and 


emnant Wures : all that time that thou haſt been offering mercy, 
, and Pardon and peace: all that time I have conſumed in gra- 
n time Wifying the fleſh, and in following my ſinful delights: O 


Lord. 
ave throughout the whole courſe of my life neglected 
hriſt, my only Saviour and Redeemer, that would have 
aved me from wrath and damnation : I have rejected that 
pardon and peace, which from time to time thou haſt ſtood 
profering me; I have wearied thy patience which has 
been ſtretched out into long-ſuffering. How often haſt 
thou called unto me, inwardly by the ſpirit: But I have 
turned a deafear to all thy calls and invitations. How often 


entrance; but I have barred it againſt thee by unbelief and 
impenitency. Thou haſt ſpared me from one ſabbath to a- 
nother, from one year to another, and ſtill waiteſt for my 
repentance ; thou haſt ſought to move me with mercies, 
and terrify me with judgments ; yet neither mercies nor 
judgments would work any good effects upon me. When 
thou haſt ſmitten me with Affliction, yet then I rebelled 


life, if it ſhould pleaſe thee to reſtore me once more to my 
former health, and then, thou in mercy, didſt try me, as 
it were, with another life: But then, miſerable wretch that 
to WI am, I returned again to my old courſe of life, ſoon for- 
getting 


rifled away this ſeaſon of grace, in fleſhly luſt and plea- 


I do here with Shame and horror confeſs that 1 


haſt thou ſtood knocking at the door of my hard heart for 


more againſt thee. I made many fair promiſes to lead a new | 
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getting the promiſe Which I made in my ſickneſs: aer, wh 
the day long thou haſt fretebed out thy hand unto me, 16 


mec in Jeſus Chriſt, and haft intreated me to accept q 


it had not been for wonderful mercy towards me, I nig 
long before this time (amongſt devils) been howling, ſhriek 


fut againſt me; ſure if thou hadſt took any delight in m 


ſeech thee, caſt me not off now at length, a miſerable fin- 
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obedient and gainſay ing wretch, and offered me gracew 


it. Bat oh, miſerable wretch that J am, I have contiaugy 
my Rebellion againſt thee, quenching and grieving thy 
ly ſpirit, which would hve ſealed me unto the day of 

demption, wearing thy patience, and abuſing thy ne 

and Pan an?! turning thy grace into wantonneß. 
Lord, what can I ;uftly expect, but that thou ſhould x 
ſolve, that thy ſpirit ſha!l never more ſtrive with me; al 
ſeeing I would not be purged from my Filthineſs any mon 
until that thou haſt cauſed thy fury to reſt upon me, aj 
fo bind me over to perpetual Wrath; Lord, I confeſs, j 


ing in that lake that burns with fire and brimſtome, O Lon 
hat a wonder is this, that ſuch a wretch as I am not i 
hell, that ſtill thou ſpareſt me, and expecteſt my repentanc; 
that yet there is hope that the gate of mercy is not quit 


damnation, thou couldſt never have born ſo much at ny thy h 
hands as thou haſt done; thou wouldſt never ſuffered ne taugh 
to abuſe thy mercy and goodneſs as thou haſt done: bu | 
ſeeing, O Lord, thou vatt ipared me ſo long, and ſtill con. if 
tinueth to me the ſeaſon and means of grace, O Lord, Il . 
will nevermore ſpend my time as I have done, in following if 10 
the pleaſure of the fleſh, and grieving thy holy ſpirit; ad ec 
do propoſe, and reſolve thro' thy grace aſſiſting me, to re 7 


ſign my will to thy holy and heavenly will, and to ſpend the 
remainder of my time in obedience to thy holy law, and 


commandments, and to this end, O Lord, I humbly beſeec 


thee, to grant me the aſſiitance of thy holy ſpirit, for of mj. 


ſelf I can do nothing; and let this thy ſpirit mollify my 


hard and obdurate heart, that I may with hearty ſorron, 
bewail my loſt and miſpent time, and that I may double di 


ligence for the time to come. O Lord, tho? I have long 


continued in my rebellion againſt thee; yet, Lord, I be. 


ner, 


* 
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[s: 7, er, who returns unto thee with an humble penitent heart; 
v me, 1 ke not away from me thy holy ſpirit, tho? it hath along 
e grace nd often been grieved by me: Say not, that now it is too 
o accent late. Lord, ſnut not againſt me the gate of mercy, let not 
ontigug my foul periſh, for whom Chriſt died; and if it be thy will, 
ing thy iy that I periſh, Lord, I have caſt down myſelf at the Feet of 
day of Chriſt ; but if J periſh, I will periſh there: Lord I beſeech 
thy nem chee give me grace, that I may now prize this mercy better 
Inneſ, than I have done. O let the time paſt ſuffice, wherein I have 
ſhould „ wrought the will of the Gentiles, and followed my ſinful luſt 
me; and pleaſures ; and give me grace to dedicate the remain- 


der of my time to thee, and thy ſervice. Lord, make me 


an 

.* wife, to know and conſider, now in this my day of viſita- 
onfe tion; the things that concern my everlaſting peace, before 
: I mi chey are hid from mine eyes; and the time which others 
g, fre ſpend in rioting and gaming, and fleſhly luſts. Lord, give 
„OL me grace to ſpend that time in faſting, praying, repenting, 
im no and labouring to work out my ſalvation; fo that at haſt, 
pentua when time ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer, I may enter into 


an eternity of joy and felicity. Theſe, and other mercies, 


not 1 Ne 
rhe as which thou knoweſt to be needful for me, I humbly beg at | [ | 1 
h at oy thy hand in that form of prayer, which Chriſt himlelf WA 
Fercd g taught me, ſaying, I „ 170 
ne: by Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 

ſtill COR | | 


, Y | p 1 F 
Lord, [ If thou know theſe things, bleſſed: and happy are you, 
oni if you thus redeem your now accepted time and {cafon of 


t; adi grace; which that we may all do. 

, tore | 1/85 
end the The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God the 
„„ and Father, and the feeet comfortable Fellowyhip of God My 
beſeech the Holy Ghoſt, be dub, and remain with us, bath Wl + 
of my. naw, and for evermere. Amen, i 

lify my | 

orrow, 

ble di- 
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7Zofhua's Reſolution 
. 


Serve the one Oc. 


HESE are the words of 
7 = OSHUA ft 
tribes of Trae]: For ound 


chapter declared unto them 
„ Eh 
fits Sick God of his mercy W before 


Wi on them; as particularly in Yer, 15, in that 


he hath given them a land the 
for, and cities which they built . 
yards, and olive- yards to eat of, which — 
planted not: Foſhua having thus laid bei 
their eyes God's benefits, he in Ver. 1 ; 
horts them to offer unto God a chankfol an 
5 heart for thoſe benefits which he hat 
7 * upon them: Now therefore fear tht 
of > and ſerve him in fincerity and in truth: 
ow put «wry the Gods which your Fathers ſerv- 
ed, and ſerve the Lord, And lo I fall imme- 
diately upon the wordz of the text, wherein 
we have theſe two conſiderable things: Tr 
Hirt, The freedom waich Joſbua ſeems to 
give 


ve the 
rve th 
ey wil 

Secont 


d 118 


ill ſer 


Now 
o tog 
OWeve 
er the 
hild ol 
lcave | 
ays O1 
Nov 
& I 
Firf 

f a cl 
Seco 
Lajl 
* 
hriſti 
It? 
nd a 


Fi J. 


to ſerve the Lord. 117 


ve the tribes of 1/rael, in caſe they refuſe to 
rve the Lord, that they ſhall chooſe who 

ey will ſerve. | 
Secondal-. His reſolution concerning himſelf 
d bis tam): As for me and my Houſe we 
ut fore thee Lord. 
Now in this [mall treatiſe, I ſhall join theſe | 
o together in this one obſervation: That is, 
d wever the men of this world live, whate- 
r they do, what ways ſoever they follow; a 
hild of God is fully bent, and reſolved to 
cave to the Lord, and to take care that his 


ON 


ve th 


to the Family, and all under his charge, walk 1 in the 
1 this Ways of holineſs and piety. 
bene. MW Now tor my further handling Fo? this fills 
towed Net I ſhall pioceed after this manner. 


1 that MW Fir, I ſhall ſhew you what the reſolution : 
d not f a chii' ian is. 
vine. Secondly, The reaſon of this reſolution, And, 
they MW Lofly, The application. | 
before M 1. To ſhew you what the reſolution of a 
. x. hriſtian is. 1. It is a full and firm reſolution 
and . It is a preſent reſolution. 3. It is a ſettled 
hath nd a deliberate reſolution. 


It " Firſt, The reſolution of a chriſtian is, a full 
YUD : 


ferv- 


nNme- 
erein 


hey naturally chooſe Sin, death and hell; 
hey chooſe death and damnation, before life 


rays of luxury. Wantonnelſs, drinking, gam- 


s to ng, and all manner of lewd and looſe Re 


give 


nd fim reſolution; the Men of this world 
nd ſalvation, they reſolutely run on in the AM 


F, ; * * 
'S: 
cesz3 | 
1 


Fl 


n 


vows and promiſes forgot: Thus the children 
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ces | and though they are told and told agzin bear 

both by the meſſengers of God's word, and rom 

their godly friends, whither theſe ungodly Hou 

ways will lead them, yet they will run on fill, | ban 

and take their own courſe, as if they weren WW «**7 

Love with their own ruin and deſtruction, “ /** 
But, a true chriſtian, after his reproof ang Her. 
admonitions, when he finds that they wil yield 

not be reclaimed, he, as it were, bids then ““ 

take their Courſe and chooſe whom they will r the 

ſerve as Joſbua did the people of T/rae! : Bu 80e 
por his part he reſolved with full bent and pur. MW" '2 

poſe of heart, to give himſelf up ts the Lord Ml" 0 

and chooſe him for his portion, and to give up [olutic 

himſelf Soul and body as an inſtrument for nei,“ 

his ſervice. 5 8 GD 0 radi 

Now the reſolution of a Chriſtian is not 1 ]M2*!''S 

ſick-bed promiſe, but a full bent and puh m in 

of heart to lead a newlife. There are many chat Nett, 

fairly reſolve, but wereſolve; every weak pro- d ho! 

miſe is not a full reſolution. Alas! how many {Mp Prot 

are there, who under a ſharp fit of ſickneſs, dr flatt 

or under ſome judgment ready to befai them, MW" by 

will promiſe what fair new creatures they will nent 

become, what new lives they will lead, how en 

holy and how purely they will live; but if the 

it pleaſe God to ſpare them, and give them 1 ſh, a 

Time of reſpite, then how ſoon are theſe 3 


tear 


of Iſrael, how fairly did they promiſe, Deu. Wan 


5. 27. All that the Lord God ſhall ſpeak, we 


wil 


to ſerve the Lord. 1 19 


agu hear and do: But though they had a tongue 
1, and promiſe, yet they had no hearts to perform; 
1godly Mou may ſee, Verſe 29. O that there was: 
n till, an heart in them, that they would fear me, 


lee my commandments, that it may be well 


Vere in a 
Y/ them. But as for a ſincere and returning 


Action. 


f ang er, he not on promiſes, but he reſolves 
y will ide himſc! Body and Soul to be the 
; they Wo ; ya, the waole frame of his heart is 
y wil Wt that way, as an unconverted wicked ſin- 
: Bu r gocs on in ſin, with a full purpoſe of heart, 
d pur. n 70 © returning ſinner, who is coming to 
Lord Mus Chriſt, ſerves him with full purpoſe and 


lution C1 heart. And as a wicked reſolute 


we up | p 

nt for ner, either mercies nor judgments, reproofs 
Pradmonitions, neither perſuading nor en— 

not a eating by minifee rs nor friends, will ſtop 

0k Im in his £571! courſe. So on the other fide, 

y char (cunning linner, that is reſolved for Chriſt 


d holineſs, will not be dran back, neither 


pro- | | 5 ; | 
many promiſes nor chrrataings, naither by frowns 
neſs, r flatteries: Let his ſinful companions antice 
nem, Im by never ſo many Arguments, he will not 


y will nſent, but he is fully bent and reſolved for 
how raven and happineſs whatever it coſt him; 
but if d therefore, ſeeing the weakneſs of his own 
em a b, and his eternal Inclinations te be over- 
theſe me by the leaſt remptation, therefore he ap- 
dren W's to the throne of grace, and there he pours 
Deut, It carneſt prayers and ſupplications for the 
„ w iſtance of vin? grace, to ſtrengthen him 
77 Ws El in 


* - 


m_—_ ke 
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in the inner man; he dare not truſt to his o 
ſtrength, he conſiders how ſoon Peter was over 
come notwithſtanding his reſolution to ſtand: 
faying, if I ſhould die with thee, I will ot d. 
_ 7» bbee; and yet becauſe he was too confiden 
of his own ſtrength, it pleaſed God for hj 
trial, to leave him to himſelf, how ſoon he 
denied and forſwore his Lord and ſaviour, 
began to curſe and ſwear, hat he knew him mt, 
Matt. 26. Now I fay, a returning ſinner, cos. 
ſidering this, he dares not reſolve in his om 
ſtrength, but labours and endeavours in th 
ule of all means to get ſtrength from heaven, 
and in the ſtrength of Chriſt, he ſtrives and 
labours to go on towards the heavenly mak 
he aims at, he reſts not in any certain attain- 
ments, but truly reſolves by the help of divine 
Grace, towards the Mortification of the whole 
Body of fin, and for the attainment of Gna 
and Holineſs unto Perfection. 
| And after he had done his beſt, yet ſtill he 
feels Juſt to be ſtrong in him, and grace weak, 
therefore he is more and more outragious 2. 
gainſt his natural inclinations, and his earneſ 
deſire and endeavours are to be more and more 
humble, more patient, more meek, more holy, 
and more heavenly ; let the devil tempt him 
with riches, honour, long life, and all carthiy 
| happineſs, on condition, that he turns back 
again into the ways of fin, yet he will not yield, 
bat he refls him with all his mightand ſtrength; 


Nay, 
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his oy, though all the powers of hell uſe their 
18 over moſt endeavours to draw him back, though 
tang. Ne fleſh entice, and the wicked world uſe all 
' wot 4 Neans to diſcourage him, yer in ſpite of them 
fide), he 15 reſolv'd to go on in his holy courſe 
for ur, neilber death, nor life, nor priucipalities, 
ſoon f powers, nor berght, nor depth, nor any crea- 
Dur, Ee, 75 able 40 ſeperate him from the love of God, 
im ms ich fs in Feſus Chriſt cur Lord, Rom. viii, 
r, con. Thus a ſincere returning ſinner is fully bent 


d reſolved to give himſelf up body and ſoul 
d the Lord: And the whole frame and bent 
f his heart is towards grace and holineſs. 
That 1s the firit thing conſiderable, that a 
riſtian reſolution is a full reſolution, = 
Secondly, It is a preſent reſolution, he is not 


lis Own 

in the 
eaven, 
es and 
mark 


attain- 25 | ; 
divine r putting it off from one time to Another, as 
whole he did not care whether it was done or no. 


ven ſo a chriſtian that is fully bent and reſol- 
ed after grace and holineſs, he longs and de- 


Grace 


till he Nres for the attainment of his holy ends, the 
weak hole frame of his heart is ſet that way; and 
ous 2. Nerefore he preſently ſets about the work 
arnet ithout delay. Indeed, a hypocrite has many 
Le urpoſes and reſolutions to repent,and become 
holy, IE creature} but he delays and puts, off 
* hay rom one time to another, being loth for the 


reſent to part with ſweet ſin, with his belov'd 


. = ſt, which ſhews, that his reſolution is not a 4 
viel. m and fettled reſolution, his purpoſes are un- 
bo: pund and hypocritical. . 


nay, There 
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There was one Luke 9. 61. who made, 
kind of a reſolution to follow Chriſt; but thi 
reſolution was not for the preſent, he begged 
liberty to go once to his ſinful companions, and 
take his leave of them, Lord, ſaith he, I wil 
felliww thee, but let me firſt go and bid them fam. 
«rel, Nich are at home at my 'heuſe. This 
ſhews, that his purpoſe and retplution was not 


ſincere ; he made a kind of reſolution to fol. 


low Chriſt ; but here lies the caſe, there was 


not a thorough change wrought in him, he 


had not rœoted out his beloved fin; the frame 
and bent of his heart was more towards the 


following of his luſt, than it was to follow; 


Chriſt : Therefore in ſetting his hand to Chriſt, 
and yet looking back with pleaſure and delight 
vpen his old ſinful courſe of Life, he was not 
| fit for the kirgdom of heaven; as our Savi— 
our tells him, Ver. 61. Lerd, ſaith he, I uil 
| fellew thee, but let me firſt go and bid them fart- 
wel, which are at heme at my houſe, 
Thus a wicked man, when he is intreated 
and perſuaded by a miniſter of God's word, 
or by any of his godly relations, to repent 
and forſake his evil practiſes, and to Icad a 
new life, he perhaps under theſe godly admo- 
nitions, makes fair promiſes, and has ſome 
puipofes and reſolutions to repent, and become 
a new creature, and yet notwithſtanding theſe 
Purpoſes and reſolutions, he has many delays 
| and puts-off, becauſe his heart remains fill 
. wedded 


p * 


edded 
S, tha 
take 
ouſe, 
anions 
em, 
hriſt; 
d he! 
d mal 
joy a 
en he 
zuſt ha 
hore of 
dllow ( 
ave fit 
n, he 
leaſure 
ore, 4 
Thus 
e Wo! 
dtwith! 
rpoſes 
ele he 
actile, 
e time 
end : 
his et 
But, 
ved t. 
rvice, 


rame 
S the 
ollow. 


hriſt, 
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edded to his luſt. The drunkard he promi- 
that he will return and follow Chriſt ; but 
takes leave firſt to go once more to the al er 
>uſe, and takes leave of his drunken com- 
anions, and take one merry Cup more with 
em, and then he would come and follow 
hriſt; he hath friends at home at his houſe, 
d he muſt firſt go and take his leave of them, 
d make one merry meeting among them, and 
joy a little more of their jovial company, 
en he will follow Chrift. The covetous he 
uſt have leave firſt to purſue after a little 
ore of this worlds good, and then he will 
pllow Chriſt. The voluptuous he muſt have 
ave firſt to partake a little more of the ſweet 
he muſt enjoy a little more of his beloved 
ire he muſt down with one ſweet morfel 
ore, and then he will follow Chriſt. 
Thus Sin 1s ſo ſweet unto a wicked Man, 
e World and the fleſh is ſo bewitching, that 
dtwithſtanding a ſinner's fair promiſes and 
rpoſes to repent, and turn to, God, chat by 
ele he is hindred of putting any thing into 
actile, but procraſtinates and puts off from 
e time to another, until, perhaps time is at 
end: before he has done any thing in or der 


his eternal Salvation. 


But, a Chriſtian that is fully and firmly re- 

lved to dedicate himſelf to the Lord and his 

ice, ſo that the whole frame of his heart 
1 iS 
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; * 
is bent that way, he 1s ſo far from delaying 
and putting off from one time to another, that 


he 1s even reſtleſs, and can find no content. 
ment in any thing he enjoys, until he has got 
an intereſt in Chriſt, until he has got ſome af. 
ſurance of the love of God, and the pardon of 


his fin; it grieves him to the very heart, 0 


think that he ſhould be ſo wild and foolifh, 
and to waſte ſo much of his precious time, a; 
he bas done in fleſhly luſts, in abuſing God! 

mercy and goodneſs, and grieving his ſpirit, 
in that he has made a good and gracious God 
wait upon him ſo many years, whilſt he cont; 
nued to run on in a courle of rebellion againſt 
him. And therefore he now reſolves through 
the grace of God's aſſiſting him from this time 
forward, to bid an everlaſting farewel to his 
beloved fin, he now fully reſolves to continue 
ro longer in his ſinful couſe of life; he 1s 
ready to cry out with St. Auguſtine, How lim 
al] fay, Temorrow, Temorrow ? Why ſual 
not this day be the day of my converfion, He 
therefore, without delay, ſets about the work 
of converſion ; he now begins to beg, labour, 
and ſtrive to work out his ſalvation. 

Thus a Chriftian's reſolution is a preſent 
Reſoluiion. 
© Third and loft, A Chriſtian? $ reſolution 

is a ſer!cd and dehberte reſolution. 
He doth not as many do, take up a ſudden 
and irconſiderate reſolution to follow Chriſt; 
and he diligcntly conſiders, I. What 


may 
name. 


his lil 


ſtatiz. 
worſe 
our S 
not ds 
have } 
laid th 
that b 
29, $ 
Cannot 
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he en 
and c. 
how ſ. 
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What 
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I. What it might coſt him to be a thorough 
chriſtian, the death of his beloved ſin, that 
he knows it mult coſt him, he knows he 


125 


muſt part with every ſin; even with his: 
moſt fl-ſh-plealing ſin for Chriſt, or elle he 
can be no chriſtian : Bat he conſiders that it 


may coſt him the loſs of his credit and god 


name, the loſs of liberty, nay, the lols of 
his life. 

Now a penitent inner conſiders dilig gently. 
of all theſe things before he enters upon his 
chriſtian courſe, leſt after he has gone far 
with Chriſt, per ſecution comes, and he apy9-) 
ſtatize and fall away, and fo his latter end b. 
worſe than his beginning: What man, faith 
our Saviour, intending to build a tower, fiiteth 
not down firſt, and counteth the coſt, whether he 
have ſufficient to finiſh it, leſt happily after he has Wl 
laid the foundation, and is not able to finiſh it, 4 
that behold him begin to mock him, Luke 14. 28. 
20. So whoſoever  forſaqeth not all that be hath, 
cannot be my diſctple, Verſe 33. Many have 
gone far with Chriſt; ſo far as their intereſt 
lay with the intereft of Chriſt ; but when the 
Intereſt of Chriſt and their own intereſt is croſ- 
ſed, then they have apoſtatiz'd and fell away, 
Bit on the contrary, a wiſe chriſtian, before 
he enters upon a new life, he firſt ſets down 
and counts the coſt; he conſiders upon Peter, 
how fad ly he fel! when Chriſt had left him un- 
to himſelf, notwithſtanding his ſtrong reſolu- 


E. 3 tion: 


band ſins, and out with his right. cy fins ; ht 
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tion: ſaying, F all ſhould deny thee, vet wil 


| jution. 


20% J. Therefore he dares not purpoſe a and fit 
retolve in his own ſtrength ; for he knoy 1 
himſelf to be very weak, and cannot _ 6 
one ſtep towards heaven, without divine if. [ay © 
ſtance.; therefore he is day and night in e 
neſt prayer to God, for ſtrength from hea tine, 
and fo in the ſtrength of Chrilt he is reſobaf mere 
to take him for better or worſe; he is reſolve the bi 
to run all hazards with him, he is reſolved u CONE 
venture all for him; to venture the loſs of the 
good name, the loſs of liberty, and the u t de 
_ of lifeitſelf; as he expects to reign with Chrif, when 
{o he reſolves to chooſe him with all his off cnt 
ward 


ces, as a prophet to inſtruct him, as a king 
reign over him, and rule in him, as a ſavion pou 
to fave him from fin, a as well as from punich. ed uf 


ment; he is reſolved to out with his righ-\ 3 | 
then, 


ſaid, 
myſel 
tion c 
tatio 
vid, 

way. 


my N 


is reſolved to ſpare no fin, bur co ſtrive again 
it, watch againſt it, and fight againſt it with 
all his might; he is reſolved to "follow Chrik 
through all difficulties and dangers, througi 
ſulferings and. perſecutions, through life and 
death, until he comes to reign with Chriſt ug 
glory. 


Thus have I done with the firſt thing con- a 
£41 aderable, what the reſolution of a chriſtian 183 lary 
I mutt be very brief in what follows. 2a 

11 The reaſon of the neceffity of this relo- wo 


lution 
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ation. Now for a chriſtian to make a ſettled 
and firm reſolution is very neceſſiry, 

1. Becauſe that until a man fets a firm and 
full reſolution to turn to God, he is in a ready 
way to fall by every temptation; he is apt to 


Net wi] 
POſe aj 
e Know 
Ot mor 


ine aſh. 

in ent off and delay his repentance From time to 

| hen time, he is (till Ti: able to give himſelf more and 
& '( 

ell more liberty to all kiad of wick:aneſs, to let 


ſolve 


ly tn 1 
1. in the ready road to open prophaneneſs, and 
05 of q . ; | 
he eo tae neglect of God and holy duties, But 
Chen a man comes to a reſolved point, when 
Chrif, | : 5 * 
is of. the whole frame and bent of his keart is ſer to- 
oh ; wards Chriſt and holineſs, then there will ap- 
\ : pear carneſt endeavours after the thing reſolv. 
av10u 3 
_ Jed upon. This was the reſolution of Job, Job 
righ: 31. 1. I made a covenant with mine eyes, why 
\s. „ben fhall I think upon a maid ?' As if he had 
Gan bid, I have reſolved and made a covenant with il 
5 weh as much as in me lies, to avoid all tempta- 
Ch en of ſin; 0 by then ſhould I run myſelf into tend- 
rt 
due tion? This allo was the reſolution of Da- 
e a v, Plal. 39. 1. I ſaid, I will take heed to my 
n ways, that Ian not with my tongue, Iwill keep. 
lit 10, 
my mouth with a bridle. | 
eu 2. This ſettled aid firm reſolution i is necel.. | I 
in is; ry to repentance, becauſe it is the firſt ſep. 
doo repentance. A man may do many things in, 
roſy. order to a work of converſion, yct if he have 


1tion 


the blidle looſe to all luſt; nay, until a man 
comes into a full and lettled reſolution, he lies 


not a ſettled and firm reſolution to turn to fl 
E. Goal 


| 
| 


reſolve to cleave cloſe to the Lord in oppoſiti- 
A 2 


| God, he were as good do nothing. But wheel 


wholly to the Lord, and to refign up all the 


more than half done, All the other duties gf 
| chriſtianity will feem eaſy and pleaſant, Dy. 


tutes, Plalm cxix. 106. 


houſe will ſerve the Lord. 


to give up your own ſelves to the Lord, and 
his k ſgryice; let the men of this world do what 
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once a man comes to ſet up a ſettled, firm, fir. | 
cere and hearty reſolution to cleave fully and] 


faculties of his foul to him, then the work 


vid, he reſolved and ſwore, and therefore he 
would perform: I have ſworn, ſaith he, aw 


therefore will perform, that I will keep thy 2 


Thus much for the doctrinal part; 3 I ſhall 
be very ſhort in the application, 
There is but one uſe that I ſhall make c 
this point, and that ſhall be a uſe of exhorts. 
tion: It is fo, that whatever the people of / 
rael did, Joſbua was reſolved that he and his 


Ia the firſt place, make a firm reſolution, 


they pleaſe if they. will not be reformed, let 
them take their courſe; if they are fo in love 


with hell and damnation, fo that they will run 
headlong thither, let them take their courſe, 


Bur, my dear friends, into whoſe hands this 
little boek hall come, do you ſincerely re- 


| ſolve to give yourſelves up to the Lord, and 


his ſervice; if others will be for hell, do you 
reſolve to be for heaven; whatever it coſt you, 
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100 the malice of the devil, the inticement? 
t when 
m, fg. 
ly and 
all the 


Fork Is 


d world. If wicked men ſhould intice and 
ek to draw you into ſin with them, do not 
rield, but rather anſwer them, as Joſeph did 
s miſtreſs, How can I do this great wickedneſs, 


des fin again? God? Gen. 39. 9. If at any 
De- Mine any of your old ſinful companions do in- 
ore te Wice, perſwade, and intreat you to go with 
©, an hem to drinking, gaming, or any other vile 


by ft 
| ſhall 


xerciſes, reſolve with yourſelves, never to 


f ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not. 


ke of 
horta. 
of J, 
1d his 


n all his inconveniences, . reſolve to run all 
ards with him; be exhorted now without 
lelay, to bid an everlaſting farewel to all 


utl0n, Wovenant with thy body and ſoul to be his, 


„ And aying, Lord, I do here lament, and am hear- 
what Nil grieved that I have ſpent ſo much of my 
„ Ft Wine in rebellion againſt thee, and in chooſing 
1 love ue ways of fin, but I do here, from this time 
Il run orward, firmly e to bid an utter defiance 
ſe. o all fin, and through thy grace enabling me 
5 this Wow to covenant with thee to be thine, and 
ee o forſake all that is near and dear unto me in 


nis world for thy fake ; I am reſolved never 
ore to yield myſelf a ſervant to ſin and ſatan, 
ut to watch againſt all temptations, whether 

F z | of 


) you 
you, 
ofiti- 
00 
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of the fleſh, and the temptations of the wick” 


ield to none of their perſuaded arguments; 
abour to obey the counſel of Solomon, My ſon, 


Reſolve to take Chriſt in all his offices. 


your ſins; and from henceforth make a firm. Ml 
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13 Joſhua Reſolution 
of proſperity or adverſity, but I do reſolve i 
take thee for my portion and happinels, pr 
miſing and vowing to ſerve tnee in holine 
and righteouſneſs all the days of my life, an 
I do here fully reſolve to chooſe Jeſus Chriſty 
the way to the father, and to take my lot wit 
and to run all hazards with him, reſting upa 
him alone, in his way for falvation. 
Secondly, reſolve not only to give up your. 


bour ou. 
ot, an 
Yam. 

godly, 
dle of | 
#ence bi 
ate he 
Wimes, . 
very t- 


| ſelves to the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your u. But, 
| moſt endeavours, that all under your charxcform; 
may likewiſe ſerve the Lord: Joſhua here did Mou wil 
not only reſolve to ſerve the Lord himſelf, bus ever 
he reſolved both he and his ſhould ſerve te Habitec 
LA; 1 . relig. 
For my part I have been in many families, Nfraid 
but J never met but with here and there one, han ec: 
| where the worſhip of God and religious exer-Mhect d. 
| Ciles hath been ſer among them, I may ſpeatMimes \ 


It with ſhame enough; for they never regard Hegled 
cd what became of their immortal ſouls. To 
Truly friends, I am apt to think, that ther nd hc 
being ſuch a mnltitude of prophane, irrelig- Nod, 
ous families among us in England, that it is adert 
| fore-runner of ſome ſad judgment approach-Mntrea: 
ing: For, if the ſcripture be the true word on; be 
| God, ſo indeed we muſt expect ſome ſad caWorſh! 
lamity to befal us e*re} long, if there be not put as 
Il ipcedy reformation in houſes and families. See ren 
I what a threatning there lies in the word of Gol (c: 
I againſt ſuch, Fer, 10. 25. That the Lord wil 
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bur out his fury upon the heathen that know him 
at, and upon the nations that call not upon bis 
lame. The heathen here is meant, all un- 
godly, irreligious families. Let us, the peo 

Me of this land, have a care, that this en 


Fence be not pronounced againlt us; many of 


ate have complained of the badneſs of the 
mes, that trading is dead, money jcarce,and 
very thing is dear. 


But, friends, let there but be a thought of | 


eformation in houſes and families, and then 


ou will ſoon ſee as e 21 and happy times 


s ever was known {ſince England has been in— 
abited. But if people will ſtill remain to be 
religious and prophane in their families, Iam 
fraid that ſome ſadder judgment will befal us 
han ever yet we have ſcen: how can we s ex- 


ect deliverance from our enemies, and happy v4 1 


mes whilſt the worſhip of God is ſo much 
eglected, and family duties never regarded? 

To eonclude: You that are parents, maſters, 
nd houſholders, if ever you deſire your own 
good, and a bleſſing upon your families, and 


indertakings, and the good of this nation, be 


ntreated now to ſuffer the word of IE 


; be exhorted now, no longer to neglect the 


orſhip and ſervice of God in your families, 


but as often as you ſee your ſervants and chil- 


ren fin againſt God, reprove them; where 
ou ice them ignorant, inſtruct them. 


I 
* «© F' 
: a+ 
1 
4] Wo 2 
— 11 
; 0 | ; 5 1 
7 * 
1 
3 5 
i 75 


ed what became o 


1139 Joſhua“ Reſolution | 


of proſperity or adverſity, but I do reſolye i 
take thee for my portion and happinels, pro. 
miſing and vowing to ſerve tnee in holine 
and righteouſneſs all the days of my life, an 
I do here fully reſolve to chooſe Jeſus Chriſty 
the way to the father, and to take my lot with 
and to run all hazards with him, reſting upn 
him alone, in his way for ſalvation. 
| Secondly, reſolve not only to give up your 
| ſelves to the Lord, but reſolve to ufe your u. 
| moſt endeayours, that all under your charg 
may hkewiſe ſerve the Lord: Joſbua here did 
not only reſolve to ſerve the Lord himſelf, bu 
he reſolved both he and his ſhould ſerve te abitec 
Lord. V EL. — 
Por my part I have been in many familie, raid - 
but J never met but with here and there one Hhan ec: 
| where the worſhip of God and religious exe ect de 
ciſes hath been fer among them, I may ſpeatMimes \ 
it with ſhame e e for they never regard Hege 
their immortal ſouls. To 
Truly friends, I am apt to think, that ther nd hc 
being ſuch a mnltitude of prophane, irrelig- Hood, 
ous families among us in England, that it is MHnudert 
| fore-runner of ſome ſad judgment approach-Whntrea 
ing: For, if the ſcripture be the true word n; be 
God, ſo indeed we muſt expect ſome fad c orſhi 
lamity to befal us ere} long, if there be not pat as 
ſpeedy reformation in houſes and families. Se ren 
I what athreatning there lies in the word of God ou le. 
againſt ſuch, Jer. 10. 25. That the Lord witli 
PIES deo 


% ol. 
ot, an 
Lame. 
yodly, 
dle of 
ence b 
ate hc 
imes, 
very t 
But, 
eform 
Fou wi! 
S ever 


ve ty 
Pro- 
Olineß 
„ And 
riſt z 
t with 


 Upm 


Your. 
ur ut. 
harg 
e did, 
f, bu 
ve the 


nilies, 
2 one, 
EXer- 
ſpeak 
gard. 


there 
eligi. 
t 18 4 
oach- 


"rd of 


d ca- 
"not 1 
$3, Int 
f God 


4 will 


to ſerve the Lo N b. 131 
pur out bis fury upon the heathen that know him 
at, and upon the nations that call not upon bis 
lame. The heathen here is meant, all un- 
godly, irreligious families. Let us, the peo- 
dle of this land, have a care, that this tens 
ence be not pronounced againſt us; 
ate have complained of the badnels of the 


mes, that trading is dead, ee ſcarce, and 


very thing is dear. 8 


But, friends, let there but be a thought of 


formation in houſes and families, and then 


ou will ſoon ſce as 3 and happy times 


s ever was known ſince England has been in- 


abited. But if people will (till remain to be 


religious and prophane in their families, Iam 
fraid that ſome ſadder judgment will betal us 
han ever yet we have ſeen : how can we ex- 


ect deliverance from our encmics, and happy 


mes whilſt the worſhip of God is fo much 
eglected, and family duties never regarded? 


To eonclude: You that are parents, maſters, 
nd houſholders, if ever you deſire your own. 


good, and a bleſſing upon your families, and 


ndertakings, and the good of this nation, be 


many of 


ntreated now to ſuffer the word of exhortati- 1 
n be exhorted now, no longer to neglect the "i 


orſhip and ſervice of God in your families, 


byt as often as you ſee your ſervants and chil- 


ren fin againſt God, reprove them; where if 


on tee them gnorant, inſtruct them. 
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as they have done their neceſſary buſineſs, be. 


| principles of religion: and conclude the even. 


conferences, ſinging of pſalms and praying: 


them, before they and you go about the works 
of your calling: And let godly conference 
and prayer be every evening's exerciſe, before 


ſerve whom they will, you'll ſerve the Li 
God of Iſrael, ſpying, as for me and my houſh 
ide Will ſerve the Lord. 
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Let me counſel you, to do this at convenj. 
ent opportunities, to catechiſe your children 
and ſervants, at leaſt once every week, and in. 

ſtruct them in the principles of religion: Eye. pe 


Mc 


Lord's day in the morning, call them uy hs, boo 
lier than you do on other days; and as ſoon 4h 
nce an 
2x unto 
or, Lor 
fin, W 
uption, 
cual tr 
nake us 
wes in: 
aturally 
ard an 
ffs as W 
Il manr 
d thy g 
e have 
nowled 
e have 
urned a 
offers 0! 
ile wre. 
nd us 1 
nd plea 
gh anc 
s tO liv 
toad kn 


but we | 
you go to reſt; and make a firm and ſtrong d unb( 


ording 
reſolution, as Joſhua did here, that, let other u, 


ord, tl 
tanking 
lation f 
Re aw. 


fore you go with them to the publick worſhip 
of God, read to them ſome private inſtrufion 
concerning what they have read; and call y 

on them to read ſome of God's word, and then 
join with them in prayer; and after public 
worſhip call every one of them to an account, 
concerning the ſermon they heard, and ſtir u 
their memories with it, and edify them x 
much as you can with theſe good inſtruftions 
which the preacher has delivered out of the 
word of God, and then inſtruct them in the 


mg of the Lord's day in reading, and god) 


And every morning in the week, call your 
children and ſervants together, and pray with 
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Moſt gracious and ever- bleſſed Lord God, who art 
$ perfect in holineſs, and infinite in all thy perfetu- 
ns, look down from Heaven we beſeech thee with an eye 
f pity and compaſſion upon thine unworthy ſervants ſin- 


nce and humility, to addreſs ourſelves unto thee, to of- 


or, Lord, we confeſs, that we are conceived and born 
fin, we brought into this world a ſtock of original cor- 
uption, which we have derived from our firſt parents 
dual tranſgreſſions ; and, if that were not enough to 


els as we have grown in years, ſo we have encreaſed in 
| manner of fin and ungodlineſs, fo that we have abu- 
d thy goodneſs, which ſhould have led us to repentance ; 
e have run wilfully into fin, againſt the light of our 
nowledge, againſt the diftates of our own conſciences, 
e have grieved thy ſpirit, wearied thy patience, and 
urned a deaf ear to thy heavenly calls, and lighted thy 
fers of grace and mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt. Ah! 
ile wretches that we are, we have lived as if thou didſt 
nd us into the world for nothing but to gratify the fleſh 
nd pleaſe our ſenſual appetites ; but we have forgot theſe 
gh and holy ends, which thou haſt made for us, which 
to live to thy praiſe and glory: How often haſt thou 


erence 


ſtrong dunbelief? If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt deal with us ac- 
othenl ding to our deſerts, what can we expect at thy hands 


Lori bat wrath, and our everlaſting condemnation? But, 


- ord, thou haſt cut off thine unſpeakable love towards 
| bouſtWnnkind, ſent thy dear ſon into the world to be a propi- 


* ny 2 


er unto thee our portions and requeſt in thy ſon's name 3: 


jake us miſerable for ever, we have gone on all our 
ves in a courſe of actual rebellion againſt thee; we are 
aturally prone to all manner of evil, but we are back- i 
ard and averſe to any thing that is good: Lord, we con- 


| duſts and aſhes ; who defires at this time with all reve- 


> 


ad knocking at the door of our hard hearts for entrance, WM 
beforeMut we have barred them up againſt thee by impenitency "al 


ation for our fins, and by his ſufferings and death, to 1 
” away N the ſins of the world: we humbly pray thee 
0 1 far 


yea, more precious than gold and ſilver; and grant tiy 
= we may eſteem all the riches, and all the pleatures of thy 


W things, and continually live and converſe with ther above 
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for his ſake, and for that bitter death and bloody paso 
= Take, which we believe, he hath ſuffered for us, that de 
VvVouldſt pardon and forgive us all our fins; blot them; 
beleech thee, out of the book of thy remembrance, 1g 
them ta his croſs, and bury them in his grave, that tg 

may never riſe up againſt us, to ſhame and confound yz 
this world, or to condemn us for ever in the world y 
come : And to this end, Lord, we humbly pray the 
that thou wouldſt give us a true and lively faith in k 
merits : O let-not this be an aggravation of our cond 
nation, that we have had a ſaviour offered us, but w 
have wilfully rejected him; but grant, Lord, that y 
may heartily and thankfully accept of that redeniptin 

which he has purchas'd for us; grant that we may recen 
and embrace him upon ſuch terms as he has offered tog 
in the goſpel. O let Chriſt be more precious in our es, 


fly wil 
y holy 
dience t 


nfeſs th 
ople, | 
dgment 
ould an 
nately 
world to be but as droſs and dung in compariſon of Chriſt c'er t 
ſor what ſhall it profit us if we thould gain all the riche Hr enem 
and all the pleaſures of this world, and at laſt loſe Chu ch at h 
and our immortal fouls ? And how miſerable will our con r all h 
dition be, if we ſhould die in a chriſtleſs Eſtate ? Lord, WWoſe plo 
we pray thee unite us to Chriſt by faith, that we may or; a 
one with Chrift, and Chriſt with us; and wean ouiee, a 1c 
hearts, we beſeech thee, from the love of all earth laſt to 
We.. 
ind of : 
ſcech 


while we walk and act here upon earth. And, Lord, ue 
humbly boy of thee, that thou wouldſt work in us a got 


ly ſorrow for all our fins paſt, let it heartily repent r them 
that we ſhould ever be ſo vile as to offend fo good ni Ane 
gracious a God as thou art: Grant, Lord, that we may unto 
put the knife of mortification to the throat of our be- Hyntinue 
loved luſt: Grant that we may lcarn to cut off our rigit{pmman 


dr our 
th in 
own a) 
e, we 
lo wi 


hand fins, and pluck out our right eye fins. O that thou 
wouldſt be pleaſed to give us a new nature, and make ho- 
lineſs to be natural to us ever: as fin hath been natural to 
us: Mollify, we beſeech thee, our hard hearts, and writs 
chy laws upon them: Change, we beſeech thee, our natures! 
and renew our wills, and conform them to thy holy and hes 


ven! 4 
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paso uy will; and grant us che guidance, and aſſiſtance of 
that . holy ſpirit, that we may yield hearty and ſincere o- 
them ience to thy will: Let us not any longer allow our- 
nce, res in the commiſſion of any known fin, nor in the o- 


fon of any known duty; and grant that we may hence- 
th ſight againſt ſin, and reſiſt all the temptations of the 
yil, the fleſh and the world, that fin more and more dy- 
> and declining in us, grace and holineſs may more and 


e of grace to another, at laſt we may be perfect and 
mpleated in glory. And, Lord, we humbly pray thee, 
at thou wouldſt look with an eye of pity and compaſſion 


lempta on this finful nation, unto which we belong: We muſt 
y recenWnfeſs that we have been a diſobedient and gain-faying 1 
ed to ople, thy mercies would neither win us, nor yet thy "Ml 


Our eye, 
"ant thy 
5 of thy 
© % urid, 
e riches 


ſe Chi 


dgment awaken us, nor none of thy acts of providence 
ould any ways work upon us, but we having gone on ob- 


e'er this time have juſtly deliver'd us-up as a prey to 


dth at home and abroad, give him victory and ſucceſs o- 


our cor all his enemies: Bring to nought, we beſeech thee, 
? Lo oſe plots and conſpiracies, which are contrived againſt 
may be or; and the good of thy church: Give him, we beſeech 
2an ou ee, a long and proſperous reign over us here on earth, and 


eartiy laſt to crown him with everlaſting glory in the life to 


> abo me. Conſider, we beſeech thee, all ſuch as ſuffer any 
Drd, weWod of affliction, whether of body or mind, ſanctify, we 

a gol. Heſcech thee, afflictions unto them, that they may work 
ent us, 


dr them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


lo- 
od zug And as thou haſt hitherto preſerved us from our 12 


e may WF unto this preſent day and hour; fo we beſeech thee, 
ur be. Hontinue thy care over us, by thy divine providence, and 
r right Wommand thy holy angels to pitch thy tents round about 
at thou pr our defence and ſafety : Bleſs us, we beſeech thee, 
ke ho- Heth in our going out and coming in, both in our lying 
ural to un and . that whether we ſleep or wake, live or 


d writ 
12tures, 
nd hea- 

-yenly 


„ we may be always thine ; Lord, we pray thee, make 
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pre grow, and increaſe in us, that going on from one de- 


nately in our rebellion againſt thee; ſo that thou might- IM 


r enemies: Bleſs, we beſeech thee, the King's majeſty 


lo wiſe as that we may know and conſider in this our day; 
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| of viſitation, thoſe things which concern our everlaſh 


and words, we further call upon thee, as he himſelf hat 
| taught us, ſaying, | 


- 
* 


F * * 
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peace, before they are hid from our eyes: And grant thy 
we may live every day, as if it were our laſt day, andþ 
order our thoughts, words and actions; fo that we may 

ive up ou accounts at liſt with joy, and inherit everlaſting 
[te Thefe bleſſings, and whatever elſe thou knoweſt x. 
quiſite and neceſſary for us, we humbly beg and crayey 
thy hands, upon the account, and through the mercies d 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and only Saviour; in whole nam 


Jain 
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Our Father, &c. 
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rao th, xix. 16. Good Mafter, what foal I do. 


© Name 


If hat to inherit Eternal Life. 


H E Reaſon why I give theſe directi- 
ons, becaufe fo many thouſands flock 
þ Hell, when they verily think they are in the 
ay to Heaven: And others go ſecurely on in 
eir fins, running on in all kind of wick- 
nels, not conſidering what will become of 

em, until they drop into Hell. 5 1 
FirP, I will give you a ſhort hint of the 

readful eſtate of the wicked; and of the joy- 
| eſtate of the Godly ; with ſome directions 
order to your Salvation. 

Conſider, firſt, all you that continue in your 

15, and will not be perſwaded to repent, and 
ad a new Life, how dreadful your eſtate will 
at laſt; for as long as you remain in your 

konverted eſtate, God and you are enemies; 
u are under his wrath and curſe; you are 
pves to the devil: And beſides all this, you 
ein danger every hour of dropping into 
ll; you know not how ſuddenly death may 
ne upon you: And then if you are unprepa- 

d, you ſhall. be hauled by the Devils down 

HE Hell, where you ſhall be W in Chains and 
darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, unto the dreadful Judgment of x 
great day; and then your bodies ſhall be nt 
to life again, and be ſummoned before g 
judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; where you ſhall g 
a ſtrict account for all things that you hy 
thought, done, or ſpoken in your lite tig 
there you ſhall ſtand trembling before yourd 
fended Judge, expecting that doleful Sante 
to be pronounced upon you, Depart fr y 
Je curſed, into everlaſting Fire; prepared fur 
devil and his angels. 
= No ſooner is this dreadful ſentence paſt 
away you muſt be gone, away you ſhall be hy 
led by the devils, with the reſt of your dam 
crew, down into the lake, that burns with N 
and brimſtone, and never have eaſe nor end 
| But, on the other ſide, conſider how hap 
pour conditions will be, if you in time rey: 
and forſake your ſins, and become new cre 
FE tures; that then God will be your Fathe 
- Chriſt will be your brother, and the Spirit MHorta 
| be your comforter : You ſhall be filled to it 
the joys of the holy Ghoſt, which a thoughts 
times fſurpaſſeth all worldly joys z you geen y 
Juayve the free and full pardon of all your liſt fin 
ſo that they ſhall be remembred no more. W.j/he; 
And beſides all this, whenſoever death come 10 m 
whether ſooner or later, you ſhall be ſure Nowa), 
heaven, and at your laſt gaſp, the ang, 
\ ſhall carry your ſoul as they did the foul of Miche 
zarus, into the kingdom of heaven. And! pleaſy 
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it of br your body, that ſhall be laid in the grave, 
: il; in che bed of Chriſt, there to reſt until the 
for lorious morning of the reſurrection; and then 
ha! 2, .r bodies ſhall be raiſed again, and faſhion'd 
01 e unto the glorious body of Chriſt; and 


1c-tin..] and body being then reunited, you ſhall 


e bleſſed of my Father,inherit the kingdom which 
pas prepared for you from the beginnidg of the } 
zrl{, Then you ſhall be receiv'd with rejoi- 
ing and triumphing into the heaven of hea- 
ens, the place of joy and bliſs. There you 
all be ſtript of all your robes of mortality, 
Ind be cloathed in immortality; then you fhall 


y hap; in the kingdom of heaven. There you 
1 all poſſeſs ſuch divine treaſure, fſuch rare 


vw: lights as no mortal eye hath everſeen, no 
qd wit 
hou; 
u ſha 
Our {in 
ore, 
come 
ſure « 
ange 
| of L 
And! 

f 


lights God hath prepar*d for you in heaven, 
hen you ſhall be for ever free from all kind 
ff fin and farrow : There ſhall be no more death, 
neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be 


ay, and God ſball wipe away all tears from 
your eyes, Rev. xxi. 4. There ſhall be life 
without death, health without ſickneſs, and 
pleaſure without pain; as you ſhall be free from 

all 


e open acknowledged, and hear that com- 
ortable ſentence pronounced unto you, Com: il 


it down to reſt with Abraham, Tſaac, and Ja- | 


oys 3 yea, variety of joys, and ſuch ſweet 7 | | 


1ortal ear hath ever heard, nor can it enter 
nto the heart to conceive, what joys and de- 


n mo, e pain; for the former things are paſſed } | 


to walk in that way, then, as I in my litt 


7 


5 1 
give) 


how 
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evil, ſo you ſhall enjoy all the good, that q 
be enjoyed: There you ſhall rejoice one wi 


another, and with one heart and voice ſhy Firf fo? 
there ſing praiſes and hallelujahs to God, ere are 
to the lamb that ſits upon the throne for σ e rep! 


A falle 
wen tO, 
hen a W 
en he | 
lakes m 
ould pl 
er heal 
ow thi: 
ual ti 
book for young ones, gave nine direim II. N 
what they ſhould do to eſcape hell and artainfifpace is. 
heaven; fo here I will give you ſom? dite True 


and ever. ; | 

And now, I hope you are ready to af 
what ſhall we do, that we may eſcape eve 
laſting torments, and get ſafe to heaven? An 
begin to be pricked at the heart, and are 10 
oy to ſay, what ſhall we do to be ſaved. 

Anfw. If it be ſo that you earneſtly deſi 
to know the way to heaven, and are willin 


ons, what you ſhall do to be ſaved ; and inſtead inner 


of many, I will only give you theſe two: thit chen 
is, (repent and believe the goſpel) follow thakeſpith g. 
two directions, and you are in the right wayſÞ1to © 
to heaven : The law indeed require perfc& o-ſÞour af 

edience; but no meer man ſince the fall, i} But 
able perfectly to keep the commandments offiſhere i 
God, and fo, by the works of the law, canfpanno: 
never be ſaved. pit; 1 

God has, by Chriſt our redeemer requiredFP<cti0! 
faith and repentance, as the condition of theo g 
goſpel, by which eternal life is to be had, pent 
Faith and repentance is all that God requires, Nault 
in order to our Salvation : Repent, and * . 
3 : 7 tbe 


4 | 
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goſpel and you ſhall cerrainly be ſaved, I 
that a give you as plain directions, as poſſible 1 
ne wel, how you ſhall attain in theſe two graces, 
e Ei for repentance. You mull know that 
d, ere are two kinds of repentance ; there is a 
for ee repentance, and a true repentance. 

A falſe repentance, is that which a man is 
to 10Miven to, thro? fear of hell and damnation, 
e eden a wicked man lies upon his death-bed, 
? AnMen he ſeems to be ſorry for his fins paſt, and 
re rakes many fair promiſes of a new life; if it 
d. ould pleaſe God to reſtore him to his for- 
deln er health, he follows his old courſe again. 
willingWow this kind of repentance can never be ef- 
y litt cual to ſalvatien. n 
ein II. Now you muſt mind what true repen- 


| attz;nMWnce iS. | | 

lireti True repentance is a ſaving grace, whereby 
inſtead ſinner, out of a true ſenſe of his fin, and ap- 
: thurchenſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt, doth 


thakWith grief and hatred of his fin, turn from it 
fect o. 
all, is 
nts of 
v, Can 


our after new obedience. | 
But now, ſeeing without this repentance 
here is no getting to heaven, and that we 
anno; repent of ourſelves, it is of God's tree 
giſt; I will therefore give you ſome plain di- 
quired JQcctions how repentance may be had, and how 
F theo go through with it; for tho? we cannot re- 
had, Wpcnt of ourſelves, yet if we do not repent, the 
uires, Nlault lies upon us. 1 
lieve 
the 


1. The 


t wayſnto God, with full purpoſe of, and Endea- 7 | | 


| 
4 
5 


: 
4 


| 


out: Yon muſt ſpread them all before the 
Lord, and confeſs them all in particular, with W his n 


+ ral, that they are ſinners, but few confeſs 


but God will take this for a true and ſincere. 
confeſſion, in that there is no known ſin that 
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1. The firſt ſtep to true repentance, is e God | 


examination of yourſelves,” try your hearts, MF his lov 


and ſearch into your former lives, how, and ou, a 
after what manner you have ſpent your time riouſly 
ſince you have been a child; and to this end, Im ſuc 
I counſel you to make a catalogue of your ſing nding; 
you can poſſibly call to mind; for which pur. Nr wit 
poſe you muſt take the ten commandments for Wee wit! 
your pattern. ho mig 

2, The ſecond ſtep to true repentance, 1 
the confeſſion of thoſe ſins you have thus found Nevers 


du; Ye 


all circumſtances, as, the time when, place Wake a « 
where, and manner how, ſuch and ſuch things ralogu 
were committed. Now many confeſs in gene- N merci 
m, an 
nthank 
ke an 
hink t 


ieve ſo 


racicuss 
for 11 
Such 
il pri 
pur fin 
deni 


their ſins: And if your fins are ſo innumerable, 
that you cannot find out every particular ſin, 
ſo as to confeſs them all in particular, then con- 
feſs the reſt in general: And there is no doubt 


you would, willingly hide from God. 

3. Another ſtep to true repentance, is god- 
ly ſorrow for thoſe ſins thus confeſſed: And 
it is godly fprrow that works repentance unto 
' ſalvation, never to be repented of. Now for 
the obtaining of this godly ſorfan, JW muſt 


ule theſe means. 2. R 


5 15 ed to heart, how good and how 7 hereb 
a ul 


1 * i 7 * F 
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is the God hath been to you; how many tokens 


hearts, N his love and kindneſs he hath beſtowed up- 
„ and Ml ou, and yet how ill you have requited him. 
time Wriouſly conſider, how he hath delivered you 
s end, Wm ſuch and ſuch enemies: That notwith- 
ur'fins Nading your many provocations, yet he hath. 
pur. Irn with you all this while: He hath patt- 
ts for Wee with vo. d Waits for your repentance, 


„o mig! cc have inatched you away 
ce, is Mut v6: nirn;z3 and ſent you quick 
found MR overt alt! nos: Y-1 ſtill he ſpares 
Ce the u; yet He 8 (Very av treſh ſupplies | 
„with his mercy : An. © buiore you were to 
place Wake a catalogue of yuu; ns. fo here make a 
hings aloguc of God's mercies, cue teveral kinds 
gene- ¶ mercics and favours you have received from 
"nfeſs Mm, and then lay to heart what a baſe and 
able, Nthankful wretch you have been, thus to pro- 

F ſin, Woke and grieve ſo good and merciful a Gd. 
con- Whink thus with yourſelf, O that I ſhould be 
loubt eb a baſe, vile wretch, for. to provoke and 
ncere Niere ſo long, a father that has been ſo good and 
that ſpacious umto me | So merciful @ Saviour that di- 

_— | 
god- Such conſiderations deeply laid to heart, 
And il prick your heart into godly ſorrow for 
_ bur ſins 3 as Peter, when he conſidered how 
for 


muſt 


erci- 
ful 


1 1 


hereby you have moſt diſhonoured God, and 
"4 de grieved | 


denied Chriſt, He went out, and wept bit- 


= Mat. 26; 75. 


2, Keep in mind the moſt of thoſe fins : 


"_— 82 N 
n # * 
8 y © wh, : a 
© RE 8 
F . * 


| 1 grieved his ſpirit: This alſo will be a mer 


W your prayers preſently, if therefore you can 
find your heart to relent the firſt time, gon 
= pray again and again, and give God no id 
tilt he hear you; and then of a certain, on 


8 godly ſorrow and remorſe for your former in 
and then this excellent grace of repentance 
4M began and wrought in you. 


W far the act of repentance : Now I will give you 
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to work in you godly ſorrow. 


3. Ply the throne of grace, by earneſt will; 


conſtant prayer, that God might take ay 
chat ſtony heart of your fleſh, and give yo 
= heart of fleſh, as he hath promiſed, Ek th, 

26. But it may be, God will ſeem not to hey 


time or other God will melt your heart in 


4. The next thing to be done is this, Beghear 


tily to God for the pardon of your former jul; 


__ hat they may be caſt behind his back, that Ibn 
may be waſhed away ii the blood of Chriſt. 
And then laſtly, make a firm, ſtrong and 
ſettled reſolution (henceforth to lead a ne 
life;) this muſt not be a weak reſolution, but 
it muſt be a ſettled, a deliberate reſolution, 


= Now when a man ſeriouſly conſiders, that & 


cept he becomes a new creature, he cannot h 
| ſaved; and therefore takes up a ſtrong and 
fix'd reſolution henceforth to lead a new lite 
the work is more than half done; that mat 
is not far from the kingdom of heaven. Thu 


| ſome helps for the daily renewing of your rt 


pentance. „ E 5 


J 2 
N 
120 
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1. Every morning as ſoon as you riſe, pro- 
ate yourſelves before the throne of grace, 
| earneſtly beg for God's aſſiſting grace, to 


© Wap you from falling into any kind of fin that 
' You; : For after a man is regenerated, he is yet 
zel. th, ly liable to fall foul, into fin, without the 


to heafWtance of God's ſpecial grace, 

canal. When you have thus done, then go about 
e works of your calling: But ſet a ſtrict and 
ntinual watch over your heart; and all your 
nſes. And as often as the devil doth tempt 
vu to any kind of fin, or doth offer you any 
tit, then immediately lift up your heart to 


E r — — _ IPG er — 


ance Mod, by ejaculatory prayer, as thus: Lord, 
Bs. &niſh ſatan at this time, that he don't over- 
2 7 me me. Lord, preſerve me this once, from 
er 


ling into ſin: Lord, have mercy on my foul, _ 
d ſtrengthen me againſt this temptation of 
e devil, that Ibe not overcome.” And if wie- 
ed men ſhould at any time, ſeek to draw you | 
to fin, then make a firm reſolution with your 
If, never to conſent, and as much as poſiible 
ou can keep yourſelf from the company of 
icked men. This is the firit ſtep in the way 


* heaven, Repentance. ws | 
> 1 The 2d is Faith : As firſt I directed you 
1 o Repent, ſo ſecondly, Believe the Goſpel, 


Now Faith is a faving grace, whereby we 
eceive and reſt upon Chriſt alone for ſalvati - 
o, and he is freely offered to us in the goſpel. 
ow, ſeeing a true ſaving faith is not in your 

„ power, 


= 
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_ directions, what you ſhall do to have this on 


Chapter in your Bible, or elſe ſome part d 


not run it over, and then leave it, you had 


vithall the attention you can; -pearkenennl 


lx, ſet to the Practice of it. 


4. Al 
ing Fat 
latt5. 
4 ſpoil; 


Power, but it is the Gift of God and God! 
ways beſtows it upon thoſe that uſe the men 
which he hath preſcribed in-his word, for q 
obtaining of it: I ſhall therefore give you 


of Faith wrought in you. 
1. Be diligent i in reading the ſcriptures: f 
you mult every morning and evening, rea 


rs, @ 
tation 
ders tha 
yr mere 
y he re 
ot reg 
efurnii 
heir {11 
ſpecia 
y be a 
Nov 
this d 
promi! 
God's 
ſſure 
| utes 
ondit 
form 
long | 
this O! 
Ever) 
or Fi 
dren, 
en bu 
V. 
all, 4 


godly Sermon; and when you read, youm 
| * 5 


good do nothing as do ſo; but when you rea 
you mult take clpecial heed what you be r 
ing of. 5 

2. Be fervent and diligent in hearingt 
word preached, For Faith cometh by þeari 
and hearing by the werd' of Ged, Rom. 10.1 
V hen you be at Church, you muſt hearl 


as if you were to die preſe ntly, and go to Jud 
ment. And ſor your Help herein, you un 
mal k what is the Dectrine; what are the i 
9280 s ard uſes, and how many they are 

„W hilt you are a hearing, fet a Reit 
tion to practiſe what you hear ; and when} 
come home, call over the heads of the Sern 
in your mind, and turn every uſe and ire 
on, that has been delivered into prayer; f 
for God's bleſſing on it, and make it matte 
your Meditation all the Weck; and then 
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4. Another means for the getting of a Sa- 


rept of my Prayers; for God heareth not Sin- 
rs, and the Prayers of the wicked are an abo- 


res: M ation unto him. I anſwer, it is wilful ſin- 
» Os that God will not hear; they that pray 
85 r mercy, and other good things, and yet hate 
/OUN Fo 


he reformed ; the prayers of ſuch, God will 
ot regard : But they that come to God ina. 


heir fins, and pray,and earneſtly defire Grace, 
ſpecially this grace of faith, they ſhall certain- 
be accepted, and have their prayers granted. 
| Now concerning the act of Faith, take but 
his direction : make a Catalogue of all the 
promiſes, as you did before of your fins, and 
God's mercies; and then heartily believe, and 
ſſure yourſelves, that every one of thoſe pro- 
mites belong to all thoſe that perform the 
oaditions of thoſe promiſes: And if you per- 


long to you. As for Inſtance, I will name 
this one particular Promiſe, Matth. 19. 29. 
Every one that hath forſaken houſes, or Brethren, 
or Siſter, or Father or Mother, or Wife, or chil- 


en hundred fold, and ſhall inberin evcrlaſling life. 
Which God of his infinite mercy grant unto us 
al, Amen, G 2 1 


— 


ing Faith, is earneſt Prayer unto God for it, 
Jah. 7. 7. Aſe, and you ſball have; ſeek, and 
» ſpall find; knotk, and is ball be opened unto 
1. But you will ſay, it may be God will not 


eturning way, With a full purpoſe to leave 


dren, or lands, for my Name's ſake, fhall receive. 
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form the conditions, then thoſe Promiſes be- 


res, V 
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RESURRECTION. 


raVes.. 
vat ba 
md be 
nof da 
The 
Marvt! not at this, the hour is coming rler x 
all that are in the 7 ; "Wa, 1 
graves ſhall hear his cin 
and come forth ; they th ; aſed ; 
FS? z they that have dont good, will N 
n the reſurrefion of life, and they that hat ” 
one evil, wnlo the refurre#ion of Jammarion I, 
ion. 


>< 


In a Funeral Sermon 


John v. 28, 29. 


UR bleſſed Saviour in theſe words 4 
lets forth unto us the (tate and condit: ? ” 


on of all men at the laſt day; for thongh i 
hath brought death into the world, and 4 
thing is more certain than death, ſo nothing 
morecertain thanour bodies muſtoneday be — 
ed. again from the duſt of the earth; all other . 
"Creg- 
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res, which move upon the earth, whenſoe- 


er they die, there is an end of chem, they 
all never come in being more: But with 


ith an immortal ſoul, that ſhall never die+ a 
eginning indeed man has, but he ſhall ne- 
er have an end: When death comes, his ſoul 
hall for ſome cert. in Pare of time, be ſepera- 
bd from his body, and his bo. iy laid a while 
reſt in the duſt of the carth: But at luſt the 
rumpet will fond, and then all that are in their 
raves Hall hear his voice and come forth ; they ' 
hat have done good unto the reſurrection of life, 
nd le that have done evil unto the reſusrecti- 
nof aammaliln. | 
The doctrine which I ſhallraiſe from hence, 
3 this : That all mankind, both good and 
ad, ſhall at the ſound of the laſt trümpe :t be 
. aiſed again from the duſt of the carth, 
e Now my method ſhall be this: 


NL 


»þ eren 
VCU, 


7 va 1 To prove, that there ſhall be : reſurrec- 
N. ion. 5 : 9 
2, Of the perſons that ſhall be raiſed ; t 

'OF dy „ ll that are in the Graves. 

by 3. By what means the dead ſhall be rajied 

>") mbat is, By the ſound of the trumpet, they ball 
on the voice, and Shall come forth. | 

*.. 4. The different eſtate and condition of 21] 


men at tne reſurrection: They that han: 2 


—_ eu unto the reſurefiiin cf life, but $hey 141 
rea- 
} 


ave done evil to the reſurrection of dawna/ion 
4-02 5, And 


14n it is otherwiſe, God hath ed 2 man 
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5. And laſtly, to convince us all, by nt! 
of application, of the drawing on of this im dan. 


and therefore that we muſt not marvel at EY 
2 5 vel not at this, for the hour is coming, ky My, n 
To prove there ſhall be a reſurrecta e, k 

which I ſhall do; firſt, from the ſcripts rrectie 
which is the true und infallidle word of G (-c 
to inſtance in ſome few places, as, Ia. 1. 70g 
alſo 1 Cor. 15, where you have a large Mate 4 


ſcription of the reſurrection: Alſo, As 14 ww 15 4 
15. And have hope towards God, which Mg eu! 
themſelves alſo alles co that there fhall be a reich! 
rection both of thejuft and unjuſt. LikewiſcDal..ci; 
17; 7; Many that are afleep in the duſt, pa all t 
woke, ſome % cverlafling life, an- 4 ſome 4% fron. co 
and rocrla Ning contempt, Allo, Hof. 3. 1 ight, 
God has there promiſed redemption fro be 
death, to ranſom them from the power of Hmorait 
| grave. enl.vel 
1 Now if we weld believe the ſcriptu so it i 
we ps believe the reſurrection of the boy men ſ. 
for the word of God 1s true and faithful, aut a. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid in his golp\WMing of 
That heaven and earth fhall paſs away, before cui fe, a 
got or tittle of his word ſhall fall ts the grounsl 2. 
Mat. 3. And beſides all this, thoſe ſcripture body, 
promiſes which have been already fulfilled nMof Je 
all ages of the world, may aſſure us of the ſuffer 
accompliſhment of this one promiſe, That ou death 
bodies ſhall be raiſed at the laſt day, from ihe di ſo he 
of the earth. And this is my father”s ey wr 
rl 


\ 
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krilt, (hat of all that the father hath given me, 

. Vo bou/d loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe is up at the 
his tim 1 John 6. 39. 

7 KY That there ſhall be a reſurteRtion of the 
ng, & os may be proved not only from ſcrip- 
ect e, but allo from nature itſelf ; The re- 
-TIPturg irre&tion is alſo proved from nature, as we Ml 
oy Oo hay ſce from Ifa, 26. 19. . The dead men ſhall ® 4 
/4. We, together with my dead body ſhall they ariſe Ml 
„ e and ing, ye that dwell in the auf, for thy 
ts is as the dew of herbs, and the earth ſball 
<< ith 17 eut her dead. The dey is as the dewof berbs z 4 
1 dich intimates to us thus much, That as he 
en erbs and plants ſeem to be dead and wither- 
bead all the winter, yet in the ſpring they revive, 


can come forth, freſh and green; and as in the 
gt, the ſun is wichhawn, and the day feems 
fraue be buried in the filent night, yet in the 
of tle morning the ſun riſeth as bright as ever, and 


enlveneth the world with his glotipus beams: 
So it is here: tho' the bodies of men and woe 
men ſeem for a time to be loſt, and turned to 
duſt and corruption, yet in the glorious morn— 


Prure, 
body; 


t 
114 
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Olbeh ing of the re ſurrection, they ſhall be raiſed to 
'c 0 life, and revive to an immortal eſtate. 
OUNG, 2. That there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
cures 


body, may be proved alſo by the reſurrection 


ed of Jeſus Chriſt ; that our Lord J-ſus Chriſt i 


the ſuffered, died and was buried, that by his 
* Geath he might redeem us from fin and hell; 
All 
aith 


rift, 


lo he aroſe again, that by the virtue of his re- 
G 4 ſur- Wt 


3 e of the dead? Now there were fon 


bc not riſco, he tells them what a ſad conds 
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ſurrection he might redeem us agiin fra 4 

death ahd the grave: The apoſtle make; oi” reſur 
e rel 


reſutrection of Chriſt the foundation of our n | 
demption, as you may ſee, 1 Cor. xv, 1 * 9 
Now if Chriſt be preached that be aroſe fran 
dead, how ſry ſoine of you, that there is nm , 


that did not belicve, that there was any i 
turrection of the dead, and this their incre4,.iMF” 
lity and unbcelicf the apoſtle cenſures, wil, © 
proves that theie ſhall be a reſurrection; ar 
thut from the doctrine of Chriſt's re ſurrectia 
intimatifg, that if Chriſt be raiſed from 0 WM 
dead, as he preached, that he is riſen, then! 
nerds muſt ſoilow, that there muſt be a reſu ; *. 
rection of all men from the grave. No g= 
theſe people that hold ſtrong that opinion.” 
that there ſhall be no reſurrection of the dead; 
yet theſe ſame men did preach that Chriſt vu 
railed ; but the apoſtle tells them plain, The 
if tt be ſo, that there is no reſurrection of th 
dead, then Chriſt is not riſen. And if Caril 


ait 
9 are 
2 Oo 
poſe, 


beet b 
tion we are in; for all our preaching, praying 


ana we do and ſuffer for Chriſt is in vai, 
14. But in ver, 20, the apoſtle reconciles both 


arguments together; But now Chriſt is riſes 1s 4 
em ibe dead, and become the firſt Fruits of then... 4 
| that ſiept : So that here the apoſtle aſſures fem, Mk 
that Chriſt is riſen from the dead, and by the Hun. 


virtue and power of the reſutrection, all mas- 


* 


* 
83 
. 
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ad hall one Day bs raiſed from the grave 
And belides, we read in Malt. 27. that 4 
be reſurrection of Chriſt, Graves opened, aul 
any of the Bodies of the Saints which fept, c- 
iſe out of their Graves: which is an carneſt to 
„ that by the ſame Virtue and power, ail the 


ave been, and ever ſhall be to the Wort 
A ſhall be raiſed again at the laſt Day. 
That there ſhall. be a Reſurrection of te 


1; ang 
"ection, 
Om t! 
then! 
reſur 


Non 


e cannot deny the Reſurrection, exccpt We 
emove our belief, and deny our Chriftianity 
elf; this was an Article of the Ap no 
th, Fs 24. 15. Aul have hope towards 
ad, which themſelves alſo alloto, . 5 there all 


Nin 
dead e unjuſt. = 

ead; { 
lt But it may be ſome will 5 and ſay, [icy 
ſt wu 

n be that all the Dead can be ratſed; ſor ma- 
e drowned in the Sea, and their carcaſſes ar2 
Cnr with Fisbes, and living Men bade tate: 

7 44 1 ö 

ond %, and theſe. Men, it 75 like, have aftcrwarus * 


been burnt to ashes, and their Asbes mingled 4. 
arg the Duſt on ihe Earth, and ſcaltered up and 
hen, none does know where ? ' 


in, 
Vain, 
both 
riſk 
then 
dem, 
4 the 
Han- 


Kind 


s impoſſible to be; but if God be infinite in 
makes the duſt of every man, Woman and 


yuld, and | by his all- wiſe providence knows 
8 


we * 5 2 
* 
* 

. 


W 
8 r 


73 


Nas of men and women, that are, and ever 


10 „is an Article of our Faith; there fore, % 


ea Reſurrection of the dead, 5540 of the Jiſt anl. 


To this I anſwer, That to man, indeed, this 


lis wiſdom and power, as indeed he 1s;th.n he 


* ra tk 
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out of Something, even out of their own ff 


will be a Reſurrection of the Dead. 


—— 
„ * tt * 
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what duſt belongs to ſuch and ſuch a bog 
We ever it is ſcattered. 

| Friends, here will be a declaration of 1 
ite power! For know this, he that byh 
power made all things out of nothing, can 
eaſily by the ſame power raiſe our bodies agi 


Firſt, 
he oldel 
Second 
erſtand 
nen, bo 
nd igne 
hen me 
he thro 
er. 13. 
he jea ; 
S the 


ſtance of matter. 
Thus J have ſufficiently proved, that th 


28. The ſecond Thing to be conſidered fro Mall! 
the Text, is the number of the Dead wit Ine elet 
hall be raiſed ; that is, all; for ſo faith on Kh a 
Lord and Saviour here in the Text: WM. t 
=_ -/our is coming wherein all that are in their gram ia the! 
all hear his voice, &c. All, that is, all Ma the 
ſons and daughters of Adam, that ever han they ir 
lived ſince the world began, and all that eve « tO e 
ſhall live and die to the end thereof; all milflbe for 
riſe and make their appearance at the laſt d gem 

St. John declares in his viſion, Rev, 20. 11 daugh 

That he ſaw the dead, both great and ſmall ſiaiſi ce an 


before God, By ſmall and great, we are to u. gre⸗ 
derſtand, (not to underſtand in reſpect of u Crea: 


ture, as if ſome ſhall appear grown men, au ace 
ſome children) we mult all appear then in th g 
ſtature and fulneſs of Chriſt; that is of a mid what 
dle ſtature or of that ſtature Adam was created count 


in, which is of a middle ſtature ; the olde And 


ſhall appear no older, and the youngeſt no reſpe 


pounger, but by ſmall and Leh we are to 


underſtand, fe 1 


are 0 


The Future « 
Firſt, Thoſe that died of all ages, fm 1 


he oldeſt, to the child that is ſtill-born. 


Secondly, By ſmall and great, we are to un- 


erſtand all ſtates and degrees of -men and wo— 


nen, both high and low, rich and poor, noble 


nd ignoble; all forts and eſtates of men muſt 


ben make their appearance, from the king on' 
he throne to the beggar on the dunghil; and 1 
er. 13. St. John did ſce in his viſion, That 


he ſea gave up her dead; and death and bell, that 
s, the earth and the grave, caſt up 1heir dead, 


dal were judged acc -ording to their Works. All | 
the elements at the call of Chritt mult give up, Wl 


their dead, all that the fire hath confound and 


Jurnt to aſhes ; all that ever had been buried 
in the ſea; and all that ever hath been buried 
In the earth, as ſoon as the laſt trumpet ſounds WM 
they mult all come forth, none ſhalibe to great 


s to eſcape, for none ſhall be ſo ſmall as to 
be forgotten. Oh!] what a great, what a vaſt 
aſſembly will there be, 
daughters of Adam ſhall meet together: 


a great fight. 
aſſembly would there ſcem to be: 


And what is the whole world now living, in 


reſpect of all Ages that are paſt and to come? 


8 Ally 


when all the ſons and 

10 
ſee an army of men together, we think it is 
If all the men and women in 
Great- Britain were to meet together, at one 
place, what a great, what an invincible great 
But ala 8 
what is Great- Britain to the whole world, it is 
counted but a garden-plat to other nations, if 


PPP 5 a ö 5 


1 
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All the Iſraelites of old, which were COUnte 
as the ſands of the ſca, they were ſo innumery 
[ ble; and belides them, fo many millions of mil. 
lions that have been lain in the wars, and 5 
many thouſands that have been ſwallow'd 1 
nin carthquakes and ſo many thouſands and mi. 
lions of millions that have died by the pelt. 
lence, and all other mortal diſtempers in al 
ages of the world: and all that have died az 


be werd 
re alive 
r the L 
en wiltb 
, and 
So th: 
anded 


hey ſha, 
f heave 


1 turally | in infancy, in youth, middle-age, en 
old.age, and all that are now living, and thaWe!, 412 
_ {hall live to the world's end ; when all the be four 
WW 1a]! meet together at the general reſurrection, ber. 


Thus 


O what a wonderful mecting will there be! 
4 e raiſe 


e muſt all appear before the judgment ſcat d 
| Chrift, ſaith the apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Friends, both you that read this treatiſe, and 
I that write, we mult all make our appearanc 
there, all th at are in the graves ſhall hear hi 
voice, and come forth. 
Zaly, The third thing to be conſidered is 
fthie, by what means alli the dead ſhall be rai 
fed; that is by the found of the laſt trumpet; Mee ſon 
for ſo faith our Saviour in the text, A u beſe t 
_ ae in the graves shall hear his voice and como! t! 
forth; and what voice this is that the dead ſhall Meiftcr 1 
hear, you may ſce in 1 Cor. xv. 52, that is tie '. | 
bound of the laſt trumpet, For the trumpet hallWn of 
0 andthe dead 5hall be raiſed; and who that Neenſe, 
ie, which ſhall {ound this trumpet you may ſce Phat v. 
Br 1 Theſ. 4. 15, 16. For this e 157 tobe 


end con 
ore th 
hat 1S 


and noi 


Sk i 
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ountedlþ werd of the mouth of the Lord, that we which Wl 
umcr. alive ſpall not prevent them which are afleep, WR 
of mir (be Lord himſelf ſball deſcend from the Hea- Wi 
and (Men with a ſhout, with the voice of the arch-an- Wl 
wid „ and with the trumpet of God. | 
d mi So that you ſee that this trumpet ſhall be 


: peltiMbunded by an archangel: So Maltb. 24. 31. 

in ae ball ſee the ſon ＋ man coming in the clouds 
ed nf beaven, with power and great glory, and be 
„ anda! end his angels with a great ſound of a trum- WM 
id tha, and they 5boll gather together his left from WM 
| theſe: four WINds, from one end of heaven, 10 he, 1 


ction. ber. 

re be Thus we ſee by what means the dead hal!“ 

eat of: raiſed : that is by the voice of the arch- an- 
, by che ſound of the laſt trumpet, which | 

e, and Noice ſhall be utter*d more loud and ſhrill than 

Lance under, uttering theſe words, Ariſe, ye dead, 

ar hisMWord come to judgement. Now in a few verſes be- 

ore the text, vcr. 25, we have another voice Wl 

ed 1s]MWhat is ſounding in our ears. The Hour is coming Wl 

e rai- Mend now is, that the deed Shall bear the voice f 

pet; e /n of God, and they that bear shall live. Now 1 

' that tbeſe two verſes, that of the text and verſe 23. 

cone tho“ they feem to be alike in found, yet they 


ſhall * much; and that in theſe two reſpects: 2 

$ the . Firſt in reſpect of time: that voice ſpo- 
al 100 of, in ver. 255 is uttered in the preſent fl (| 
that cale, the hour is coming, and now is, &c. But 

y ſee hat voice ſpoken of in the text is ſpoken of 
cg together | in the future tenſe, the hour is com- i L 
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ing, m mark, there 1 is no 29W ii 155 but 17 ;5, 


b time 2 4 is coming. He t 
1 2. There is a great difference betwixtthels _— of 
voiccs, and that in reſpect of the ſenſe a the | 
meaning of the words; for them in the fir r 
bi ance b. 
= voicc, contains gracious and inviting words "x 
| 


= which are interpreted by divines after this 
manner: riſe, ye dead, and come to judgment 
That is, thoſe that are dead in their fins, ard 
= rotting and ſtinking in the grave of their luft 
= Now theſe are under the call of the goſpe, 
and they that hearken to this call, and ob 
his voice, and fo come to Jeſus Chriſt, by q 
true and lively faith, and unfeigned rep:n- 
tance, they ſhall by Chriſt, obtain everiaiting 
life. Bat whether they will hear this voice, or 
whether they will ſtop their ears againſt it; 
= yet let them know there is another voice, 
—_ which ſhall be uttered to the world, which x 
= a voice of power; and that voice they mult 
hear whether they will or no, Ariſe, ye Deal 
and come to judgment. | 
Conſider, Friends, tho? you now ſtop you: toe 
ears and will not hear the ſound of the trum * 
pet of the goſpel; yet know this, there 1s ano- et 
ther trumpet, which will one day found, cal £5 


part ar 
and or 
own be 
and the 
and th 


ling all the dead out of their graves, ſaying 2. 
Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judgment; and when 15 l 


ever that laſt trumpet founds, yo mult hear 2 
it whether you will or no; the depth of the of oy 
0 rave ſhall not hinder the ſound, nor yet the 0 / 

EH of the ſca ſhall not hinder it. ** * 6 


* * 
4 * 3 ; 
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it TH 


efe ty 


ſe and 
he fir 
Words 
er thy 


19 ment, 


S, ang 


Ir Juſt: 


JOIPE, 
| obey 


by 1 


repeh. 
* 

alting 
Ice, or 
uſt it; 
Voice, 
Iich B 
mut 


Dead 


your 
trum- 
ano- 
„ cal. 
ying, 
Ven 
heat 
f the 
t the 
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put of nothing, by 


ince before the tribunal ſeat of Chriſt. 
loud, 


tothe bowels of the earth : No ſooner is this 
trumpet ſounded, but the ſound ſhall be obey- 
d : No ſooner is the voice uttered, 
lad, and come lo judgment, but immediately 


the graves in all the church-yards, and in all- 


uber places throughout the whole world ſhall 


be all opened, and the body of every man and” 


woman ſhall be framed out of his own duſt, 
and bone ſhall be joined to bone, and every 
part and member ſhall be joined in its place 


| He that could at firſt command all things 3 
the word of his power, 75 ö 
the laſt day he will but ſpeak the word, and | 
he dead ſhall all ariſe, and make their appea- 


The ſound of this laſt trumpet ſhall be 


that it ſhall be heard all over the world, 
t ſhall pierce even to the bottom of the ſca, and 


Ariſe, 16 


IO 6 p . "IT * - 
, n - | r 
r — until”, — — 
* 0 — = 


2nd order; and every ſoul ſhall return into its 


own body; the ſea ſhall give up their dead; 


and the fire and earth ſhall give up their dead, 
and then immediately they ſhall be all oather- 
ed together, even to the valley of Zehoſaphat, 


to be preſented before the judgment- ſeat of 1 
Chriſt; as you may ſee, Joel 3. 12. For Chriſt 
lays, the hour is coming, wherein all that are in 


tbe graves ſhall hear his voice, and come forth. 


Fourty, The fourth thing conſiderable in 1 1 
the text, is the different eſtate and condition 
of all mankind, at the reſurrection; that is, 


* For ariſe to the reſurrection of life, and 


| 


ſome 


- > 


* " WR : 0 8 
- 1 a 
* ; 2 ; ; 
<4 % "RV Fo” 4 
8 ia 2 4 N A * * 28 mY ot . q 


Cs iſt in the clouds, with all his glorious tra 


of the ſpirit of God there, is not the numbe 
ot a thoultnd years, but only a con{iderable 


j | Wicked mutt needs follow after; 5 And Al 
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Some ſhall ariſe to the reſurreftion of life, al 


ſome to the reſurrection of damnation. Noy th 155% 
different eſtate of good and bad, at the reſy; and 
ae may be conſidered in theſe reſpes: Hi ; x 
They differ in reſpect of time: For the 4 55 
all kind ſhall be raiſed from the duf of 5 9 

the carth, yet they ſhall not be raiſcd all z hh 
one and the ſame time; there mall be two. 3 
ſurrections, firſt of the laints; and then of thy 591 

wicked, Many there. be which affirm, thi am 
there {hall be a thouſand years betwixt the re, * p 
ſurrection of the ſaints, and of the wicked; ( 


that the ſaints (hall all ariſe at the coming q he brig 


ectlon, 


of heavenly holt, and ſhall reign with him 555 


thonſand years upon the earth; and that the 


4 The 
reſt' of the dead ariſe not until that thouſand une 
pears are accompliſhed, Rev. 20. 4, 5. Some beauty 
fay, 1:1 is meant the compleat number ofen tt 
1 been ti 


thouſasd years: And ſome lay the meaning In ther 


ſpace of time: But I will not affirm any thing 
of that; yet this we are certain, thut there 


Pao : the bo 
ſhall be a difference between the reſurrection 


: ironed 

of the good, and of the bad, in reſpect of . 
time: For St. Paulis plain in this caſe, as we M..1. -. 
ee + Thet , 16. he Nia or vickce 
may ſce, 1 Theſ. iv. 16. he faith, 04 FI 


| 4 dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe: And if the dead in WA 
 Chritt riſe firſt, then the reſurrection of the is 


from t 


' k 


bf 


I. 
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be a reſurrection both of the 
2 5 Firſt, of the juſt, and then 


the a aged but how long a time there ſhall 


fe, 474 
Ow the 
WT: : ſur 


inked - 
pirate. ens -—— + 
— 


— 


—— 


ly affirm. 
wit , I will not poſitive y / 
eee es Thai 
* # * 1 . 
* of E-e&ion of the good, and of the 
Ml 


of their i image and ſhape: The 
Ta ſhall be raiſed in e Hkp 
to Chriſi*s gloricus body, Phil. 1 2 * b cn 
woltle, who ſhall change our wart 7 Cori 
ion them lite ono iy Oey, 3575 Goth, 

we 
5 en e the Fins bodies at the reſur- | 
. 3 es 13. 93. then ſhall the $f 4 
17 4 the un in the Kingdom of their Father 4! 
The bodies of our firſt parents, in ren ſtare | | 
ff innocency, was adorned with a 22 ll | 
baut) and comlineſs. Now wy he dc of 4 
been tae ſtate and 8 5. 
a their poſterity, if they ha 52 
ſtripp'd us of that glorious be: 

3 gg without artificial cloath- | 
Pak are very loathſome 75 75 
incl. bodies of the ſaints ſhall be 772 - 
oy TP like unto the glorious body 4 Feng) 
d of Bat, on the other ſide, the bodi 


WO re. 
of the 
„ thit 
the res 
0 Ked, 
ing of 
Strain 
him a 
At the 
Uuland 
Some 
* of a 
aning 
mb 
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5Y wicked, ſhall at the reſurrection appear RY A 
lle monſtrous, vile and deformed iy 15 i Hes 
di before in their ate and nature: An , 
the 


ts ſhall be delivered 
dies of the ſain 

of 4 lumpiſhneſs and heavinels that they 
45 an that u P 2 


162 - The Future State of Man. a 5 


be now clogged with, and inſtead of natur T} 
Bodies, they ſhall be made ſpiritual Bode b 

1. Cor. 15. 44. and ſhall fly too and fo: d allo 

== 1w1ift as Spirits; bat as for the wicked, OS Wy 
= ſhall be bound hand and foot, and caſt into m 0 : 
darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing WM” Er 
Mit. 22. 22, ðᷣ ß It _— 

* A@#ifthly and laſtly, There ſhill alſo be a voi" gh 
difference betwixt the reſurrection of the 900] 1 then 
and of the bid, in reſpect of their final tu doct 
and condition, that they ſhall be raiſed unte Fas, 
Toe that have dane good unte the reſurrectian Jade! 
%, and they that have done evil, unto the n Nen 
areclion of damnation. The good being fi“ % 
' Failed, and then the wicked, and then ini BA 
madiately after, the feſurrection both of UH 
jut andof the unjuſt: Then they ſhall be dn 18 
vided one from another, A a ſbepherd divida 8 5 
., ſcep from dhe goats, Mat. 25. Aud be He 
.be rp on bis right hand, but the gat by , 
be left. At firſt ſhill be pronounced thejor uth Ou! 
ful ſentence upon the rigntcous, Come, ve bl _—— 

fed of my father, inherit 1be kingdom : But i was 
wicked ſhall be ſent away with that dolefu % 4 


ſentence, Depart from me, ye curſed into evi 
laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angel 

Sixthly and Jaftly, The laſt thing conſiders 
ble in the text, and that which I intend, ſhall 
be the application of the whole, is the drawing 
near of the time when the reſurrection ſha! 
be; therefore our Saviour bids us not mare 
al 


when 1 
the 11406 
hat (30 
wdge t 
draw in; 
nights 
the tim 
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Bo ir, There were ſome in our Saviour's time, 
ule 


id fg, d alſo ſome in the apoltle*s time, and ſome 


1, ere are in our days, that marvel When they 
> 11 


10% of the reſurrection of the body, and of 


'S , 

: * s them that it will certainly be: I hee 
Ty n doctrinc may ler ve to convince us: 

und birjt, of the general reſurrection, and day 
Fin judgme nt: For I have in this diſcourſe 


7 bred it by ſeveral arguments, That there 


10 oe 
ba m 30 njuſt; and there is nothing more Certain 
I death, ſo there is nothing more certain 


an a general reſurrection after death, 


be di 
5 Sicondly, This may convince us, that as 
'e fo here ſhall bea reſurrection, fo the time when 


ar e rcſurrection ſhall be, is drawn near, fo 


ie jo | 1 2. 
rel not at his, the hour is coming, wherein * 
u at are in the groves Hall here bis voice and 


me forth ; tho' our bleſſed Saviour tells us, 


olefu 
let. 24. That neither man nor angels know 


ever 
eel when the time (hall be, yet he aſſures us, That 
den time is coming, Acts 17. 31. we ſce there 


hat God hath appointed a day wherein he will 
dge the world: And this appointed time is 
Ma awing nearer ; do we not fee how days and 
aveÞughts do wheel about apace ? Tea, fo faſt is 
” de time of the general reſurrection coming 
1 on 


ſhal 


wing 
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1 gc neral judgment : They WIII not believe itz 4 
WM. Oh! how ſtrange ſocver they make of it, 
ir bleſſed Saviour anſwers. them of ir, and 


ath our Lord Chriſt here himſelf in the text, 


hall be a refurrection both of the juſt and of 


The Future Stute of Man. 
* ſo many times as the ſun has when 
ound the world ſince the creation, ſo mu 
| Feds: is the thread wound of, and keeps| 
winding of, It is now near 1740 years fin 
ur Lord Chriſt aſcended up into heaven; 
angels ſaid unto the men of (Nazareth, Th 
bis ſame Jeſus Hall ſo come again, as you by 
8 «+ en him go into heaven, Acts 1. And d 
time ever ſince has been drawing nearer u 
nearer, and the time now certainly cannot 
long; but that our Lord Jeſus Chrit w 
come in the clouds, and then the trumpetw 
” found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed, and bu 
quick and dead ſhall mikea generalappearanc 
+ "rf, H.re is the uſe of reproof to ſuch1 
take liberty to run on in fin, putting far fro 
them the cvil day : And becauſe the Lo 
fſeemeth to delay his coming, therefore tha 
hearts are ſct in them to do cvil. There we 
ſom in the apoſt)e's day, and I fear therea 
many ſuch in theſe our days that walk aite 
their own luſt, and ſaying, Mere is the pn 
_ 7: ef his coming? For fince the fathers fc! 
ep, all thing. continue as the dere from ib 
= in; cf "the creation, 2 Pet. 3. 34. B. 
the apoſtle tells them Ver. 8. 9. That tbe Lon 
7s not flack concern! ing his promi/e, (as ſome mt 
count flxckneſs) but is long-ſuffering towards 
not willing that any should perisb: But the aq 


of the Lord, when ever it comes, will come a 


= ' thief i in the night, Ver. 10. And when 1 
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I ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſuddenly cometh 


wuftion upon them, as travail upon a woman 
þ child, and they ſhall not efcape. My friends, 
wy have a care; for though you think as 

Lord delayeth his coming, and thereupon 


Whee| 
o m 
eps | 
758 ſing 
1 


„Ti take liberty to yourſclvcs to fulfil the de- 
54 boi of the ficſh, yet rake head leſt the Lord 
nd e in a day when you look not for him, and in 
rer 1 hour you cre not aware of, and cut you © 


mot 
tw 
Det 
d bot 
Grad 
ſuch; 
r fro; 
Lo 
> tha 
e Wer 
ere 


ner, and afhoint your portion among the by- 
mites, where fool! be weeping aud gaſping 7 
, Mat. 24. 50, 51. 

A uſe of exhortation: [If i be ſo, that 


before him, then how ſhouid we live here 
th all care and circumſped tion, that we may 
found of him in peace, blameleſs and with- 
it ſpot : How ſhould we lavour io be holy in all 
wner of converſation, and goulineſs , booking | 


< after, and haſtening unto the coming of the day of © 
? > Pet. 3. 11, Let this be a ſtong mo- 
f<i! fe to move a chriſtian to duty and obedience, 
om id per ſeverance therein. Let the word of 
. BN James be as a ſpur to prick you up to be 
Lon edfalt, and to hold out in the work of the 


30 Mt 
As 1 
he 4a 
ine al 
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a 
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rd, Jam. 5. 8, Be penitent, therefore, bre- 
hen; eftabliſh your hearts, for the coming of 
Lord drawweth nigh. And let me exhort 
wall in the words of our Saviour, Mark 
R. 15. 1 atch ** therefore, for you know not 
3 FP : Oe when 


N 


A 


1 © ord }clus Chriſt will ccainly come, 
d ſhortly come, and we mult all be preſent- 
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rohen the time is; and what 1 Jay untos you, | 


Fe 


© ſay unto you all, watch, And in the Wofdsd ould by 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 25. Exhoriing one oy und 


bl iber ſo much the more, as a ſee the Gay 0 

_ - enn 
And farther to encourage us in well. 
ing, and to be the. more diligent, to rebuke 
to exhort, to perſuade, and encourage one: 
WW nother in well-doing, let us conſider,” that u 
muſt all one day meet together, to be then 
quitters, or elſe the condemners of one an 
ther; tho? death come and takes away a wii 
from a huſband, and a huſband from a vit 
tho? it takes away parents from their children 
and children from their parents; tho? deal 
comes and makes a breach among relation 
neighbours and families, yet let us conſider 
that the day of che reſurrection will com 
and then we ſhall not only ſee and know on 
another, but we ſhall be able alto to converl 
with one another; but oh! what a dreadii 
meeting we ſhall then have, if we ſhall 
forced to be the condemners of one anothe 
at that day; the apoſtle tells us, that th 
Iſaints ſhall judge world at the laſt. day On 
how daeadful. will this be when godly paren 
ſhall be condemners of their own children, t 
fruit of their own bowels, thoſe whom t 
once delighted in, and loved moſt dearly 
now to pronounce Chriſt's ſentence again 
them, becauſe they were ſtubborn, wWilfuß u. 
s f 


em, V 
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ould not harken to their godly counſels and . 
monitions; I ſay, or go ly parents to ex- 
tand applaud Chril 5 ſentence againſt 1 
em, when they are condemn*d to everlaſt- 1 
g hire 3 Oh! how dreadful will this be: 
Ind thus for children to condemn their owny. 
Lrents, becauſe they let them alone in their 


elle 


-buke 


Mn : 11 
0 de ei courſes, and would not correct them nor a 
d eprove them. And for huſbands and wives 

ex 


o be the condemnation of one another. Oh! 
ow ſad will this be? Nay, conſider far- 1 
her, that relations, families, neighbours, 
cquaintance, which ſpend their precious 
me together in feaſting, drinking, gam-. 
ng, and other kind of loole living, mult 
mect together, and be the condetnrarion. of 
de another at the laſt day. Oh! what a 
dreadful meeting will this be ! But, on the 
ett er hand, conſider, that all thoſe parents 
and children, huſbands and wives, families“ 
and relations, which would not join with "Tl 
the wicked, but ſpent their time in praying 
together, and for one another in exhorting, 11] 


1C 2nd 
a wi 
wife 
(dren 
* deat! 
lation 
nſider 
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WON 
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hall 
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1 i} / 
” 0 nftructing, reproving, and encouraging one 
*. another: Oh, what a joyful meeting theſe 4 1 
„ f mal! have at the reſurrection |! Now death = 


many times make a breach among families 
ind relations; a wife ſhe Jamients. for the 
loſs of her huſband, he laments for the loſs 
17 of his wife; the children ſometimes do grieve, 
' MY becauſe they have loſt a loving father, or a 

> 4 4 wg ; | | dear 


1 UN 
early 
again 
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dear mother , and the parents they griert, 
and are caſt down, becauſe they have Joſt ; 
precious child, But, friends, weep not {4 
pour relations, as witheut hope, for they we 
"þ bp not loſt, for the morning of the reſurrecig 

will come, the trumpet will ſound, and th 
dead ſhall ariſe, and then you ſhall meet then 
all again: And no tongue can utter or g. 
| TH Þ pret the ] joy you ſhall have one with another! 
to all eternity, if you ſpend your time tog. 
ther in this world, in the works of faith ar 
obedience. And now, to conclude, let uf 
all therefore ſo live, and ſo ſpend our ſhorth 
time here on earth, that ſo in the 1010s 
morning of the reſurrection, when the lat 
trumpet t ſhall ſound, 'we may riſe to the fe- 
ſurrepion of life, and triumph and rejoice a 
morgſt glorious angels to all eteanity : Which 
1 the Lord of hi mercy grant. Amen. 


The End o the Second SERMON. 
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